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70 E. Lake St., Suite 1500

Chicago, IL  60601

July 23, 2009

VIA FACSIMILE AND U.S. MAIL

Mr. Lars Scott

Secure Energy, Inc.
101 South Hanley, Suite 1050

St. Louis, MO  63105

Dear Mr. Scott:

It has come to our attention that Secure Energy, Inc. (“SEI”) intends to construct a proposed coal-to-gas plant in Decatur, Illinois, based on an expired construction permit issued by the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (“IEPA”) on April 6, 2007 (available here: http://yosemite.epa.gov/r5/il_permt.nsf/2f3e96d539c4a2a28625666b0063b9a1/898466e1edb00c00852572bc0050ab86/$FILE/06090016.pdf).

The permit states that it will expire one year from the date of issuance (i.e., April 6, 2008) unless: (1) IEPA has extended the permit, (2) a newly issued permit has voided the permit, or (3) SEI began a continuous program of construction or development on the plant on or before April 6, 2008.  Based on our investigation to date, it appears that none of these three requirements have been met.  That is, no extension has been granted, no new permit has been issued, and the minimal and sporadic activities SEI has engaged in since April 2007 are insufficient to satisfy the requirements to begin a continuous program of construction on the plant.  Thus, the permit has expired.  
Sierra Club believes that SEI would violate the Illinois State Implementation Plan if it were to begin constructing the plant without obtaining a new construction permit.  See, e.g., 35 Ill. Reg. 201.142 (“No person shall cause or allow the construction of any new emission source . . . without first obtaining a construction permit from the Agency. . . .”).  Therefore, SEI must obtain a new construction permit from IEPA before commencing construction on the plant.  Failure to do so leaves the plant vulnerable to legal challenges.
If you would like to discuss this matter further, please feel free to contact me.  

Sincerely,
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James P. Gignac

Midwest Director

Sierra Club, Beyond Coal Campaign

70 E. Lake St., Suite 1500

Chicago, IL  60601

(312) 251-1680 x147

james.gignac@sierraclub.org
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