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Our goal: New energy 
for Illinois and America
Welcome to our special 

Election Issue of Lake & 
Prairie. We hope you find 

lots of information about the 
candidates on our November 
ballots and where they stand on 
the environment.

The 2008 election will prob-
ably be the most important 
to date for our environment. 
The public and candidates are 
engaged like never before on 
energy policy issues, and voters 
have very clear choices between 
very different philosophies. At 
a time when the consequences 
of our failed energy policies are all too clear, 
some candidates are pushing for more of the 
same — more drilling and more use of fossil 
fuels — while others are prioritizing cutting 
demand for energy through efficiency, and 
diversifying our supply by focusing heavily 
on renewable energy.

We are truly at a crossroads for our ener-
gy future. Will Illinois become a Clean Car 
state, and take action to cut our contribution 
to global warming? Will the next Congress 
move quickly to enact limits on greenhouse 
gases, heeding the calls of scientists? Will 
our next President lead our country and our 
world in the race to save the planet?

Or, will the forces behind the status quo 
win out by capitalizing on the real pain 
caused by soaring energy prices, hoping that 
enough voters, desperate for relief, will back 
policies that ultimately only deepen the cri-
sis? It could happen.

If we don’t change course in 2008, we 

may not get another chance, at 
least before the worst impacts 
of climate change become irre-
versible, and before our econo-
my is left in shambles due to our 
failure to adapt.

That’s why Sierra Club is gear-
ing up our largest election cam-
paign effort ever on behalf of 
the champions listed on these 
pages, and on our constantly 
updated endorsement website: 
illinois.sierraclub.org/vote

We need your help, whether 
you can volunteer a few hours, 
a few weeks, or make a contri-

bution to support our efforts. One thing is 
for sure: 2008 will not come again, and we 
aim to make the most of the opportunity to 
bring new energy to Illinois and America.

THE DIRECTOR’S CHAIR
By Bill Davies,
Chapter director

Check our web site
The endorsements listed in Lake & Prai-

rie are not complete!  At press time other 
candidates for the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives and the Illinois General Asem-
bly were still under consideration by the 
Sierra Club Illinois Chapter’s Political and 
Executive committees.

Go to our politics and endorsements 
web page at illinois.sierraclub.org/vote 
for:
‣Up-to-date endorsement listing
‣Candidate photos and write-ups
‣Volunteer opportunities
‣Candidate event listings

To elect environmental champions, we need your support 
Please make a contribution to support Sierra Club’s work in Illinois to elect pro-environ-
mental officials to the IL General Assembly. 100% of your donation stays in Illinois.

❑$10    ❑$25    ❑$50    ❑$100    ❑$500    ❑$______

Make your check payable to:  Sierra Club, IL Chapter PAC

Name:____________________________________________

Address:_______________________________________________________________________________

City:_ ____________________________   State:______________________  Zip:_____________________

A copy of our report is on file with the Illinois State Board of Elections, Springfield, Ill.

Clip and mail to:
Sierra Club, IL Chapter PAC
70 E. Lake St, Suite 1500
Chicago, IL 60601
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The Barack Obama we know

There are many reasons why Americans 
are energized about Barack Obama’s 
historic campaign for the White House, 

but most are still unaware of his record in 
Illinois on the environment. Sierra Club 
leaders who have worked with Obama 
during his time in the Illinois Senate, and 
as our U.S. Senator, know that he will make 
the right choices for our country, because 
we have seen him make those choices for 
many years here in Illinois. 

Sierra Club and Obama have had a long 
relationship, dating back to 1995 when he 
was beginning his first campaign for the 
Illinois Senate. As a first-time candidate, 
Obama pledged his support for a healthy 
environment, but more importantly offered 
to help build larger majorities for environ-
mental protection by reaching out to con-
stituencies that had not always been allies. 
His previous work as a community orga-
nizer in Chicago’s Altgeld Gardens public 
housing project, one of the birthplaces 
of the environmental justice movement, 
had shown him the many ways pollution 
can hurt a community, and he recognized 
that cleaning up pol-
lution was a key part 
of lifting people out 
of poverty and injus-
tice.

“When he first ran 
for the Illinois Senate, 
I took Barack to lunch 
to get to know him,” 
says Rand Sparling, 
who was chair of the 
Chicago Group of the 
Sierra Club in 1995. 
“We recognized that 
he saw and spoke 
clearly about the 
same issues we cared 
about, and we supported and worked with 
him in that election and from that time 
on. He has a strong identification with the 
Sierra Club and the environmental move-
ment.”

Obama’s early years in the Illinois Gen-
eral Assembly were a difficult environment 
for progressives — the Illinois Senate was 
ruled by conservative partisan leaders that 
killed most environmental initiatives with-
out so much as a hearing.

He learned quickly to reach across 

party and geographic lines to build sup-
port for environmental protection. He was 
an early sponsor of renewable energy leg-
islation, to require Illinois utilities to gener-
ate a percentage of their power from wind 
energy, long before most legislators knew 
about global warming or saw any need to 
upgrade energy policy. He was a sponsor 

of the Illinois Wetland 
Protection Act, to pro-
vide state protection 
to wetlands that had 
lost protection under 
the 2001 SWANCC 
Supreme Court deci-
sion. He frequently 
received awards and 
high marks from the 
Illinois Environmen-
tal Council, the coali-
tion representing the 
environmental com-
munity in Springfield.

“Often when I ask 
a legislator in Spring-

field to take the lead on an environmental 
issue, there are lots of questions about the 
potential political downsides, like ‘which 
lobbyists are against it, or, will this hurt my 
re-election campaign’, ” says Jack Darin, 
who, as director of the Sierra Club Illi-
nois Chapter, advocates for the environ-
ment before the Illinois General Assembly. 
“Barack was different from the start. He 
wanted to understand the facts to deter-
mine the right position for the public 
interest, and then focus on helping build 

a campaign and strategy to get that policy 
enacted.”

Clean air is a major personal interest for 
Obama, who represented the south side 
of Chicago, where asthma is epidemic. His 
oldest daughter suffers from the condition, 
and when the Bush Administration tried to 
open new loopholes in the Clean Air Act 
to weaken limits on coal plants, he worked 
with the Sierra Club to introduce legisla-
tion closing those loopholes for Illinois.

Obama sought the Sierra Club’s advice 
and support early in his bid for the U.S. 
Senate in 2004, and the Club endorsed 
him as he trailed in that race behind bet-
ter-known and financed challengers. Of 
course, he went on to win that race, and 
has continued his environmental work in 
the U.S. Senate, where he has focused 
on smart energy policies including more 
efficient cars and trucks and renewable 
incentives, cleaning up toxic mercury, and 
pressuring the Bush Administration’s EPA 
to better protect public health from pollu-
tion, to name a few.

Like many Americans, we are eager for 
change and excited at the prospect of an 
Obama administration. As Illinoisans and 
Sierra Club members, we have seen first-
hand his commitment to the environment 
and his skill in advocating for it, and are 
filled with hope for the new energy he will 
bring to battle climate change and renew 
our national commitment to protecting 
America’s natural heritage. 

Visit: www.barackobama.com

The Sierra Club’s relationship 
with Obama goes back to 
1995, and his campaign for 
Illinois Senate

Barack Obama speaks about being a parent of a child with asthma and the importance of 
clean air as Michelle and youngest daughter Sasha look on. 

Illinois Chapter director Jack Darin listens 
as Barack Obama speaks about his envi-
ronmental accomplishments as a State 
Senator while accepting the Sierra Club’s 
endorsement for his 2004 U.S. Senate 
campaign.
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Renewing the energy in     Springfield
In recent years Sierra Club has had an 

impressive run of big legislative victo-
ries on some of the major policy ques-

tions of our time. 
In the last two years, we have passed 

the strongest renewable and energy effi-
ciency energy provisions of any state, cut 
90% of the mercury from our coal plants, 
removed nearly all of the phosphorus — 
which causes nasty algae blooms in our 
rivers and lakes — from dishwashing deter-
gent, ratified the Great Lakes Compact — 
which protects Lake Michigan from being 
drained by thirsts outside the region — 
and passed the nation’s first Cool Cities Act, 
which gives state support to mayors fight-
ing climate change at the local level. 

None of these accomplishments would 

be possible without the strong, inde-
pendent champions the Sierra Club has 
worked to help elect. These victories are 
even more impressive when one consid-
ers the near-total breakdown in relations 
among the leaders in Springfield. We all 
hear a lot about the antics in the capital, 
and the political meltdown has brought 
the environmental agenda to a screech-
ing halt, despite the best efforts of many 
champions in both parties.

How do we get Springfield back on 
track in making Illinois a leader in the race 
to save the planet? First, we definitely can’t 
afford to lose any friends, so re-electing 
legislators who have been working for solu-
tions is a top priority. Second, and perhaps 
more exciting, is the new crop of potential 

leaders that promise to bring new energy 
and strong support for environmental pro-
tection to the Capitol. We see the chance to 
substantially grow the ranks of Democrats 
and Republicans who can be counted on 
to stand up for clean air and water, and to 
protect Illinois’ natural heritage.

With new reinforcements adding 
strength to our current champions, Spring-
field can get back to addressing our envi-
ronmental challenges. The candidates we 
support share our agenda for a cleaner 
and greener Illinois, including:

‣Making Illinois a Clean Car state. 
The Illinois Clean Car Act would cut green-
house gas emissions from cars, and save 
us money at the pump. Cleaner cars also 

Featured Endorsed Candidates for the ILlinois          General Assembly

Linda Holmes (Senate District 42)

Will Burns (House District 26)

Linda Holmes is a Sierra Club mem-
ber and current State Senator from the 
42nd District, which includes Aurora, 
Plainfield and parts of Joliet.   First 
elected in 2006, her first bill to become 
law was the Illinois Cool Cities Act, 
which provides state assistance to Illi-
nois communities trying to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions at the local 
level.   She has also been a leader in 
trying to protect the budget of the Illi-
nois Department of Natural Resources, 
which plays a critical role in protecting 
Illinois wildlife and open space, but has 

suffered from staff and budget cuts.

Senate District 42 includes Aurora, 
Plainfield and parts of Joliet

Visit:  www.holmesforsenate.com

Will Burns is one of the exciting new 
champions we hope will bring new energy 
to Springfield.  His resume includes work 
in then-State Senator Barack Obama’s dis-
trict office, and with the Urban League on 
environmental justice and regional plan-
ning.  His agenda for the General Assem-
bly includes legislation to better protect 
minority communities from the dispro-
portionate pollution they suffer, and new 
requirements for green buildings.  

On the urgency and importance of 
state action to combat climate change, 
Burns says:  “Global warming is already 

occurring, and without significant 
action to reduce carbon emissions with-
in the next decade, scientists predict 
that the consequences could be severe 
and potentially irreversible.  Even 
though this is a worldwide problem, we 
can take action at the state level to help 
reduce the problem and I plan to do 
that in the Illinois General Assembly.”

Senate District 26 includes Chicago’s 
Loop and the near south side.

Visit:  www.friendsofwillburns.com
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Renewing the energy in     Springfield
would reduce asthma attacks and other 
respiratory problems, and are required in 
14 other states. Illinois can be next!

‣Cutting global warming pollution. 
The Illinois Global Warming Response Act 
would set binding limits on greenhouse 
gas emissions, and use carbon auction 
proceeds to spur job creation in clean 
energy industries.

‣Rebuilding the Illinois DNR & pro-
tecting open space. The Illinois DNR has 
suffered from staff and budget cuts over 
the last decade. We need to reinvest in 
the professionals who manage our natural 
resource and work to provide safe outdoor 
recreation opportunities. We need new, 

stable funding to acquire wetlands, prairies 
and forests before they are lost forever.

This election is going to be about 
change, and we have a chance to harness 
that attention and energy from the elec-
torate to break the Springfield logjam by 
electing more environmental champions 
to join the strong core who are already 
there putting the public’s interest first. 
We need to help our friends who work so 
hard under such difficult circumstances, 
and bring in reinforcements next year 
to make the bipartisan team of environ-
mental leaders strong enough to succeed 
in spite of whatever political battles lay 
ahead. Then we can get back to the busi-
ness of making Illinois a model for America 
to follow. 

Success in Springfield
With our endorsed champions and 

your lobbying we have:  
‣Passed the nation’s strongest 

renewable and energy efficiency ener-
gy provisions; 
‣Cut 90% of the mercury from our 

coal-burning power plants; 
‣Eliminated nearly all of the phos-

phorus from dishwashing detergent 
for healther rivers and lakes;
‣Ratified the Great Lakes Compact, 

to protect Lake Michigan from being 
drained by thirsts outside the region; 
and 
‣Passed the nation’s first Cool Cit-

ies Act, to give state support to may-
ors fighting climate change at the 
local level.

Featured Endorsed Candidates for the ILlinois          General Assembly

Beth Coulson (House District 17)

Emily McAsey (House District 85)

Beth Coulson has long been a champi-
on for clean air and water, and protecting 
open space. As a Republican, she helps 
us build bipartisan support for the envi-
ronmental protection agenda. She has 
been a key leader in the effort to bring 
cleaner cars to Illinois, and for including 
open space protection funding in any 
capital spending plan for the state. As a 
public health professional, Coulson also 
understands how important clean air and 
water are to our health.

Coulson represents the 57th District, 
which includes Glenview, Northfield, 

and parts of Winnetka, Wilmette, Mor-
ton Grove, Evanston and Skokie. As a 
Republican facing a strong challenge 
in what is expected to be a Democratic 
year, Coulson will need our help to keep 
building support among Republicans 
for a clean energy, open space agenda.

House District 57 includes Glenview, 
Northfield and parts of Winnetka, Wil-
mette, Morton Grove, Evanston and 
Skokie.

Visit:  www.repbethcoulson.org

Emily McAsey is running against 
incumbent Brent Hassert in the 85th 
District.  McAsey’s support for clean 
cars, for greenhouse gas emissions 
reductions, and cleaner water are a 
breath of fresh air. Hassert, on the other 
hand, generally votes with polluters 
and other special interests who oppose 
environmental protection measures.

Sprawl and its consequences are also 
a major issue for this district. According 
to McAsey:

“I live in Will County where we are 
experiencing tremendous growth. I 

would like to work with the Sierra Club 
to make sure that that growth is done 
in an environmentally friendly manner 
while at the same time preserving as 
much of our open spaces as possible for 
future generations of Will County resi-
dents.”

McAsey has just the kind of new 
energy we need in Springfield!

House District 85 includes Boling-
brook, Lockport and Lemont.
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If Barack Obama wins the presidency, 
he won’t be able to change America’s 
energy policies and establish a plan to 

reduce global warming pollution all by 
himself. Congress is going to have to pass 
major new legislation, and upgrade many 
existing laws, to create the major changes 
our country needs to meet these challeng-
es. It won’t be easy; there will undoubtedly 
be major debate in the new Congress on 
these issues, and we know the lobbyists 
for the status quo will be out in force.

