Stop the worst bill ever: STAR Bonds Financing Act
Put an end to the legislation being called the "Worst Bill Ever" because it is both financial and environmental poison to our state.  Tell Governor Quinn to veto the STAR Bond Financing Act, which subsidizes developers to destroy our floodplains at taxpayer expense!

Bill name:  Star Bonds Financing Act : SB 1909
Our ask: Veto
State or federal? state
Whom to call: Governor Quinn
Numbers: 217-782-0244 or 312-814-2121 
Date to call by:  August 26, 2009 (The governor must veto the bill by Aug. 29 or it becomes law, but the sooner you call, the better).
Put an end to the legislation being called the "Worst Bill Ever" by telling Governor Quinn to veto the STAR Bond Financing Act, which subsidizes developers to destroy our floodplains!

Illinois lawmakers have forgotten the flooding lessons of the past (how about the flood of '93, or June 2008) and have passed the STAR Bonds Financing Act--SB 1909--described variously as a “TIF on steroids” or the "Worst Bill Ever".

The STAR Bond Act gives money to private developers at Illinois state taxpayers’ expense to develop in the 100-year floodplain.   

    * The Illinois Department of Revenue says STAR bond districts could cost the state $15 million per project per year, as it authorizes certain municipalities and counties to issue sales tax and revenue (STAR) bonds for the financing of a STAR bond project.

    * Eligible sites must be vacant and no less than 600 acres, of which at least 30 percent must be in the 100-year floodplain.

    * STAR bonds encourage risky development as Illinois is one of the nation’s most flood-prone states, with flooding currently costing the State more than $250 million a year. 

Defined by and containing several large river systems, multiple sites in the state could be eligible for a STAR Bond project.  Such projects would be unwise anytime given the added potential for flooding, but especially so when the state already has an enormous deficit and faces severe budget cuts. 

Ask Governor Quinn to protect communities, the environment, wildlife and taxpayer dollars.  Ask him to deny special funding for private developers and VETO SB 1909—the STAR bonds bill.

The bill has passed both the Senate and the House and is waiting for action by the Governor.  If he fails to veto the bill within 30 days the bill will automatically take effect.  Please tell the Governor, SB 1909 promotes sprawl, rewards private developers for irresponsible floodplain development on the backs of taxpayers, and goes against everything we have learned over the years about floodplain management.
Thanks!

Bluestem Network Chairs

Linda Sullivan and Julia Nephew