Sierra Club wants to make sure Illinois 
does its part by sending the greenest dele-
gation of Democrats and Republicans pos-
sible to Washington in 2009. We need to 
re-elect champions like our senior senator, 
Dick Durbin, who has worked hard with us 
for many years on a wide range of issues. 
We have a chance to send new advocates 
like Debbie Halvorson and Jill Morgentha-

ler from districts where we haven’t had 
strong support in the past.

The candidates we recommend for 
Congress know that the real, lasting 
solutions to our energy crisis lie in using 
less energy and finding better sources 
of power. They support strengthening 
our clean air and water laws to better 
protect our health and wildlife from pol-
lution. They will work to protect public 
lands, from Illinois’ own Shawnee National 
Forest to the great landscapes of America.

Of course, they will do all of this only if 
they are elected, so Sierra Club volunteers 
are working hard on their campaigns, and 
we need your help too! Please contact Jen-
nifer.Hensley@sierraclub.org, and we can 
plug you in to the campaign of a cham-
pion near you. Visit www.illinois.sierraclub.
org/vote for more endorsements and cam-
paign activities. 

Real political change requires 
the right people in Congress

Debbie Halvorson (District 11)
Debbie Halvorson is currently a 

State Senator from Chicago’s south 
suburbs, where she has worked close-
ly with Sierra Club’s Sauk-Calumet 
Group on state and local issues. She is 
now running for an open seat in the 
11th Congressional District, where 
Rep. Jerry Weller is retiring.

This is one of the most hotly contest-
ed Congressional races in the country, 
and we are excited about our chances 
to send a new champion to Washing-
ton. Here’s how Halvorson sums up her 
views on energy policy:

“Our oil consumption is taking a 
tremendous toll on our environment, 
not to mention our foreign policy. 

We must invest in cleaner, alterna-
tive sources of energy. As we work on 
vehicles that run on alternative ener-
gy, we need to raise CAFE standards 
in the meantime, which will help the 
environment and lessen the bite at 
the pump. We also need stronger stan-
dards on greenhouse gases and to 
hold corporate polluters responsible.”

Halvorson also wants to work to 
protect the unique natural resourc-
es of the 11th District, including 
the Kankakee River watershed, the 
Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie, and 
the Illinois River.

Visit: www.debbiehalvorson.com

Featured Endorsed Candidates for U.S. Congress

Tim Johnson (District 15)
Tim Johnson proves that strong 

support for environmental protection 
can come from both sides of the aisle 
in Congress. He has been a consistent 
supporter of higher fuel efficiency 
standards for automobiles, of renew-
able energy, and has been a stead-
fast opponent of drilling in the Arctic 

National Wildlife Refuge. We will need 
the support of Republicans like John-
son in 2009 to pass legislation need-
ed to fight global warming and make 
major changes in our energy policy.

Visit:  www.timjohnsonforcongress.
com

Other endorsed 
candidates for 
U.S. Congress
Dick Durbin (U.S. Senate)

Dick Durbin has 
been a consistant 
friend of the envi-
ronment and Sierra 
Club.  With his lead-
ership position in 
the US Senate he 
is able to lead on a 

wide range of energy, land protec-
tion and transportation matters 
that concern us all. 

Visit:  www.dickdurbin.com

U.S. House of Representatives
Jesse Jackson (District 2)
Dan Lipinski (District 3)
Luis Gutierrez (District 4)
Rahm Emanuel (District 5)
Jill Morgenthaler (District 6)
Danny Davis (District 7)
Jan Schakowsky (District 9)
Bill Foster (District 14)

U.S. 
CONGRESSIONAL 
DISTRICTS
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Sierra Club’s 2008 general election endorsements
As of Aug. 13; visit illinois.sierraclub.org/vote for the most current list plus more information on each candidate.

U.S. President
Barack Obama (D)

U.S. Senate
Dick Durbin (D)

U.S. House of Representatives
District 2: Jesse Jackson Jr. (D)
District 3: Dan Lipinski (D)
District 4: Luis Gutierrez (D)
District 5: Rahm Emanuel (D)
District 6: Jill Morgenthaler (D)
District 7: Danny Davis (D)
District 9: Jan Schakowsky (D)
District 11: Debbie Halvorson (D)
District 14: Bill  Foster (D) 
District 15: Tim Johnson (R)

City of Chicago:
NOTE:  You’ll find candidates listed in more 
than one location if their districts cross city/
county lines. 

State Senate
2:	 William Delgado (D) - West to far 

west side
3:	 Mattie Hunter (D) - South southwest 

along Dan Ryan expressway
6:	 John Cullerton (D) - Lincoln Park and 

a bit west
7:	 Heather Steans (D) - Far north side 

along lake
12:	 Martin Sandoval (D) - Southwest 

side, Cicero

IL House of Representatives
1:	 Susana Mendoza (D) - SW side
4:	 Cynthia Soto (D) - NW side
9:	 Art Turner (D) - West side
11:	 John Fritchey (D) - Northwest side
12:	 Sara Feigenholtz (D) - North side
13:	 Greg Harris (D) - North side
14:	 Harry Osterman (D) - North side
16:	 Lou Lang (D) - North side, Lincoln-

wood, part of Skokie
25:	 Barbara Flynn-Currie (D) - South side
26:	 Will Burns (D) - Loop & near west side
39:	 Maria Antonia Barrios (D) - NW side
34:	 Connie Howard (D) - Far South side, 

Calumet City, Lansing

Cook County: 
State Senate
9:	 Jeffrey Schoenberg (D) - Evanston, 

Glenview, Winnetka, parts of Skokie & 
Morton Grove

12:	 Martin Sandoval (D) - Cicero, Chica-
go Southwest side

33:	 Dan Kotowski (D) - Elk Grove Village, 
Mount Prospect, Des Plaines, Park 
Ridge, part of Arlington Heights

39:	 Don Harmon (D) - Oak Park, Schiller 
Park, Franklin Park, Melrose Park, Elm-
wood Park, River Forest

Ill. House of Representatives
7:	 Karen Yarbrough (D) - Bellwood, 

Maywood, Broadview, Forest Park
16:	 Lou Lang (D) - Lincolnwood, part of 

Skokie, North side of Chicago
17:	 Elizabeth Coulson (R) - Glenview, 

Northfield, and parts of Winnetka, Wil-
mette, Morton Grove, Evanston, and 
Skokie.

18:	 Julie Hamos (D) - Evanston, Wilmette, 
Winnetka

22:	 Sandy Pihos (R) - Burham, Brid-
geview, Justice, Countryside

27:	 Monique Davis (D) - Palos Heights, 
Alsip, far S Chicago, Blue Island

29:	 David Miller (D) - Dolton, Calumet 
City, South Holland, Thorton, Glen-
wood

34:	 Connie Howard (D) Calumet City, 
Lansing, Far south side of Chicago

38:	 Al Riley (D) - Richton Park, Park Forest, 
Matteson, Country Club Hills, Floss-
moor, Hazel Crest, Markham

41:	 Bob Biggins (R ) Lombard, Vil-
lage Park, Elmhurst, Oak Brook, 
Westchester, La Grange Park, Bookfield

43:	 Keith Farnham (D) - Elgin, Carpen-
tersville, East Dundee

56:	 Paul Froehlich (D) - Schaumburg, 
Hoffman Estates, Roselle, Bloom-
ingdale

57:	 Elaine Nekritz (D) - Northbrook, Des 
Plaines, Niles, Prospect Heights

59:	 Kathy Ryg (D) -  Green Oaks, Vernon 
Hills, Lincolnshire, Riverwoods, parts of 
Buffalo Grove, Wheeling

78:	 Deborah Graham (D) - Oak Park, 
River Forest, Melrose Park, Stone Park

80:	 George Scully (D) - Chicago Heights, 
Lynwood, Sauk Village, Crete

DuPage County:
State Senate
21:	 Dan Cronin (R) - Glen Ellyn, Lombard, 

Villa Park, Oak Prook, Westchester, 
parts of Elmhurst, Downers Grove, 
Brookfield

41:	 Christine Radogno (R) -  Frankfort, 
New Lenox, Lemont, Darien, Burr 
Ridge, Western Springs

42:	 Sandy Pihos (R) - parts of Downers 
Grove, Lisle, Glen Ellyn, Lombard

State House of Representatives
41:	 Bob Biggins (R) - Lombard, Vil-

lage Park, Elmhurst, Oak Brook, 
Westchester, La Grange Park, Bookfield

95:	 Mike Fortner (R) - Wheaton, Warren-
ville, Winfield, West Chicago, Batavia

96:	 Darlene Senger (R) - Naperville, parts 

of Aurora

Lake County: 
State Senate
29:	 Susan Garrett (D)  -  Glencoe, High-

land Park, Lake Forest, Lake Bluff, 
Deerfield

30:	 Terry Link (D) - Waukegan, Green Oaks, 
Vernon Hills, Lincolnshire, Riverwoods, 
parts of Buffalo Grove & Wheeling

Ill. House of Representatives
51:	 Amanda Howland (D) -  Round Lake 

Park, Libertyville, Mundelein, Haw-
thron Woods, Lake Zurich, Long Grove, 
Deer Park (see page 20)

58:	 Karen May (D) - Highalnd park, Deer-
field, Northbrook, Glencoe, lake Forest, 
Lake Bluff

59:	 Kathy Ryg (D) - Green Oaks, Vernon 
Hills, Lincolnshire, Riverwoods, parts of 
Buffalo Grove, Wheeling

62:	 Sandy Cole (R) - Gurnee, Grayslake, 
Lake Villa, Round Lake Beach

Will County
State Senate
41:	 Christine Radogno (R ) - Frankfort, 

New Lenox, Lemont, Darien, Burr 
Ridge, Western Springs

42:	 Linda Holmes (D) -  Aurora, Oswego, 
Plainfield, parts of Joliet

95:	 Mike Fortner (R) - Wheaton, Warren-
ville, Winfield, West Chicago, Batavia

Ill. House of Representatives
80:	 George Scully (D) - Chicago Heights, 

Lynwood, Sauk Village, Crete
85:	 Emily McAsey (D) - Bolingbrook, 

Lockport, Lemont, Crest Hill
95:	 Mike Fortner (R) - Wheaton, Warren-

ville, Winfield, West Chicago, Batavia

Kane County
Ill. House of Representatives
43:	 Keith Farnham (D) - Elgin, Carpen-

tersville, East Dundee
83:	 Linda Chapa La Via (D) -Aurora, 

Montgomery

Quad Cities
Ill. House of Representatives
71:	 Mike Boland (D)

Urbana-Champaign
Ill. House of Representatives
103:	Naomi Jakobbson (D)

St. Louis Metro East
Ill. House of Representatives
114:	Wyvetter Younge (D)
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October

3-5 Canoeing the Upper Iowa 
River, Decorah, IA. Explore 

a clear, meandering river ranked as one 
of the top scenic spots in America from 
a canoe. See 100 foot bluffs, natural 
springs, eagles, hawks and herons. Base 
camp on riverfront sites which include 
showers and flush toilets. Cost: $85 
includes group meals, canoe rental 
and camping. Limit 18 people. Contact 
leader Chris Lazzari at 630-863-3347 or 
e-mail clazstar@hotmail.com. 

4 Biking the Sugar River Trail, 
Southwest, WI. Join us for an early 

fall bike ride along the Sugar River Trail 
from Brodhead to New Glarus, Wiscon-
sin. We will cover 46 miles along this 
limestone surfaced trail. Lunch will be 
at the New Glarus Hotel in New Glarus, 
“America’s Little Switzerland”. Limit 15. 
Fee: $3 Call leader Mark Ginger at 847-
699-0329. 

5 Lusk Creek Wilderness, Eddyville, 
IL. Car pool starts 9AM Murdale 

Shopping Center in Carbondale, or old 
Wal-Mart parking lot in Marion 9:30. This 
new Forest Service trail includes Natural 
Bridge, Saltpeter Cave, and pretty cliff 
lines. Easy to moderate level: 3.5 miles 
round trip. Learn about the value of 
wilderness areas. Limit 10 hikers. Con-
tact leader Bob Tyson at 684-5643. Trail 
description available at http://shawnee-
group.blogspot.com 

10-12 Shawnee Trash Bash, 
Golconda, IL. Have fun 

and keep Illinois’ only National Forest 
beautiful! We will car-camp at War Bluff 
Wildlife Sanctuary, along the Ohio River. 
Saturday morning we go to nearby clean-
up sites in the Shawnee National Forest. 
There are self guided hikes around War 
Bluff for those with the energy. Saturday 
night cookout and campfire. Camping 
and 4 meals for $25! Contact Leader Tom 
Borchard at 847-390-8386 

10-13 Hikes / Fall Colors at 
Shawnee National For-

est, Harrisburg, IL. Day hikes and fall 
colors in Shawnee National Forest. The 
mix of trees can provide an unequaled 
autumn spectrum of color. Learn “Why 
Leaves Turn Color.” We’ll stay at a luxuri-
ous B&B. Cost is $165 (+$10 if less than 
15 participants) and includes lodging, 3 
breakfasts & 2 gourmet dinners. Limit 16. 
Leader is Paul Silverman 847-392-3433. 

Co-leader: Joe Pokorny.

11 Volunteer Work Day at Midewin 
National Tallgrass Prairie, 

Wilmington, IL. Join friends and have 
fun assisting with the creation of the 
17,000-acre National Tallgrass Prairie. 
Site naturalists will guide our activities. 
Dress for outdoor work — equipment 
provided. At end of work day, we will 
do a guided hike or bike ride. Call Leader 
Steve Carrow at 630-293-4988

11 Bike to the Botanic Gardens, 
Chicago, IL.  Enjoy a 50-mile 

round-trip (30-mile option) bike ride 
through Cook County Forest Preserves. 
See why the North Branch of the Chi-
cago River is so important to migrating 
birds and wildlife. Expect a pace of 12-17 
mph with interpretative stops. Some 
riding on city streets. Helmets required! 
Leader: Chris Williamson. Contact Assis-
tant Leader Take’ Yamamoto, at 773-
528-7812 or email ch-socials@illinois.
sierraclub.org.

11-13 Canoeing and Kayaking 
Pere Marquette River, 

Baldwin, MI. Float down 40 miles of fall 
colors of this famous trout and salmon 
stream. See the results of the river man-
agement program. Cost: $75, includes 
rustic camping and hardy group meals. 
Intermediate and advanced canoeists 
and kayakers are welcome. Rentals avail-
able. Leader: Rich Balis. Contact assistant 
leader Phil Walusek at 708-479-7996 
7-9pm or 312-751-4504 starting Sep-
tember 1st

19 Day Hikes at Spring Creek Pre-
serve & Raceway Woods, Cook/

Kane County, IL. Explore two preserves 
in fall colors. Start at Spring Creek Pre-
serve in Barrington and hike 4-5 miles 
observing the restoration results assist-
ed by the Northwest Cook Sierra Club 
Group. Next, travel to Raceway Woods in 
Carpentersville, which is being restored 
to its original ecosystem of oak savannas, 
mesic woodlands and prairies. Cost: $3. 
Limit 20. Contact leader Mark Ginger at 
847-699-0329. Co-Leader: Berni Kolasa. 

23-26 3-Day Backpack at 
Hoosier Nat’l Forest, 

Story, IN. Learn how this area became a 
national forest. Backpack into the forest, 
camp by a stream, spend a day exploring 
this vast wilderness and backpack out, 
covering about 8 miles on each of 3 days. 
This moderately paced trip is suitable 
for beginners in good condition and 
experienced backpackers too. Limit 18. 
Cost: $50. Leaders: Fred Weber and Mary 
O’Boyle. Call Fred at 630-469-6826.

25-26 Annual Halloween 
Campout, Indiana 

Dunes, IN. Celebrate Halloween in an 
ecologically diverse area. 24 hours of 
ghostly fun. Bring your friendly dog for a 
howling good time. Gather Saturday and 
enjoy an afternoon hike, dinner, camping 
and a short hike Sunday after breakfast.  
Bring your tent or coffin! Share haunt-
ing tales and Halloween talents around 
the campfire. Cost: $25. Contact leader 
Ruth Mills at 773-401-1420. Costumes 
optional but encouraged! 

November

1 Fall Colors-Canoe the Rock River, 
Oregon, IL. Join us in Oregon, Illi-

nois, as we canoe down the beautiful 
Rock River on a colorful fall day. Deposit 
of $31 covers fees, costs and canoes. 
Limit 20. Contact leader Jan Bradford at 
847-455-2947 after 7PM or e-mail jbrad-
ford60131@sbcglobal.net. Co-leader is 
Mike Way.

8 Sandhill Crane & Migrating Bird 
Hike, Indiana Dunes & Jasper- 

Pulaski. Sandhill Cranes & migratory 
birds wing their way through north-
western Indiana. We will start with a 
shorebird hike in the Indiana Dunes 
National Lakeshore then drive to the 
Jasper-Pulaski State Fish & Wildlife Area 
to watch thousands of cranes bed down 
for the night. Cost: $5. Contact leader 
Floyd Bednarz at 847-933-9340 or email 
fbednarz@hotmail.com. Sign-ups taken 
Oct 1-Nov. 5.

16 Hamburg Hill Trail, Reynolds-
ville, IL. Carpool starts 12:30 at 

the ranger station in Murphysboro, or 
1:15pm Jonesboro Square gas station. 
The trail runs between a major swamp 
and a long cliff line. Expect to spend 
about 2 hours exploring this area. Com-
mon interests between Sierra Club and 
Ducks Unlimited will be noted. Con-
tact leader Bob Tyson at 684-5643. Trail 
description available at http://shawnee-

group.blogspot.com 

December

14 Rice Hollow Trail, Karber Ridge, 
IL. Carpool starts 9am Murdale 

Shopping Center in Carbondale, or old 
Wal-Mart parking lot in Marion 9:30. This 
1.5 mile canyon trail includes rock forma-
tions, shelter bluffs and two cliff lines 
converging to a narrow point. We may 
visit two natural bridges. Trail erosion 
will be noted. Contact leader Bob Tyson 
at 684-5643. Trail description available at 
http://shawneegroup.blogspot.com 

January 2009 

9-11Wolf Tracking in Northern 
Wisconsin, Tomahawk, WI. 

Wolf tracking in Northern Wisconsin. 
This unique outing will be at Treehaven, 
an outdoor education center. Activities 
include orientation on wolf behavior, 
outdoor winter survival skills, tracking 
& a wolf howl. Snowshoes & cross coun-
try skis will be used for exploring this 
beautiful site. $170 fee covers lodging, 3 
meals, equipment, & administrative fees. 
Limit 15. Contact leader Mark Ginger at 
847-699-0329. See www.uwsp.edu/cnr/
treehaven.

10 Cross-Country Ski Clinic, The 
Little House Cabin in Glencoe, 

IL. Learn about cross-country skiing! 
The clinic will be 1:00 to 4:30pm, fol-
lowed by a potluck dinner. Get up-to-
date information before renting/buying 
equipment. Topics include cross-country 
ski techniques, clothing, equipment and 
where to ski. Cost: $15, includes a dona-
tion to the Wisconsin Nordic Network. 
Contact coordinator Floyd Bednarz start-
ing November 1, 2008 at 847-933-9340 
or e-mail fbednarz@hotmail.com.

24-25 Beginner Cross Coun-
try Ski Workshop, 

Delafield, WI. Learn to cross-country 
ski! Learn basic skills in a controlled 
area then improve them on the trails 
with instructors. Cost: $15, includes trail 
fees, handout and donation to support 
cross country ski trails. Meals and lodg-
ing costs are not included. Limit 20 par-
ticipants. Co-leaders: Donna and Steve 
Turner. Contact trip leaders Teri and 
Dave Barnard at 847-255-9982 begin-
ning December 1.

For up-to-the-minute list-
ings and more details visit 
http://illinois.sierraclub.
org/outings
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The latest Ill. city to go Cool: Rockford
By Rich Muniz

On June 11, Mayor Larry Morrissey 
signed the U.S. Mayors’ Climate Pro-
tection Agreement, making Rockford 

the 32nd Illinois city to become a Cool 
City. This culminated eighteen months of 
work by the Green Communities Coalition 
(GCC), a grass-roots environmental organi-
zation of which the Black Hawk Chapter of 
the Sierra Club is a member.

I became involved as the newsletter 
editor for the Black Hawk chapter and 
an executive committee member. By this 
time, the GCC had already been estab-
lished. The GCC has been instrumental 
in promoting environmental awareness 
through positive action since its incep-
tion. It was a loose alliance of individuals 
representing a wide assortment of inter-
ests, including religious, educational and 
environmental groups both liberal and 
conservative.

The ExCom of the Black Hawk chap-
ter had decided to take on the cause of 
making Rockford a Cool City by the time 
we heard of the GCC, which had already 
been discussing the Cool Cities campaign. 
I attended my first GCC meeting in Novem-
ber 2006. It was decided to participate in 
the Cool Cities campaign and a steering 
committee was formed. 

Jim Roberts, the pastor of Emmanuel 
Lutheran Church and a longtime human 
rights and environmental activist, was 
chosen as the president. Mike Kearney, 

Rockford teacher and member of the 
Just Goods fair trade store board of direc-
tors, became the vice-president. Jamie 
Johanssen, the director of marketing and 
community relations for the Winnebago 
County Forest Preserve District volun-
teered to be the secretary. Allen Penti-
coff, a long-time political and environ-
mental activist, took on the job of being 
the group’s web and communications 
director. Bob Lindstrom, the chief tech-
nology officer for Momentum Advan-
tage Partners and alternative energy 
expert, became GCC’s technical consul-
tant. I am a Rockford teacher with a mas-
ter’s degree in environmental education 
who serves as GCC’s treasurer. This small 

group of dedicated vol-
unteers was to orches-
trate a campaign to make 
Rockford a Cool City.

Our first step was to 
meet with Mayor Morris-
sey, who was already well 
aware of the U.S. Mayors’ 
Climate Protection Agree-
ment. He expressed his 
willingness to sign the 
agreement, but wanted 
us to get community and 
political support for this 
action first.

We proceeded to get 
community organiza-
tions, businesses, church-
es and individuals to sign 

statements of supports and to join the 
GCC. We set up a website to keep our mem-
bership and the community informed and 
we participated in numerous local envi-
ronmental events. We met with both the 
Republican and Democratic city council 
caucuses and persuaded the Democratic 
Caucus chairperson to write a resolution 
in support of Cool Cities.

A year and half after that meeting 
in November 2006, the Resolution was 
passed and signed by the mayor, clear-
ing the way for him to sign the U.S. May-
ors’ Climate Protection Agreement making 
Rockford another Illinois Cool City. 

R i c h  M u n i z  is newsletter editor for the Black 
Hawk Group of the Sierra Club.

Illinois Chapter Directory
E x e c u t i v e  Co mmi   t t ee
Chair: Bill Davies (chair@illinois.sierraclub.org,  
309-797-6101)
Vice-Chair: Bob Larson (larsonlaw@gmail.com)
Secretary: Christine Williamson (birdchris@aol.com,  
773-935-8439)
Treasurer: Charlie Kubert (ckubert@elpc.org,  
312-795-3716)
At-Large: Fran Caffee (francaffee@earthlink.net,  
630-859-1687)

George Etu (gjetu@yahoo.com, 847-432-3787)
Craig Gilbertson (l10csg1@core.cso.niu.edu,  
815-748-5037)
Linda Sullivan (lsullivan23@hotmail.com,  
630-620-5257)
Lynn Rotunno (lynn_rotunno@yahoo.com)
Rudy Habben (309-685-5605)
Verena Owen (baumling@aol.com)
Barbara Hill (bchill@att.net, 847-937-8242)
Will Reynolds (willinois@gmail.com,  
217-553-1702)

Lo c al   Gr  o up  s  o f  t h e  
I lli   n o i s  C h ap  t er
All Illinois Sierra Club members are assigned to 
one of 15 local groups.  Each has an elected 
Executive Committee and hosts regular 
general public program meetings.  To 
find local contact informaton and meet-
ing dates and locations visit:  illinois.
sierraclub.org or call 312-251-1680 x0

12: Blackhawk (Rockford area), 1: 
Chicago (includes inner ring sub-
urbs), 13: Eagle View (Quad cit-
ies area), 3: Heart of Illinois (Peo-
ria area), 4: Kaskaskia (Belleville to 
Centralia area), 17: Kishwaukee Solduc 
(DeKalb area), 2: Northwest Cook County 
(Schaumburg area), 6: Piasa Palisades (Alton 
area), 7: Prairie (Champaign-Urbana area), 
15: River Prairie (DuPage Co.), 9: Sangamon 
Valley (Springfield area), 14: Sauk-Calumet 
(south Cook, Will, Kankakee cos.), 10: Shawnee 
(Carbondale area), 16: Valley of the Fox (Kane & Ken-
dall cos.), 5: Woods & Wetlands (Lake & NE Cook cos.)

Rich Muniz, Blackhawk Group, presenting Mayor Morrissey 
with a certificate of appreciation from the Sierra Club for mak-
ing Rockford a Cool City.
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Statements from candidates for executive      committee
Fran Caffee

I am presently serving on the ExCom 
and would like to continue for another 
two years. As the world comes face to face 
with global warming, what we do in Illi-
nois can be significant. We must stop wait-
ing for the other states/other countries to 
“do something.” We didn’t wait when we 
ran head on into the industrial revolution. 
Well, now it’s payback time. 

I also work with the Sierra Club Water 
Sentinels program and would like to see 
more Groups get involved. I want to con-
tinue working with the Illinois Chapter 
volunteers and staff to try to make even a 
small bit of difference. And maybe togeth-
er we can make a bigger difference.

I would appreciate your vote for the 
2009-10 ExCom cycle.

Fran Caffee
Valley of the Fox Group Vice Chair

Chris Williamson
It’s been my privilege to serve the Sierra 

Club as an activist since 1987. This 20-year 
history has given me a long, Sierra Club-
specific perspective about environmental 
issues in Illinois, nationwide and globally. 

I’ve been a member of the Chapter 
ExCom since the early 1990s and currently 
serve as chair of the Endangered Places/
Species and co-chair of the Olympics com-
mittees. My local group is Chicago Group; 
I serve as group and conservation chair. I 
also serve on Sierra Club’s National Wildlife 
and Endangered Species Committee.

I have a strong interest in land and spe-
cies protection: Protecting habitat is syn-
onymous with protecting both common 
and threatened species. I am particularly 
concerned about the impact of climate 
change on plant and animal species. The 
combination of efforts to control global 
warming and species and land protection 
is the Sierra Club’s exciting Cool Habitats 
campaign. I am committed to furthering 
the campaign nationwide and right here 
in Illinois. Locally, Cool Habitats likely will 
translate into a statewide focus on habitat 
protection to save threatened species. To 
that end, I’m looking forward to working 
with conservation activists around Illinois 
to better protect the natural environment 
in their own areas. 

Rudy Habben
I am currently on the Chapter ExCom 

and am Vice Chair, Heart of Illinois Group. 
I am very interested in continuing on the 
Executive Committee of the Illinois Chap-
ter of the Sierra Club, and ask for your vote. 
It is essential to have downstate represen-

tatives on the Chapter ExCom. Coal mining, 
ethanol and other energy issues are a few 
downstate concerns that have statewide 
implications. As the nuclear energy issues 
contact, I keep updated with Nuclear Ener-
gy Information Service materials, and with 
area members facing nuclear issues, such 
as the proposed Clinton II nuclear reactor. 
Energy issues are one of my key concerns. 
In the last five years several wind farms 
have been constructed in Central Illinois. 
As a Chapter, we need to keep abreast 
of these events. With the coming change 
in Federal administration, the next few 
years will be an exciting time to be on the 
Chapter ExCom. I will promote the goals of 
one Club, and work diligently to help the 
Chapter address challenges ahead.

Lynn Rotunno
As a current Chapter Executive Com-

mittee member, I have been honored 
to serve Sierra Club members in Illinois. 
We face many environmental challenges 
including recent state budget cuts for nat-
ural resource protections. However, with 
increased public support for environmen-
tal initiatives, there are new opportunities 
for meaningful progress. To leverage these 
opportunities, Illinois needs a strong and 
unified voice to promote environmental 
responsibility. Illinois Sierra Club is that 
voice. Our committed and energetic mem-
bers and dedicated staff are our greatest 
asset, responsible for many recent environ-
mental advocacy successes. If re-elected, 
I will work with our members to address 
environmental concerns, both at the Chap-
ter and Group levels, utilizing Sierra Club 
resources to make a real and lasting differ-
ence. I am a life-long resident of Illinois and 
work professionally in the field of environ-
mental education and advocacy. I currently 
chair the Illinois Sierra Club Water Quantity 
Committee, formed to advocate for sus-
tainable water supplies. I look forward to 
the possibility of serving Illinois Sierra Club 
members again on the Chapter Executive 
Committee and working to preserve our 
natural resources for generations to come.

Kenneth Wolf
I have been a member of the Sierra Club 

for many years. I became more active in the 
organization in early 2006 when I became 
Treasurer of the Chicago Group. I greatly 
enjoyed working with the various mem-
bers of the Group, as we worked on vari-
ous projects. As a result, when asked in late 
2008, I agreed to help the Chapter with its 
accounting and bookkeeping needs.

I would now like to increase my contribu-

tions to the Chapter by becoming a member 
of its Board. Today there are many environ-
mental issues that need to be addressed on 
a local, state and national basis. To name but 
a few: Chicago’s bid for the Olympics, Clean 
Cars, Cool Cities, the November elections, 
global warming and endangered species. 
Unfortunately, the Chapter’s resources have 
become very limited: gas prices are up, the 
economy is slowing, housing is in a depres-
sion, and the national elections are diverting 
contributions that would normally come to 
the Chapter. With my accounting and finan-
cial background I can help the Chapter to 
determine where it should spend its limited 
resources in order to ensure that it achieves 
both its short and long term goals. 

Tony Fuller
“We are the ones we’ve been waiting 

for.” Barack Obama, Feb. 5, 2008. I am run-
ning for Chapter ExCom because I believe 
that to protect our environmental “back 
yards” and the planet from environmental 
threats we have to recognize and use our 
power to fight for them. The Sierra Club 
teaches people how to find and use their 
own power to work to resolve environmen-
tal problems. I want to help make the Sierra 
Club a more effective vehicle for address-
ing environmental issues. As a member 
of the Chapter ExCom, I will push for the 
Chapter to adopt policies and budgets 
that recognize the Club’s need to increase 
the breadth of our membership and volun-
teer involvement. Increased membership 
and membership involvement will help 
the Club accomplish its legislative goals by 
demonstrating to legislators that there is 
deep and broad based public support for 
environmental protection in Illinois. I have 
leadership experience with the Sierra Club 
both as a volunteer on energy and water 
issue since 1993. In 2000, I served as Secre-
tary of the John Muir (Wisconsin) Chapter 
ExCom. Currently, I’m Co-Chair of the Chi-
cago Group Air & Energy Committee and a 
member of the group’s ExCom.

Verena Owen
My husband Peter and I joined the 

Sierra Club when we moved to Illinois to 
be connected to like-minded people. We 
enjoy the outdoors, sailing, running and 
spending time at our cabin with family. 

I have been the Illinois Chapter’s clean air 
campaign chair since 2003. I was elected to 
the Chapter ExCom two years ago. Now that 
the increasing urgency to solve global warm-
ing is becoming more and more evident, the 
next couple of years will be critical. 

I would like the opportunity to contin-
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Candidate Statements:  The Executive Committee organizes the activities of  the Northwest Cook 
County Group. The ExCom meets the first Thursday of each month and any member is welcome to at-
tend the meetings. From December 2008 to September 2009, meetings will be held on the first Tuesday 

of the month. The meetings are held at Spring Valley Nature Center in Schaumburg.

BALLOT FOR THE 2008 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Ballot #1
Choose Three Candidates

From Below

 Donna Hriljac

 Gary Salavitch

 Rick Szafarz

 Jim McCarthy

Ballot #2
(For Joint Member Vote)
Choose Three Candidates

 Donna Hriljac

 Gary Salavitch

 Rick Szafarz

 Jim McCarthy
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DuPage Sierr a n
Vote for Legislators Who Side with You 
Rather Than Industry Lobbyists

This year, Illinois attempted to join 14
other states that have adopted the
Clean Car Standard, which is stronger
than the federal standard. The Illinois
Clean Cars Act will save consumers
money at the pump, curb global warm-
ing emissions and protect our health by
raising fuel efficiency and removing fine
particles and other pollutants from
Illinois cars’ tailpipe emissions. 

Whatever car you drive whether it is a
Ford Focus or a Chevy Tahoe, it exists
today in a clean car version that is
being sent to the 14 states that have
passed the Clean Car Act. All we have
to do to get these clean cars is to pass
the Clean Car Act. 

We fell about nine votes short.

Legislators cite concerns for the auto
industry. However, Detroit is not losing
money because of environmental regu-
lations. With gas at almost $4 a gallon,
Detroit is losing money because its
cars are not environmental enough. If
industry lobbyists had not resisted rais-
ing CAFE standards for the past 30
years, they would be well positioned
today to make money.

Several DuPage legislators bucked
pressure from industry lobbyists to sup-
port the Clean Cars Act. These brave
legislators should be rewarded with
your vote. They are:
Bob Biggins (R) House 41
Dan Cronin (R) Senate 21
Michael Fortner (R) House 95
Sandra Pihos (R) House 42
Christine Radogno (R) Senate 41

All other incumbents from DuPage in
the Illinois General Assembly buckled
to industry pressure. Please consider
voting for their challenger.

Global warming is upon us. Gas prices
are at record highs. DuPage air does
not meet federal standards. We can’t do
anything about it unless we change the
people who run Springfield. If your state
senator or representative is not listed
above, change should start by sending
someone else to represent you.

Bob Biggins (R) IL House 41
Bob Biggins is a long-time
friend to the environment and
the Sierra Club. Last year
Biggins supported Sierra Club

by cosponsoring our key initiative, the
Clean Cars Act. He also cosponsored
the Energy Efficient Buildings code bill.
In the past he has been helpful on wet-
lands preservation, dealing with mer-
cury and diesel truck emissions.

Dan Cronin (R) IL
Senate 21
Dan Cronin is an 
environmental leader
in his caucus that the
Sierra Club counts on.
He cosponsored our
key initiative, the

Clean Cars Act this year, was a chief
co-sponsor of our Renewable energy
bill the year before. A long-time friend,
he stuck his neck out to save the
Illinois Endangered Species Act many
years ago when it was under attack
and was part of our fight to save 
isolated wetlands.

Michael Fortner (R) for
IL House -95
“Michael Fortner has
been an incredibly
strong voice in
Springfield for the envi-
ronment,” said Jack
Darin, Illinois Sierra

Club director. “In just one term, his
science background and willingness
to speak up has made him very influ-
ential and a great plus for the Sierra
C l u b ’s issues.”

Michael Fortner began as a citizen
activist fighting to hold Kerr-McGee
Corporation responsible for contaminat-
ing the rivers and groundwater of West
Chicago and surrounding communities
with thorium. He provided crucial 
leadership as he progressed from 
citizen to West Chicago alderman to
West Chicago mayor in getting the
multi-group thorium clean-up agree-
ment with Kerr-McGee. This cleanup
will be one of the most extensive river
cleanups in the nation.

A Northern Illinois University faculty
member and Ph.D in physics, Fortner is
aware of the need to address environ-
mental concerns. As West Chicago
mayor, he worked to get a modern fil-
tration plant built. He pushed to make
the West Chicago Prairie an Illinois
Nature Preserve and finalized the
DuPage transportation plan. 

His membership on the House Energy
and Environment Committee and the
Transportation Committee bespeak his
environmental priorities and position
him to be the powerful help to the
Sierra Club that he is. Last year no 
one fought harder for mass transit 
than Fortner.

Michael Fortner has been a good vote
and fighter for most of our issues,
including Clean Cars, the Global
Warming Solutions Act, renewable
energy, mass transit, open space, IDNR
funding and energy efficient building
codes. He sees a clean, safe, healthy

by Linda Sullivan



D u pa  g e  s ierra     n  1 7  4 t h  Q U A R T E R  2 0 0 8

DuPage Sierran
Executive Chair: Frank Orto
Editor: Bonnie Blake
Writer: Linda Sullivan
Hotline and Web page!
For a listing of activities, legislative action alerts, and outings
information, call the 24-hour hotline, 6 3 0 - 9 8 5 - 1185, or visit
h t t p : / / i l l i n o i s . s i e r r a c l u b . o r g / r p g.

Sierra Club’s River Prairie Group
of DuPage County
Calendar of Events
General programs are held at the Glen Ellyn Public Library approxi-
mately six times a year. Times and days for general programs may
vary, check the RPG’s web page at www. i l l i n o i s . s i e r r a c l u b . o r g / r p g o r
the 24-hour hotline at 630-955-1185. Both provide detailed information
about general programs and other activities sponsored by the group.
Glen Ellyn Public Library is in downtown Glen Ellyn at 400 Duane St.
Duane runs east/west and is the first street on the south side of the
Metra tracks. From Highway 53 or I-355, exit at Roosevelt Rd., go a
few blocks west on Roosevelt, then turn right (N) at Main St. in Glen
Ellyn. Head north a few blocks on Main to just before the railway
tracks; turn left (W) on Duane.The library is on the right (N) side of
Duane. Committee meetings are usually held in Sierra Club activist’s
homes. For times and locations, call the Sierra Club activist listed.

PROGRAMS AT THE GLENELLYNLIBRARY -TBA
NOVEMBER 5, DECEMBER 3, JANUARY 7, 2009
Check out our web site for dates and times, call Bruce Blake
at 630-629-2520 or e-mail Rllnstns1@aol.com.
SPECIAL EVENT
RPG picnic, Sunday, August 3. See a wind turbine and solar
oven. Check the RPG website for details.
OUTINGS
Call Steve Turner at 630-782-5865 or check the web for
dates and times. 
For RPG Programs and General Meetings, call the RPG
Hotline, check http://illinois.sierraclub.org/rpg/general_pgms.
html or contact Bruce Blake at 630-629-2520 or
Rllnstns1@aol.com.
River Prairie Group Native Plant Restoration - Glacial Ridge
Forest Preserve/Prairie Path in Glen Ellyn. For details, e-
mail rllnstns@aol.com or call Bruce Blake at 630-629-2520.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 20
New Members Meeting, 7:00 p.m., meeting room B, Glen
Ellyn Library. Call Joe Pokorny for more information at 708-
562-2998. We’d like to invite both new and old members to
come see what opportunities the River Prairie group has to
offer. From hikes and outings to educational programs,
social activities, political lobbying for the environment, water
monitoring and restoration work days, we have something
for everyone.

environment with lots of open space
as a big part of quality of life.

Sandra Pihos (R) IL House 42
Sandra Pihos is one of the more
reliable votes for the environment in
Springfield. Last year she cospon-
sored the Sierra Club’s Clean Cars
bill, Energy Efficient Building Codes Candidate Statements

Carol Rectoris - Treasurer 
I look forward to serving another term as your RPG
Tr e a s u r e r. I have served as the RPG Treasurer since
2002. I will again work with the Executive Committee
to financially enable the Group to continue working
with public officials in Illinois to improve air and water
q u a l i t y. Our accounts are balanced and I have provid-

ed the ExCom with up-to-date financial reports at the bi-monthly
meetings of that group. I am also a voting member of the RPG
ExCom. I continue to have the time and computer expertise to
perform these duties, which include tracking the group’s income
and expenditures, organizing treks to the bank, balancing the
group accounts, providing Sierra Club Group Treasurer Reports
and annual budget, and submitting an Annual Financial Statement
to the National Sierra Club. 

Connie Schmidt - DuPage County Issues
Connie Schmidt is running for a term on the River Prairie Group
ExCom. She has been an active Sierra Club member since 1992
and has previously served two terms for the River Prairie Group.
She is the DuPage County Liaison and fields phone calls, speaks
on behalf of issues and gives suggestions to activists on local
issues. Connie is a lobbyist and has lobbied local, state and fed-
eral officials throughout DuPage County. Connie has an interest
in state issues as well and has organized four fund raisers in the
last four years to support the Chapter objectives. Connie is a
DuPage Forest Preserve volunteer at the newly opened St.
James Farm, and an amateur wild flower gardener. She enjoys
riding her horse and bike on the vast trails available in our county. 

Bruce Blake - Program Chair
I have been a member of the River Prairie Group for over ten
years. In addition to serving on the Executive Committee, 
I have worked on bringing programs such as The Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge, Environmental Alternatives, Nature Programs,
Native Plant Restoration and Native Plant Fund raiser. I would
be honored to represent your interest in what direction our Club
will take. 

Joe Pokorny - Membership Chair
No statement.

• Vote for a candidate by checking off the box next to his/her name.
• Vote for up to four candidates.
• Print your full name and address on the outside of the envelope for member-

ship verification, and mark it to the attention of the Elections Committee,
c/o Frank Orto, 239 S. Fairfield Ave., Lombard, IL60148, by 12/15/08.

• Joint members may use a xerox copy for a second ballot. Indicate “joint”
on the outside of the envelope and list both joint members’ names.

River Prairie Group Executive Committee Ballot 

__ Carol Rectoris __ Connie Schmidt __ Bruce Blake __ Joe Pokorny

Return ballot for receipt by December 15 to: Frank Orto, 239 S. Fairfield
Ave., Lombard, IL60148,

2009 Group Executive Committee Elections

continued on last page
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Thanks to the efforts of many grass roots
volunteers, trees at Ackerman Woods in
Glen Ellyn will be saved. On June 3, the
Glen Ellyn Park District Board met for a
special session and voted 4-1 (Ta y l o r,
Schoen, Dallman, Minogue for, Jourdan
against, Aubrey and Hess absent), to end
plans to remove over 300 mature trees
and construct two more soccer fields at
Ackerman Park. The fight continues until
the plan to build a storm water detention
facility in Ackerman Woods is dropped
by the Village of Glen Ellyn.
The battle to save Ackerman Woods
involved many groups and individuals
who gave time and expertise. Melissa
and David Creech began the effort and
were joined by Citizens for Glen Ellyn
Preservation, a Glenbard West High
School environmental group, and the
River Prairie Group of the Sierra Club.
Connie Schmidt read a letter at a Park
District Workshop Meeting you can find
at www.saveackermanwoods.com. She
stressed the importance of preserving
wetlands and Sierra Club’s concerns
about past wetland violations at
Ackerman Park that have not been
addressed. The Environmental Law &
Policy Center gave help and drafted a
letter. Other agencies brought into the
affair include the DuPage County
Department of Environmental Concerns.
Volunteers worked hard to keep the issue
in the news and on the Internet. T h e r e
was ongoing coverage by local press,
Chicago radio and TV coverage, over 60
letters-to-the-editor in support of the
group, ads in local newspapers, volunteer
graphic designers and photographers
lending talent, two Facebook groups,
each with over 180 members, assistance
from two local Democrats, and 600

phone calls to Glen Ellyn residents.
The Ackerman Woods victory is a testa-
ment to how well-organized grass roots
groups can change even projects that
have been voted on and nearly reached
their final stage. Perhaps because this
was an intergovernmental agreement
between the Village of Glen Ellyn and the
Park District, there was a lack of public
awareness and input in earlier stages of
the project. The Village Board admitted in
April that they were unaware that trees
would be cut down and announced pub-
licly that they’d like to revisit the agree-
ment. Both the Village and the Park
District claimed the other entity was the
only one that could halt the process and
they refused to meet. Comments by
Village Board Trustees and their attorney
at a meeting May 12 indicated that the
P.D. and Village Board considered the
activists “a vocal minority‚” and that the
vast majority of Glen Ellyn residents
wanted the project to go forward.
The campaign mushroomed to include
more community members the week of
May 13-20 when volunteers delivered
5000 postcards and made phone calls.
There were over 1100 signatures on
the online petition by the time the Park
District met May 20. More than 130
people attended.
Yet the battle was still uphill. The mem-
bers of the Park District Board had previ-
ously refused to place the item on the
agenda and, on May 20, Board President
Bill Taylor began by declaring the Park
District would move forward without dis-
cussing new information from the
research efforts (including Freedom of
Information requests) of Melissa and
David Creech. The Board allowed one

hour for community members to address
them. Community members were dis-
mayed by the elected officials disregard
for the opinions of the people they are
supposed to represent.
After the meeting various new constituen-
cies tried to persuade the Board to recon-
s i d e r, given the public outcry. They includ-
ed State Rep. Sandra Pihos (endorsed by
Sierra Club) and members of the DuPage
County Board. P.D. board members said
it is a local issue and asked the elected
o fficials to stop contacting them.
The tide turned with the return of Park
District Board Member Dallman. The
result is positive, so far. The battle con-
tinued June 9 when the Glen Ellyn
Village Board voted to not accept any
bids for tree removal and agreed to
consider other options for the storm
water detention facility project. The pro-
ject needs to be cancelled because it
will lead to flooding and more wetland
damage in the area between Main St.
and the park. (See www.saveackerman-
woods.com.) As of August, the Glen
Ellyn Village Board has yet to make a
decision, so monitor the website and
attend meetings when needed.
Glen Ellyn residents realized there has
been a lack of transparency (and a lack of
watchdogs) and that their elected off i c i a l s
are slow in listening to constituents. Every
community needs members who closely
follow local government actions that may
a ffect environmental issues. There is now
an organized group who plan to follow
local politics more closely and even
recruit candidates for local office. L i k e
the sunrise over Ackerman Woods print-
ed on the postcard distributed by con-
cerned citizens, a new day is dawning.

S i e rra Club Endorses Jill Morg e n t h a l e r

The Sierra Club has endorsed Jill
Morgenthaler as candidate for the U.S.
House of Representatives from the 6th
District of Illinois.

Morgenthaler will take to the House over
30 years of experience in the private sec-
t o r, the military, and government including
recent service as Illinois’ H o m e l a n d
Security A d v i s o r. This varied set of expe-
riences involving worldwide travel has
taught her many lessons about the poten-
tial the U.S. has to be a leader in environ-
mental issues including the development

of clean and efficient energy sources. She
supports legislation that caps carbon
emissions and encourages smart energy
solutions including tax incentives for
improved electrical efficiency and an
increase in CAFE standards. She also
opposes drilling in the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge and in other threatened
wild lands. She promised to actively sup-
port federal Wilderness designation for
Ripple Hollow, Burke Branch, and Camp
Hutchins in Shawnee National Forest.

Morgenthaler's opponent is Peter

Roskam, a one-term incumbent. He has
a League of Conservation Voters rating of
only 15 percent. For example, in the
110th Congress, Roskam voted against
the Clean Energy Act (H.R. 6), the Clean
Air Act (H. R. 2643), and the Renewable
Energy and Energy Conservation Tax A c t
of 2008 (H.R. 5351).

Please support Jill Morgenthaler with your
money and time by visiting www. j i l l m o r-
g e n t h a l e r.com. You can help the Sierra
Club support her directly by contacting
Mary Vieregg at mary@vieregg.net.

Local Grass Roots Vi c t o ry for Wetland 
and Open Space Pre s e rv a t i o n
by Julia A. Nephew, Co-Chair, River Prairie Bluestem Network
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Two Environmental Candidates Square Off! 
Can This be DuPage?

The Illinois Sierra Club has taken the
unprecedented step of endorsing both
the Republican and Democratic candi-
dates for the 96th Illinois House dis-
trict which comprises parts of
Naperville and A u r o r a .

“In DuPage we have never before
seen two equally ardent environmen-
talists with two strong campaigns face
each other,” said Frank Orto, River
Prairie Group chair. “We feel we have
an obligation to inform our members
that both candidates will be friends to
the Sierra Club and work toward envi-
ronmental goals.”

The Sierra Club had no problem in the
March primary deciding to endorse
Republican Darlene Singer against her
anti-environment opponent. But in the
General election she faces Democrat
Dianne McGuire, a hard charging, total-
ly committed environmentalist herself. 

It was a tough decision. The Sierra
Club political guidelines say a dual
endorsement should be “rare.” It has
never been done in Illinois. In the
end, the Political Committee felt a
dual endorsement was the most hon-
est information to give our members.
Both candidates will work for the
e n v i r o n m e n t .

Republican Darlene Singer said the
Sierra Club endorsement was a per-
sonal goal. “I wanted to call my dad
and tell him I had it,” she said. “I knew
he would be so proud.” Senger’s
father worked for Inland Steel in the

1960s when environmental controls
were weak. She grew up hearing her
father agonize about the effect pollu-
tion was having on the fish and watch-
ing the steel mill pollution light the
night sky.

Senger is a Naperville Council-
woman. She attracted Sierra Club
notice by voting three times in a con-
tentious battle to spend money on a
village carbon emissions inventory.
This emissions inventory was sought
by Sierra Club members Stephanie
Hastings and Sarah Ralph. “The best
predictor of how someone will vote in
the future is how they have voted in
the past,” said Ralph. “Senger has
come through for us.” 

Senger said she believes her con-
stituents want a clean environment.
“ Voting the emissions inventory was
the right thing to do,” she said. “Yo u
have to look ahead and see what
e ffect your vote will have for the
future. It is the same reason I will vote
for the Sierra Club’s Clean Cars bill.
People in this district are educated.
They look toward the future when
environmental laws will give us clean
energy jobs and a livable world.”

Dianne McGuire is a retired teacher
from Naperville Unit 203 and past
president of her school’s Education
Association. Senger has received
strong union support, but she told the
Sierra Club that she sees no conflict.
"While there may at times be what

appear to be conflicting economic
interests between business and envi-
ronmental initiatives, with the advent
of more green technologies, new jobs
will be created which cannot be out-
sourced, while at the same time pre-
serving our environment."

M c G u i r e ’s environmentalism comes
directly out of her teaching. “The rise
of asthma has been devastating,” she
said. “My students are missing school,
their parents are missing work to take
care of them and the economy is bear-
ing hidden costs of healthcare and lost
productivity because of pollutants in
our environment.”

Sierra Club endorsement interviewer
Jan Beaton feels McGuire will be a
strong environmental vote in the
General A s s e m b l y. “Her bedrock ideals
are the ideals of the Sierra Club.
There will be no wavering with Dianne
McGuire,” she said.

Hastings and Ralph, who are the
Sierra Club’s citizen lobbyists for the
96th district, were consulted in the
decision. Both are happy with the
Sierra Club’s dual endorsement.
Hastings said the Sierra Club was 
very fair and thorough in their
process. “I was impressed that a
hasty decision was not made,” she
said. In doing a dual endorsement
she said the Club “stood by its princi-
ples and stood by two women who
will do right by the environment. I 
was proud to be a member. ”

Act and Mercury Added Products
ban. Her Illinois Environmental
Council rating was 70 percent in
2007. In 2004 she was the only leg-
islator from DuPage County to get a
100 percent environmental rating
from the Illinois Environmental
Council and one of only 17 represen-
tatives out of 118 to vote against
both bad ATV bills that would have

allowed all-terrain vehicles to wreak
havoc in our state parks. 

In past years Pihos has cosponsored
our bill to save isolated wetlands. 
She said she was most proud of the
work she did lobbying her colleagues
for that bill. “I worked along side
(Representative) Karen May on that
bill and really learned what lobbying

is all about,” she said.

Pihos voted for our bill banning mer-
cury switches and limiting diesel truck
idling in 2006.

Pihos summed up her attitude:
“Unlike many issues where there real-
ly are two sides, when it comes to the
environment, there really is a right
and wrong way. ”

vote for legislators…continued
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It’s Election Time Again, and Our Endorsements Are: 
by Mary Lubertozzi, Political Co-Chair 

Debbie DeFrancesco Halvorson 
for U.S. House of Representatives –  
11th District 

Senator Debbie Halvorson, D-40th, has served in 
the Illinois Senate since 1997. She holds a BA and a 
Master’s Degree in Communications and Training 
from Governors State University. She was appointed 
the Senate Majority Leader in 2005 and is the first 
woman to hold that role in Illinois. She is running for 
U.S. Congress in the 11th Congressional District. 

Her environmental priority 
in Congress would be to 
address the challenge of 
global warming by supporting 
higher gas mileage stan-
dards, stronger standards on 
greenhouse gas emissions, 
and investments in cleaner, 
alternate sources of energy. 
She supports the national 
Sierra Club priorities for 

energy policy, clean air and water, protecting the 
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge from oil drilling, 
protection of wilderness areas, slowing population 
growth, and promoting environmentally responsible 
trade agreements. 
 
George Scully 
for Illinois House - 80th District 

Representative George Scully, D-80th, was 
elected to the Illinois House on 1996. He is a resident 
of Flossmoor and practices law from his office in the 
south suburbs. In addition, Scully is an adjunct 
professor at Governors State University where he 
teaches business law. 

Scully’s primary environmental goal is to make 
certain that environmentally sound public policies are 
pursued in a responsible manner, particularly in the 
field of electrical energy. He is the chairman of the 
Electric Utility Oversight Committee and is working to 
assure that the use of green, renewable energy 
resources is included in the long term plans for 
meeting the public’s needs, and that methods are 

pursued that would conserve energy by efficiently 
managing demand during peak periods. He supports 
the Sierra Club’s goals of decreasing greenhouse 
gas emissions, promoting renewable energy 
production and efficiency, protecting Illinois’ open 
space, and protecting our air, water and health. 
 
Al Riley 
for Illinois House – 38th District 

Representative Al Riley, D-38th, is serving his first 
term in the Illinois House. He holds two master’s 
degrees, one in Statistics and one in Urban Planning 
and Policy from the University of Illinois-Chicago. 
Riley is a former adjunct professor of Business and 
Public Administration at Governors State University. 
He has served as an Olympia Fields trustee and Rich 
Township trustee. Currently, Riley is also the Rich 
Township supervisor. 

As a member of the 
Environmental Health Com-
mittee, he has co-sponsored 
and supported numerous bills 
that the Sierra Club has set as 
priorities, such as energy 
efficiency, the use of renew-
able energy sources for power 
production, the reduction of 
green-house gas emissions, 
promoting the use of mass 
transit, and protecting our land, water, air and health. 
 

The candidates shown represent districts that are 
primarily within the Sauk-Calumet Group’s 
boundaries. To see more Sierra Club endorsements, 
look under BALLOT ’08 on the Illinois Chapter 
website: http://illinois.sierraclub.org 
 
 

Sauk-Calumet Group 
Fourth Quarter 2008 - Volume 27, Issue 4

REMEMBER TO VOTE! 

NOVEMBER 4TH 
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Get Your 2009 Sierra Club 
Calendar (from us) 

by Rich Treptow 

Our 2009 Sierra Club calendar sales project is up 
and running. The beautiful calendars can be used to 
dress up a wall or a desktop, and they make great 
gifts for friends and family. They can be purchased at 
our monthly Sauk-Calumet meetings throughout the 
fall.  

 
The money raised by this project helps our group 

balance its budget. It supports our various projects 
and the environmental causes we stand behind. 

 
Thanks to our members who gave their time and 

energy to our sales effort last year. They are Karen 
Anderson, Steve Baker, John Field, Bernie Kopera, 
Lois Lauer and Rich Treptow. If you would like to 
help out this year, send an e-mail to rtreptow@ 
earthlink.net. The time required is minimal and the 
rewards are many. Admittedly, the pay isn’t too good. 
 

We Chased the Moon 
by Steve Baker, Outings Chair 

No, it wasn’t an “official” outing, but it was fun 
just the same and all for a good cause. 

The Conservation Foundation runs the annual 
“Chase the Moon” event at the Fermi Lab in Batavia. 
If you’ve ever flown into Chicago from the 
west/southwest, you probably have seen the great 
circles on the ground as you “… begin your descent” 
to the airport. From ground level, the circles are less 
obvious, but there are enough security stops and tall 
buildings to kindle curiosity. As the late, great John 
Hartford once sang, “I just wanna look in there.” 

Well, we got our chance to look in there, 
although we had to wait until after midnight to do so. 
As the moon rises in July, bicyclists are brought 
together at the “Chase the Moon” event to ride the 
silent streets of Batavia onto the grounds of Fermi 
Lab for a grand tour. It’s a surprising place – very 
industrial at one turn, rural at another, and a step 
back in time as the tour winds through Fermi Lab 
Village. All is accented by darkness. 

Riding in the dark is interesting and fun. Good 
lighting is obviously a must, but the quality of the 
experience is well worth the minor inconveniences. I 
plan to enjoy many more of these experiences. If 
you’d like to try it out yourself, check out “Chase the 
Moon” next year. You may see some familiar faces. 
 

OUTINGS 

Oct. 18: The Umpteenth Annual Color Cruise: 
canoe/kayak the Fox River at the peak of the Fall 
colors. Water levels are typically low, the pace 
relaxed, and the scenery fully-charged. Rental 
canoes are available in the area for those without. 
One of our best! Call or e-mail Steve Baker for 
info. 

Nov. 30: Our annual “Walk Off the Turkey” hike in 
Starved Rock State Park. Stretch your legs in the 
canyons, then follow up with lunch at a local 
eatery. Always a good time. Contact Steve Baker 
to sign up. 

????: Outings can sometimes be organized at a 
moment’s notice. If you would like to be notified of 
unscheduled outings, let us know. 

The Usual Disclaimers: These are beginning 
level activities. Non-members are always 
welcome. Dates and times are subject to change 
given the long lead times for publication. Phone 
first! 815-485-5273 or trinitysb@msn.com 

Want to volunteer to work in the great outdoors? 
These websites can help you find an opportunity: 
www.fpdcc.com - Cook County Forest Preserves 
www.orlandgrassland.org - Orland Grassland 
www.fpdwc - Will County Forest Preserves 
www.fs.fed.us/mntp - Midewin Tallgrass Prairie 
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Victory Celebration 
by Jerry Heinrich, Conservation Co-Chair 

 
After five years of battling the proposed Indeck 

coal-fired power plant, the Sierra Club allowed itself 
the luxury of celebrating a well-earned victory. The 
celebration was held at the Chapter office in Chicago 
on August 20. Becki Clayborn, regional Sierra Club 
rep, organized the event which was attended by 
many of the key people whose efforts stopped the 
power plant from being built. For those of you 
unfamiliar with the Indeck campaign, Indeck’s plan 
was to build a large coal-fired power plant next to 
Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie and the Abraham 

Lincoln National Veteran’s Cemetery. The plan was 
thwarted thanks to local community activists, 
Midewin supporters, the Sierra Club (the Sauk-
Calumet Group, Illinois Chapter and Midwest 
Regional Office), the Respiratory Health Association 
of Metropolitan Chicago, and others too numerous to 
mention. Those who attended the celebration spent 
the evening reminiscing about the high and low 
points of the struggle, but mostly enjoyed talking 
about the highest point of all – success. Thanks go to 
Becki for throwing a great party. 

 

 
Sauk-Calumet 2009 Elections 

Four members of the Sauk-Calumet Group are up for re-election. Please use the ballot below to make your 
selections, then mail to the address listed in the box below. The following candidates have been slated to serve 
two-year terms beginning on January 2009: 

Jerry Heinrich: Jerry has been a member of the Sierra Club since 1979 and joined the excom in 2005. He 
currently serves as Conservation Co-Chair and Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie Liaison. He lives in Will County 
near the town of Wilmington.  

Georganne Higgins: Georganne has been a Sierra Club member since 1985 and joined our excom in 2000 after 
serving on an excom in Ohio. She is currently our Membership Chair. Georganne resides in the town of 
Bourbonnais in Kankakee County. 

Bernie Kopera: Bernie has been a member of the Sierra Club since 1999 and joined the excom in 2007. He 
currently serves as Political Co-Chair along with Mary Lubertozzi. Bernie lives in Orland Park in Cook County. 

Lois Lauer: Lois has been a member of the Sierra Club since 1983 and joined the excom in 1991. She is in 
charge of publicity and also serves as Program Co-Chair (thanks for those great programs). Lois resides in Palos 
Heights in Cook County. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

. 
 
 
 
 
  
  

 
 
 

 
 

BALLOT 
  VOTER 1 VOTER 2 

 Jerry Heinrich ______  ______  

 Georganne Higgins ______  ______  

 Bernie Kopera  ______  ______  

 Lois Lauer _________ ________  

Write-in Candidates: 
 _____________________ ________ _______  

 _____________________ ________ _______  
 _____________________ ________ _______  

 
Vote for no more than 4 candidates 
(write-ins allowed). 
 
Joint memberships are allowed two 
voters. 
 
Include name and address on 
envelope for member verification. 
 
Ballots must be received by 
12/31/2008. 
 
MAIL BALLOTS TO:  
 
John Field 
Election Ballot 
4732 Pershing 
Downers Grove, Illinois, 60515 
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Letters to the Editor: 
Letters on content within the Sauk-Calumet 
newsletter should be sent to the editor at: 
sc-editor@illinois.sierraclub.org 
 
Please include your full name and 
address, and reference the article on 
which you are commenting. 
 

 
Sauk-Calumet Program 

Schedule 
 

Meetings are held at 7:15 pm on the second 
Wednesday of every month at the Park Forest Library 
(Orchard and Lakewood Blvd.) with the exception of 
July and August.  All meetings are free and open both 
to Sierra Club members and to the public. 

 
 
Oct. 8   Bicycling Across America 

 Len Heine shares tales and slides of his   
magnificent cross-country bicycle trip, of how 
it felt to be “unplugged” from the world for 
two months, and of the challenging H’s of the 
trip: heat, headwinds, hills, and humidity. 

 
Nov. 12   Green Infrastructure 

 Diane Banta of the National Park Service will 
speak on behalf of the Rivers, Trails, and 
Conservation Assistance Program to help non-
profit organizations and state and local 
governments to preserve open-space, plan 
greenways, and build trails. 

 
Dec. 10    Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie  

Connie and Jerry Heinrich, long-time 
volunteers at Midewin, will take us on a 
virtual tour of a restored prairie in bloom and 
of the new Prairie Creek Woods Trail.  If 
time allows, they will show an excellent 
video made to celebrate the completion of the 
Army clean-up at Midewin. 

 
Jan. 14    Member’s Slide Night 

Calling all members!  Please bring slides 
(film or digital images) or prints of your 
latest outdoor experience, be it a grand 
adventure on the other side of the globe or 
the beautiful butterflies of your own 
backyard.  Call Lois Lauer at 708-923-1550 
if you have slides to share. 

 
 

   

 
Sauk-Calumet Group 

People You Should Know 
 

Steve Baker*  815-485-5273 
Acting Chair / Outings 

John Field*  630-852-8202 
Treasurer / Web Site 

Connie Heinrich*  815-476-6171 
Secretary / Newsletter 

Jerry Heinrich*  815-476-6171 
Conservation, Co-chair (West), 
Midewin Liaison  

Georganne Higgins*  815-936-9040 
Membership 

Bernie Kopera*  708-403-5472 
Political Education 

Lois Lauer*  708-923-1550 
Programs / Publicity 

Paul Strand*  708-333-6474 
Conservation Co-chair (East), 
Programs 

Sharon Rolek  773-646-0990 
Conservation Liaison, 
Calumet Region 

Mary Lubertozzi  708-747-1359 
Political Education 

Mike Rzepka  708-532-1419 
River Watch Program 

Rich Treptow  708-747-0649 
Publications 

 

*Denotes an elected member of the Executive 
Committee 
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Peter Grant for  
Lake County Board 1st District 
As a 22-year resident of Antioch, Peter Grant 
knows the people in District 1 and he under-
stands the culture of the 
lakes region. We feel he 
can do a good job of repre-
senting this community, not 
as a professional politician, 
but as a family man who 
has seen the need for 
change. Change in the way 
we do business here in 
Lake County. By empower-
ing the community to liter-
ally change the face of 
politics in northern Lake County.  

Peter believes we can make Lake County a 
greener county through public policy starting 
with stringent energy-saving measures 
adopted by all county-wide agencies. We can 
save the county plenty of money by imple-
menting simple energy saving strategies and 
setting an example for the residents of the 
county to follow. 

Peter feels that the health of our lakes is be-
coming more and more an issue as more de-
velopment comes to the 1st District. He 
strongly supports protecting the health of our 
lakes for the sake of the businesses that de-
pend on the recreation that the lakes provide. 
He also accepts the responsibility that we 
have to care for our lakes as part of our heri-
tage in Antioch and all of District 1.  

Pat Carey for  
Lake County Board 11th District 

Pat Carey is a 25 year resi-
dent of Grayslake and is 
running for Lake County 
Board District 11.  District 
11 includes Grayslake and 
Wildwood. Formerly Mayor 
of Grayslake, Pat now has 
responsibility for economic 
development with the Vil-
lage of Arlington Heights. 
Pat is also a member of 

Serving Lake and Northeastern Cook Counties 
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Amanda Howland for IL 51st  
State Representative 
In Lake County, we're excited about 

Amanda 
Howland's hard-
core green 
attitude. She's 
running for State 
Representative 
in the 53 District, 
which runs from 
Buffalo Grove 
and Long Grove 
north to Wau-
conda, Vernon 

Hills and Libertyville. Formerly a 
teacher and principal, she's now a 
lawyer  and child advocate. By 
extension, Amanda is also an 
environmental advocate, to protect 
our natural world for both kids and 
adults.  

As an Illinois State Rep, Ms. 
Howland will fight for renewable 
energy, energy conservation, clean 
cars and mass transit as ways to 
halt global climate change. She'll 
work to protect our remaining natural 
areas and endangered wildlife. And 
Amanda rejects urban sprawl and 
the kind of overbuilding that could 
easily ruin the natural character of 
Lake County. 

Specifically,  Howland will support 
legislation (HB3424) that will require 
cleaner cars in Illinois, and limit 
statewide carbon emissions. She 
supports additional state wetlands 
legislation and increased funding for 
state land acquisition. And, impor-
tantly, she worked against the plan 
to site the 2016 Olympic equestrian 
events within our forest preserves. 

Amanda Howland as our new state 
representative will bring a new focus 
to environmental issues. If you live 
in the 51st District, please vote for 
Amanda in the November!  

Environmental Candidates for November 4 the Sierra Club and the Liberty Prairie 
Conservancy. 

Pat  started her career in government as 
a citizen leader in the battle to save 
Picket Fence Farms from development. 
Today this property is the 1,225 acre 
Rollins Savanna, one of the jewels of 
the Lake County Forest Preserve. She 
will bring a strong focus to the environ-
ment, moving to create a position in the 
County to coordinate all environmental 
initiatives, including moving the 
County’s fleet of cars to hybrids, imple-
menting LEED certified development & 
building practices, and establishing 
Lake County as a “Cool County”. 

As a new member of the Lake County 
Board, Pat will bring a commitment to 
the environment in everything she does. 
Please vote for Pat Carey in November 
if you live within Lake County Board 
District 11.  

Bob Sabonjian for  
Lake County Board 8th District 
We have repeatedly and proudly en-
dorsed Bob Sabonjian since his initial 
County Board run in 1998. Over the 
years, Bob has consistently stood up for 
the environment, often taking tough 
stands when others lacked the courage.  

This year is no 
different, and we 
were pleased 
when Bob voiced 
concern and re-
served support 
for the plan to 
site the Olympics 
in our Forest 
Preserves.  

Bob has earned 
our endorsement once again, and we 
ask Waukegan voters to give him your 
vote. 
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by Chris Pado 

We’ve all been hearing about the bene-
fits of locally and sustainably grown 
food.  But, getting to farmer’s markets 
can be difficult and CSA’s often provide 
too much food or delivery times and 
places can be inconvenient.  So what’s 
a dedicated Sierra Club member to do?  
Why – grow your own, of course! 
OK, OK! I hear you – not enough time, 
you hate to weed, you don’t have a 
tiller and don’t want to have to bust 
through sod to create a garden. Well, I 
am here to tell you that it can be much 
easier than you think (not effortless, of 
course, but easier…) 
The answer lies in a no till layered 
mulch approach to gardening. You’d be 
amazed at what you can grow in a sin-
gle 4 x 20 garden plot. The trick is to 
start planning now. Here are the easy 
steps: 

• Watch where you have shade dur-
ing the day – pick a sunny week-
end day and watch where the sun 
shines – you will generally need at 
least 6 hours of direct sun for most 
crops. 

US Congress 10th Pending 
In the 10th Congressional district, in-
cumbent Mark Kirk has demonstrated a 
fine voting record on environmental 
issues, earning ratings this past Con-
gressional session of 90 from the 
League of Conservation Voters and 92 
from the Illinois Environmental Council 
-- the best environmental voting record 
in the Illinois delegation and as one of 
only six Republicans nationwide who 
worked this consistently to protect the 
environment.  Representative Kirk has 
cast tough votes on the Club's highest 
priority bills on ANWR, energy conser-
vation,  renewable energy, and better 
CAFE standards, and supports our 
position on crucial upcoming global 
warming legislation such as carbon cap 
and trade.  He has been a true leader 
on Great Lakes issues, including the 
Great Lakes Regional Collaborative 
and the Great Lakes Compact.  Repre-
sentative Kirk also effectively led the 
complex effort to preserve as open 
space the scenic bluffs and ravines of 
the Fort Sheridan base. 

Many Club activists support challenger 
Dan Seals, however, and as this issue 
of Lake&Prairie goes to press, our en-
dorsement decisions have not yet been 
completed. Watch for Environmental 
Town Hall Meetings with these candi-
dates, and learn about any late-
breaking endorsements on the Illinois 
Chapter web site under "Ballot '08"  
(www.illinois.sierraclub.org/vote). 

More Club Endorsements Coming - Switch to E-Mail 
To make sure this newsletter gets to you in time to get involved, even if the US PO 
delays, we’re mailing it early. But some of our endorsements are not yet complete, 
and had to be left out. Meanwhile, the cost of postage just keeps going up. 

Our solution? Sign up to get your newsletter by e-mail. It’s fast, and it’s free! We’ll 
send you these same great stories and events, with better pictures and richer content 
- in time to respond and participate! To sign up, address an e-mail message to  
LISTSERV@LISTS.SIERRACLUB.ORG 
and then include the following commands in the body of the message :  
SUBSCRIBE IL-WWG-ALERTS firstname lastname  
(inserting your first name and last name). 

Be sure to follow up with the town where you live, or your membership number.  

If things don’t improve, we might decide to stop printing and mailing, and rely solely 
on e-mail and our website to get the news to you. So don’t miss out! Subscribe now.  

Worried that you might have missed an issue? We post this newsletter on our web-
site too. Bookmark our website: 

http://illinois.sierraclub.org/w&w 
For more Sierra Club endorsements, see  

www.illinois.sierraclub.org/vote        

• In the fall, mark out your 4 by 20 plot 
(or larger, or smaller – it’s up to you) 
and cover the grass with cardboard or 
several thick layers of newspaper. 
(Don’t use glossy colored pages.) 
Water the cardboard or newspaper 
thoroughly. 

• Now start layering organic materials 
on top of the cardboard until you have 
about 18 inches of organic materials 
layered up. This can include grass 
clippings, straw, leaves, hay, or even 
vegetable scraps. Alternate layers of 
green and brown mulching materials 
(this is similar to building a compost 
pile). Water well after each layer. Fin-
ish with a layer of straw or hay. You 
do not have to build the 18 inches all 
at once, my first layered garden was 
built over several weeks. 

That’s it – over the winter the grass will die 
and the organic materials will cook down 
several inches. 
Come spring, you can plant seed or trans-
plants directly into your rich soil. When it 
comes time to harvest you’ll be eating 
really local and really great tasting food! 
For seed sources visit 
www.reverencegardens.com/content/415. 
These companies offer an array of heir-
loom vegetable seeds, many varieties of 
which are organically grown.  

Locally Grown Food – Right in Your Backyard!* 

* Adapted from Lasagna Gardening  
by Patricia Lanza. 

Reverence Gardens 
Richmond, Illinois 

reverencegardens@gmail.com 
www.reverencegardens.com 

847-445-6642 

Reverence Gardens is a sustainably man-
aged farm specializing in heirloom varie-
ties of vegetables.  Check out our website 
for information on available products, pric-
ing, growing methods, and much more.  
Please contact Chris Pado for information 
on pick-up sites and times in Grayslake, 
Richmond, Northbrook, and Mundelein. 
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Gas Prices 
By Donnie R. Dann 

President Bush has called for expanded 
oil drilling off our Outer Continental Shelf 
(OCS) and in Alaska and it is has be-
come a major issue in the presidential 
campaign. 
Here are some problems with expanded 
coastal drilling: 

• Mr. Bush said 
we have an 
“addiction to 
oil.” Is an ad-
dict’s problem 
solved by 
feeding him/
her with more 
of their addic-
tion? 

• Oil companies 
already have 
permission to 
drill on 68 
million acres 
of land with 
known oil re-
serves and they are only using 18 
percent of that land. This proposal 
is really for more OCS leasing and 
not more oil drilling; it lets the oil 
companies lock up more lease 
tracts, but they are not obligated to 
do production, or even exploration. 

• Bush’s Department of Energy found 
that gaining access to coastal en-
ergy deposits would not add to do-
mestic production before 2017 and 
even by 2030 would only increase 
domestic output by 7%. Further, 
because oil prices are determined 
on the world market the impact of 
our increased supply on gas prices 
would be “insignificant.” The esti-
mated price reduction for drilling in 
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge 
(ANWR) is 4 cents per gallon.  

• According to the Coast Guard and 
other government sources, storms 
in 2005 caused 146 oil spills in fed-
eral waters, and Hurricanes Katrina 
and Rita alone completely de-
stroyed 113 oil rigs and damaged 
457 pipelines; the resulting spills 
were large enough to be seen from 
space.  

• The oil companies claim they can 
drill in an environmentally safe man-
ner but the record demonstrates 
that ‘environmentally safe drilling’ is 
an oxymoron.  

• Does it make sense to foul our 
coastlines from resources we may 

not have to be using 10 to 20 years 
from now, especially if by then we 
have shifted from oil to other 
sources of fuel and power, including 
renewables, and greater energy 
efficiency and conservation? 

As a Congressman in 1986, Dick Che-
ney introduced a bill to impose a tax on 
imported oil, saying “let us rid ourselves 
of the fiction that low oil prices are 

somehow good for the United States.” 
Can $4+ per gallon of gas really be good 
for the United States? It might be, in the 
sense that it discourages the importing 
of foreign oil, lessens global warming, 
reduces road congestion and traffic 
deaths, promotes public transportation, 
encourages clean energy alternatives, 
diminishes rainforest destruction, and 
eases air and water pollution.  
Unfortunately, in the short term the 
only way for the American consumer 
to avoid gas pump pain is through 
fuel efficiency and conservation, and 
politicians who argue otherwise are 
pandering. Gas prices will remain 
high until we shed our fossil fuel de-
pendence, and more drilling is no 
answer, short term or long term. 
In 1939 Albert Einstein wrote to Franklin 
Roosevelt urging the president to start 
the Manhattan project which produced 
an atomic weapon in 6 years.  President 
Kennedy’s 1961 announcement of the 
Apollo program to place a man on the 
moon in 10 years came to fruition in 8. Is 
the technology to design cars to get at 
least 2 to 3 times higher gas mileage, or 
otherwise have greater energy efficiently 
throughout our economy, really more 
scientifically challenging than creating a 
weapon from an atomic chain reaction or 
manned lunar space flight? Plug in hy-
brids, all electric cars, fuel cells, are all 
within reach.  
If America’s leaders summon the politi-
cal will to wholeheartedly devote our 

technological and scientific wizardry to 
this goal, in an effort no less than Man-
hattan or Apollo, isn’t it more than likely 
that we can reduce our dependence on 
foreign oil and avoid having to drill off on 
our coastlines, and do it before 2030? 
Look at this link by Tom Friedman, for 
an example we can follow: 
www.nytimes.com/2008/08/10/
opinion/10friedman1.html?hp  

SMC Update 
By Evan Craig 

Five W&W ExCom members attended 
the July 10 Stormwater Management 
Commission board meeting to deliver 
our concerns about muddy runoff from 
the Osmond Sports Park this Spring. 
County Board member Stevenson 
Mountsier, who chairs the SMC Board, 
once again posted an armed sheriff in 
the meeting room. Apparently the threat 
of deadly force is necessary to confront 
the problem of polluted stormwater in 
public.  

Several commissioners were uncon-
vinced by Antioch’s attempt to dismiss 
our concerns, and Commissioner Ann 
Bassi asked for a full response to the 
points we raised from SMC staff. Com-
missioner Bonnie Carter agreed that the 
people of Lake County are growing in-
creasingly impatient with stormwater 
polluting our lakes and streams. Com-
missioner Ann Maine called for a review 
by the Technical Advisory Committee of 
practices  we described as “risky.” 

SMC staff, who have shared responsibil-
ity for the OSP project, characterized the 
problems we raised as “minor.” This 
might arise from the fact that SMC has 
not adopted a standard for the permissi-
ble muddiness (NTU) of stormwater run-
off from construction sites, so it’s subjec-

(Continued on page W4) 
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Vote for the Woods &  
Wetlands ExCom 
By Evan Craig 

Your W&W Executive Committee con-
sists of members who volunteer to lead 
our local 2300 member Group. We track 
important conservation issues, approve 
endorsements, arrange meetings, throw 
parties, coordinate outings, raise money, 
and bring it all to you through this news-
letter, our website, and our e-mail lists.  

Then there’s the stuff we do that doesn’t 
show, but which makes it all possible. 
Our Treasurer tracks our finances, we 
get together for planning meetings and 
track our progress with agendas and 
minutes. And without a Membership 
Chair, we all pitch in to involve you and 
the public.  

It’s a dead heat this year, which means 
that we could use some more members 
taking an interest in leadership. Please 
consider attending our ExCom meetings 
to decide whether you’d like to fill one of 
those seats. If not, at least let us know 
you value what we do by voting. Below 
are members who have decided to run 
this year. 

To vote, rank the candidates 1 through 4 
(with 1 being your top choice) by listing 
their names on a scrap of paper. Both 
members with a joint membership may 
vote. Put your ballots in an envelope and 
write your name(s) and address on only 
the outside of the envelope, as the return 
address, not on the inside. Mail the en-
velope to: Sierra Club W&W Elections 
P.O. Box 876Grayslake, IL 60030. Or 
just go to website:  
illinois.sierraclub.org/w&w/vote/
ExCom2008.asp to vote on-line. 

Vote by December 2.  

Barbara Bell (incumbent) After join-
ing the Outings Committee Barbara 
became an outings leader and en-
joyed taking people to unusual wildlife 
areas in our region. She also helped 
organize the Winter Blues parties. 
Now that she has finished her law 
degree, she will have more time for 
the Club. She thinks most members 
are frustrated to lose our special 
spaces, and would like to help W&W 
become more effective protecting 
them by arranging more fun ways for 
members to get involved.  

Larry Marvet (incumbent) Larry looks 
forward to a third term as an officer in 
our Group. He’s been arranging all 
the general meeting programs, and 
hopes you have attended some of 
them. Additionally, as  Vice Chair he 
has frequently contributed you the 
Sierra Club perspective on our local 
issues in this newsletter, and on the 
W&W Blog. Larry promises more 
great meetings this Fall, and more 
hard hitting commentary.  

John Massman (incumbent) John 
has been active in W&W for the last 
13 years. He remains very concerned 
about the impacts of rampant devel-
opment of northwestern Lake 
County’s watersheds. He frequently 
reports on W&W’s campaign to im-
prove water quality and protect the 
Sequoit Creek watershed.  

W&W ExCom Ballot 
(example) 

Choice 1: _____________________ 

Choice 2: _____________________ 

Choice 3: _____________________ 

Choice 4: _____________________ 

tive. They also lack measurements during 
peak discharges from the site, in particular 
the intentional one conducted by Antioch 
without their knowledge in April. 

In the requested follow-up document SMC 
staff disagreed that problems occurred, 
even though the problems are clearly 
documented in their own reports. Refer to 
our website for the documents we re-
ceived: (illinois.sierraclub.org/w&w/Water/
Sequoit/OSP) We had to invoke the Free-
dom of Information Act before SMC would 
show them to us. But at least they did. 
Antioch defied our FOIA request, refused 
to share the plans with us, and deleted the 
names and signatures from the docu-
ments they provided, preventing account-
ability for their personnel. It’s strange that 
a law intended to assure access to public 
documents is regularly wielded by our 
government to block it. At the last SMC 
meeting Commissioner Mountsier sug-
gested that members of the public would 
have to file a FOIA request to view the 
follow-up document as it was being dis-
cussed. Thanks to Commissioner Steve 
Carlson, who gave us his copy. On an 
earlier occasion I was asked to fill out a 
form and pay $3 to receive an e-mailed 
document I had just reviewed at SMC of-
fices, a clear FOIA violation. 

Meanwhile, Antioch police have been in-
timidating our volunteer who monitors the 
site, although it’s public property, and 
there is no ordinance prohibiting it. As 
their October recertification hearing ap-
proaches, we expect these shenanigans 
to continue. 

The good news is that the risky stormwa-
ter practices of mass grading, and building 
roads and ponds in buffer zones will be 
reviewed.  

(Continued from SMC Update page W3) 

2008 ExCom Candidates

Doug Ower (incumbent) Doug is 
completing his first term as the Re-
cording Secretary for Ex-Com and is 
looking forward to a second term. He 
is concerned about the Zion Nuclear 
Plant decommissioning. He enjoys 
being involved in the Political Com-
mittee, Conservation Committee, and 
lobbying for Sierra Club issues.  
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2 1S T CE N T U RY FO X
One Earth, One Chance

n June 14, about 20 volunteers from the
Valley of the Fox Group helped the
City of Aurora Parks Department plant

the city’s first rain garden in Phillips Park,
A u r o r a ’s largest park.

The project happened as a result of a casual
conversation between me and Parks Depart-
ment director Jim Pilmer over Jim’s recent
plans to put almost $1 million of improvements
in Mastodon Lake, the 20-acre lake where
mastodon bones were discovered as the lake
was being dug by the Civilian Conservation
Corps in the 1930s. Jim said they had hired one
of the best ecosystem restoration companies in
the midwest, Pizzo and Associates, to plan the
project. I asked if there was a rain garden in the
plans because we were looking for a rain gar-
den project to do with our membership, in
order to promote rain gardens as a means of
water conservation.

Before long, the basic terms of the project were
laid out:. The city would contract with Pizzo
for the gardens design and the prairie plants we
would use. The city would pay for the design
and the plants, and would prepare the site and
provide ice water in a bulk thermos. Sierra
Club would supply the volunteers, provide rain
garden information for on-site distribution, and
supply each volunteer with an aluminum
Swiss-made re-usable drinking bottle to fill
from the large thermos. (Aurora, it should be
noted, had just prohibited the sale of drinking
water in plastic bottles from all city buildings
and facilities, to reduce the waste stream these
bottles create. Thank you, Mayor We i s n e r ! )

The site of the rain garden was determined by a
joint committee of Jim Pilmer, myself, and
Pizzo & Associates. We found two ideal places,
both located between the zoo (yes, Aurora has
a wonderful small zoo in the park) and the

VOF Volun teers Help  Aur or a Par k Plan t Fir st Rain  Gar d e n

O
by Charlie Zine

lake. The first site was obvious, as the parking
lot next to it (and slightly lower in elevation)
was still covered with dried silt from the last
rainstorm. Water runs off the hill at this spot,
over the parking lot, and into the lake, dirty
with soils and oily automobile liquids. The sec-
ond spot was at the base of a culvert that runs
under Moses Drive and then to the same park-
ing lot and, finally, the lake. 

Before the plan was done, Jim asked if we
would give up one site to a local Eagle Scout
candidate earning a merit badge. He would be
bringing a small troop of Boy Scouts and fami-
ly members with him, so we gladly gave him
one of the two spots. 

Before we arrived that morning, Jim had parks
department workers cut down a towering but
fatally infected tree in the Boy Scouts’ l o c a-
tion. In both locations they had bulldozed the
top soil to create a small berm to block surface
r u n o ff from the parking lot. The interiors of the
rain gardens were then dug up and the clay soil
replaced by a mixture of wood chips and sand
to a depth of one to three feet. This org a n i c
material ensures that water seeps into the earth
rather than run over the top of it. It also pro-
vides an ideal medium for the prairie plants to
grow deep roots for survival during drought
years. The surface was then covered by two to
four inches of mulch.

Upon arrival, our first job was to dig over
1,100 holes in the planting medium. Vo l u n t e e r s
brought their favorite hand trowels and soft
pads to kneel on, but the city had plenty of
extras as well. (It should be noted that Sue
Johnson, the park department’s horticulturalist,
was there all day as a volunteer, receiving no
pay from the city! Thanks, Sue!)

We were told we would be planting two-inch
plugs, so when Sue drove up with 1,150 plants

by Fran Caffee

On July 18, to the tunes of A m e r i c a n
English at an Aurora Alive! event, V O F
s t a ffed the information booth for the pro-
posed new RiverEdge Park. We shared the
plans for the Park, took questions, and

VOF Helps Herald Coming RiverEdge Park

on a trailer, some of which were almost two
feet tall, I was impressed. All plants were
Illinois native prairie plants, and they looked
great. Andy Stahr, senior landscape architect
with Pizzo, had the fun job of placing each
plant near a hole we had dug. Since not all the
plants were flowering at that time, only he
knew what colors they would ultimately show
and, with that knowledge, he created a small
masterpiece, arranging plants in a manner that
would harmonize their colors into a beautiful
mosaic once they bloomed. 

After only three and a half hours we were done
and we took a group photo in front of the fin-
ished rain garden. Some of the volunteers had
already left for soccer games, graduation par-
ties, and other weekend duties, but we accom-
plished our goal and planted the first rain gar-
den in an Aurora city park. 

The following Monday, I walked around the
garden, pleased to see it was wet from a recent
watering. The plants looked great, standing tall
and firm. Some were in bloom; all looked
h e a l t h y. I saw that we accidentally left Fran
C a ff e e ’s Sierra Club yard sign which park staff
had inserted into the ground near the rain gar-
den to tell park visitors who had created this lit-
tle masterpiece. I took the sign but realized the
rain garden really needs a permanent sign
explaining itself, its importance to the park, and
information about starting one’s own rain gar-
den. Then it will be complete. 

helped people sign up for the new e-news to
come regarding this exciting project. 

Thanks to Charlie Zine, Linda Cole, Nate Stelton,
Jan Mangers, Dick Albright and Fran Caffee. 

For more information, visit www. r i v e r e d g e
p a r k a u r o r a . o rg. 

If you’d like to volunteer to help at a future
event, let me know. We always have fun!
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Gone Fishing
by Fran Caffee

In July I had a brand new experience, even at
my age. Linda Cole and I went to Blackberry
Pioneer Farm in Aurora to meet the Aurora
Township Summer Youth Program partici-
pants. They had invited us to go fishing with
them at the lake at Blackberry. One thing that
made this experience special for us was t h e
role played by VOF Water Sentinels. Through
our association with the National Water
Sentinels program, we were able to donate 18
rods and reels to this program, as well as
another 18 to the Fox Valley Park District.
The township also had some bamboo or "pio-
neer" poles, so everyone got to fish.

I won't say everything went smoothly, it sel-
dom does when you have over 40 kids so
excited to be at such a wonderful place.
Sometimes the adults (staff) get excited and
forget things, too, like bait. But few of the
kids noticed. Occasionally, you would hear
one of the kids ask for a worm but when told
there were no worms, there was no fuss. And
those little "flies" used for "fly fishing," well,
that is another whole story. Using worms was
about the extent that most of them knew about
fishing. Most were content without hooks and
didn't even notice, which was fine with Linda
and me. 

Grandmothers get nervous about things like
that. You know what they liked? Watching
that little bobber float around on the end of
the line. The wonder of standing on the bank
and controlling something out in the water
was a totally new experience. Who cares
about fish — "look how far my bobber
went.." (Linda explained to me they were
bobbers not bobbins, which go into sewing
machines, something I know a little more
about.)

But there was some real fishing going on.
Some of the older boys caught on quickly and
thoroughly enjoyed the experience, one that
we hope happens again and again for them.
There were also some new American citizens,
students who are in Aurora with their families
through a World Relief program. They were
experienced and had their own rod and reels
but were willing to drop their poles and help
the other kids. Who better to care about clean
water than someone whose hobby is depen-
dent upon clean water? And then there was
township staffer Isaiah, all over, helping
everyone. Long-time fisherman? Nope, it was
his first time, too. But, he said, you could sort
of figure out what needed to be done. Aurora
needs more Isaiahs.

And, lucky us — the Park District invited us
to their Grandparents and Grandkids fishing
derby. They were a little more serious and
lucky to have grandparents who could help.
All fishing is “catch and release.” One grand-
pa had on a T-shirt that said, “Grandpa and his
fishing buddies” and had their pictures print-
ed. A grandmother's shirt was the first thing
"caught" by her three-year-old grandson.

Next year we hope to publish these dates early
enough to share the fun. We could use help,
especially folks who know about fishing, but
anyone is welcome who is willing to have a lit-
tle fun. Seeing kids having fun without a com-
puter or television is an event to celebrate.

Who can resist the mouth-watering sweetness
of a perfectly ripe peach, nectarine, or plum
in mid-August? Isn’t one of the sad times of
autumn when, along with cooler tempera-
tures, these taste treats have come to an end
until the following summer? 

Well, you don’t have to wait any longer,
right? A r e n ’t these foods now available year-
round at your local supermarket? Why wait
to buy them as U.S.-grown produce when
Chile, A rgentina, and other Latin A m e r i c a n
countries can grow, pack and ship them and
we can dine throughout the year on “sum-
mer” fruit?

Here are some reasons you may want to
rethink putting foreign-grown fruit on your
winter shopping list:

•Government food inspectors find twice the
amount of pesticide residues on imported
versus domestically grown fruit.

•Air freight emits more greenhouse gases
per food mile than any other mode of
transport. Importing fruit only adds to our
carbon load. For this reason, even buying

Summer  Fruit — in  the Wi n  t e r  ?

imports organically clashes with the idea
of “green.”

•The EPA reports that chemicals like
Iprovalicarb, Tolylfluanid and
Mepanipyrim, which at times are applied to
apples, tomatoes, strawberries, grapes, and
other fruits in some foreign countries, are
likely carcinogens, but are not even regis-
tered for use in the U.S. 

•Pesticide manufacturers are free to export
pesticides that are either forbidden or
severely restricted in the United States.

•From 1997 to 2000, the most recent period
for which data is available, nearly 65 mil-
lion pounds of these products went to for-
eign destinations for application to crops
sent to the U.S. and elsewhere.

•Central America might be the worst off e n d-
er in the occupational use of pesticides as
the Pan-American Health Organization esti-
mates almost 400,000 pesticide poisonings
occur each year in the region.

•Harm to humans aside, chemicals like

by Donnie R. Dann

Monocrotophos and Carbofuran are known
bird killers. They are at least partially
restricted here but can be applied to crops
overseas. Two recent articles, from T h e
I n d e p e n d e n t, www. i n d e p e n d e n t . c o . u k / n e w s /
w o r l d / a m e r i c a s / a m e r i c a n - s o n g b i r d s - a r e -
b e i n g - w i p e d - o u t - b y - b a n n e d - p e s t i c i d e s -
804547.html, and from the I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Herald Tr i b u n e, www. i h t . c o m / a r t i-
cles/2008/03/30/opinion/edstuchbury. p h p
tell the sad story of the role played by these
chemicals in the rapid decline of our song-
b i r d s .

In wintertime when you are tempted by that
luscious looking “product of a foreign coun-
try” fruit, consider instead crispy-sweet
Washington State apples, juicy Florida
oranges, or red-ripe strawberries from south-
ern California. For more information, see
"What's Fresh Near You" at www. N R D C . o rg .
You’ll be acting to reduce global warming,
combating pesticide-related illnesses in Latin
America, helping songbirds, and your family
will be eating more healthfully.
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by Ron Bedard

The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency
has recently issued the 2006 Air Quality
Report. The report contains some interesting
and important facts about air quality in Kane
and Kendall Counties.

Prior to 1970, all air quality monitoring was
done by local agencies, or the Illinois
Department of Public Health, but by the late
1970s, the IEPA had taken over most of the
monitoring. The Agency maintains a network
of 80 monitoring sites with more than 200
instruments throughout the State, most of
them in the Chicago, Springfield, and East St.
Louis areas. In 2005 two Kane County sites
were added: one in Aurora (at the County
Health Department on Highland Avenue) and
one in Wasco.

Data gathered now includes ozone, particulate
matter, sulfur dioxide, nitrogen dioxide, car-
bon monoxide and lead, as well as some
heavy metals, nitrates, sulfates, volatile organ-
ics, and toxic compounds. Illinois air quality
showed significant improvement in 2006 over
2005, due to a number of factors (including
meteorology, which can play a large part in
air quality without any influence from
humans).

Air quality in Illinois during 2006 was either
good or moderate more than 97 percent of the
time. Better than 2005, when there were two
Unhealthy days and 32 Unhealthy for
Sensitive Groups days. Over the 10-year peri-
od of 1997-2006, Illinois has seen decreases
in every category of pollutant measured, from
a high of 36% decrease in sulfur dioxide to a
low of 6% decrease in nitrogen dioxide — not
earth-shattering, but not bad, either.

As a review of the “criteria” pollutants and
their effects:
OZONE (O3): Kills plants, attacks your auto-
mobile tires, impairs lung functioning,
increases your susceptibility to allergens and
infection. Also forms peroxyacetylnitrate,
which irritates your eyes.

2006 Illinois Clean Air  Repor t

PARTICULATE MATTER (PM): Damages
your respiratory system, contributes to asthma
and asthma attacks, heart attacks and cancer,
corrodes metals, soils your clothes.
SULFUR DIOXIDE (SO2): Makes acid rain,
contributes to bronchial problems, asthma,
emphysema, respiratory infection. Also can
become particulate matter by reaction with
atmospheric ammonia.
CARBON MONOXIDE (CO): Reacts with
your hemoglobin to reduce the oxygen-carry-
ing capacity of the blood. Reduces overall
motor performance, and can lead to heart
attacks.
NITROGEN DIOXIDE (NO2): This is a deep
lung irritant, and can cause pulmonary edema.
When inhaled with other pollutants, the
effects are additive. In sunlight, it reacts with
other pollutants to produce compounds that
irritate the eyes and lungs. It contributes to
acid rain, and to particulate matter if it reacts
with atmospheric ammonia.
LEAD (Pb): Interferes with specific enzyme
systems and blood production. It can cause
kidney damage, and brain damage, particular-
ly in children.

The levels of bad air are calculated using
something called the Air Quality Index,
which is complicated to calculate, but 
provides a useful comparison of the air
quality across all pollutants. The index and
categories, often reported in the local news-

On a recent trip to the North Woods with fam-
ily members, I coaxed my dad to come out on
the boat with me to photograph a pair of
loons. We were pleased with the unusual show
one of them performed for us: dancing,
rolling, running on the water, slapping the
water, and short quick dives. I thought it was
a young male frolicking or practicing mating
moves, but later read that these motions are
often simply preening activities.

Some Loony Antics by Nate Stelton

p a p e r, are in the chart below.

The AQI sector for the Valley of the Fox Group
is called the Aurora-Elgin Sector, and includes
the eastern part of Kane County. There are no
monitors in Kendall County, or in western
Kane. Our Air Quality Control Region 67 —
Metropolitan Chicago Interstate (Illinois-
Indiana) — includes Kane and Kendall coun-
ties, as well as Lake and Porter counties in
Indiana. This region has four monitors in
Kane/Kendall county: the Health Department at
1240 N. Highland (Aurora, monitoring PM2.5);
Larsen Junior HS, 665 Dundee Road (Elgin,
monitoring O3); McKinley School, 258 Lovell
Street (Elgin, monitoring PM2.5); and Wa s c o
School, 4N782 School Street (Wasco, monitor-
ing PM10).

Other nearby monitors are in DuPage county,
at the Morton Arboretum, Route 53 (Lisle,
monitoring O3 and wind speed/direction); and
City Hall, 400 S. Eagle St., (Naperville, moni-
toring PM2.5). 

The two PM2.5 monitors in Kane County
measured an annual arithmetic mean of 12.7
and 11.8, which are among the lower readings
in Illinois. The PM10 monitor in Wasco mea-
sured an annual arithmetic mean of 17, which
again is among the lower readings in Illinois.
We have been told that because of budget
restraints and the very low readings obtained,
the Wasco station was discontinued in 2007.
The full report is available on the Illinois EPA
website at www.epa.state.il.us/air.

AQI & Category Health Effects Recommendations
0 — 50  Good None Enjoy the outdoors!
51-100 Moderate Very few Enjoy the outdoors unless severely asthmatic.

101-150 Unhealthy Increased likelihood of People with breathing problems should limit
forsensitive groups respiratory symptoms outdooractivity

151-200 Unhealthy Greaterlikelihood of Most people, especially asthmatics, should limit
respiratory symptoms outdoor activity.

201-300 Very Unhealthy Worse and worse Everybody should stay indoors if they can.

301-500 Hazardous Very bad foreverybody Everybody stay indoors, period.
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VOF Calendar
of Events
For more information about outings and
hikes, see the Outings section of the Lake &
Prairie and also the VOF web site.
All meetings are held at the Batavia Public
Library at 7 p.m. the 2nd Monday of each
month except July, August and December.
The public is invited to attend.

O c t o b e r 13 (Monday) - 
General membership meeting. 
Guest speaker Jack Pizzo, President and
Senior Ecologist from Pizzo & Associates,
Ltd., will talk about the recent rain garden
project in Auroraís Phillips Park.
N o v e m b e r 8 (Monday) - 
General membership meeting. 
Program to be announced.
D e c e m b e r 6 (Saturday) - 
VO F Holiday Part y.
Mark your calendar! Location to be announced.

VOF Leadership
Terri Voitik and Charlie Zine Co-Chairs
Fran Caffee Vice-Chair/Water Sentinels
Julie Koivula Secretary/Outings
Ron Bedard Treasurer/Clean Air & Water

Additional ExCom Members
Jan Mangers Executive Committeeman
Terry Murray Executive Committeeman
Gene Schultz Political Chair
Jon Wesenberg Renewable Energy
Craig Zabel Publicity/Global Wa rm i n g / S p r a w l

ExCom Support Team
Marlene Bedard Membership
Dudley Case Executive Consultant
Ron Gilkerson Dams
Mike Hanlon Webmaster
Ted Penesis PaddleBoat Fund Raiser
Nate Stelton E-mail/Database
Marcel Wen Mining

Newsletter
Nate Stelton Editor
Barb Vrchota and Fran Caffee Editorial Consultants
Lisanne Freese Layout and Design

All VOF Officers can be reached via e-mail by using firstname.
lastname@ illinois.sierraclub.org, e.g., fran.caffee@illinois.
sierraclub.org. Check the website for updates at www.sierra-
club.org/il/vof.

21st Century Fox is published quarterly by the Valley of the
Fox Group of the Sierra Club. Send submissions and letters to
the editor at vf-newsed@illinois.sierraclub.org. Please include
your full name, address and, for letters to the editor, title and
page number of story. Deadline for the next issue is Nov. 1, 2008. 

by Te rri Vo i t i k

Dump no waste in street storm drains! It
drains to wetlands, streams, rivers, lakes and
oceans. Theoretically we know only rain and
snowmelt should go down a storm drain. But
that's not the reality.

Recently, I was saddened and frustrated to
witness two separate incidents involving
neighbors using the storm drain as a sanitary
sewer, flushing chemicals and toxins. The
first dumper was a carpet cleaner I questioned
as I witnessed his many gallons of dirty water,
carpet fibers and solvents flowing into the
metal grate. He belligerently stated that he
does this all the time and has no intention of
diverting the flow of his effluent, as he has
nowhere else to dump it. A few days later I
saw the second person — a kind man who
rather innocently was flushing a radiator and
its highly toxic antifreeze — who thought he
was doing a good thing for both his car and
his wallet. 

On both occasions, as the dirty water ran
down the street, I felt care-worn, but also
stunned. I thought almost every person who
enjoys the beauty of local wetlands knew that
releasing any substance other than clean water
into a storm drain, also known as a curb, gut-
ter, ditch, pipe, or culvert, is sending it into a
network of underground pipes that are
designed to control flooding. This water ulti-
mately travels from the wetlands and deten-
tion basins into meandering streams and, in
Aurora, drains to the Fox River. Eventually it
finds its way into our homes, where it is used
for bathing, cooking and cleaning. 

An informal survey revealed that many folks
just didn't know where the water and other
"stuff" goes after hitting the grate. Some had
the belief that by dumping motor oil, soap

suds, household cleaners, medications, paints,
antifreeze, pesticides and other hazardous
wastes into their storm drains, the waste
would be carried to a sewage treatment facili-
ty. This was a larger misconception than I
imagined, since most of these chemicals are
not handled well by sewage treatment plants.
Such materials are harmful to the fish, fish
eggs, frogs and toads that depend on this
water for existence. Pollutant-laden waters
can also sicken wildlife that drink and eat
from it. Worse yet, people (especially fragile
elderly and young children) might unknow-
ingly consume contaminated animals and fish. 
What can we do to make this better? A great
educational tool and fun neighborhood activi-
ty is stenciling our storm drains to warn peo-
ple that dumped waste ends up in our rivers
and lakes. This is just one of the activities
sponsored by our local Valley of the Fox
Sierra Club. Storm drain stenciling is relative-
ly easy and support and supplies are usually
provided by your city. Best of all, this educa-
tional campaign can involve our very most
precious natural resource: our young people. 

On a daily basis, there are likely many incidents
beyond the two I mentioned. However, whether
an act is intentional or unintentional, the result
is the same: contaminated water makes its
way from the storm grate to the oceans. 

We are fortunate to have proper disposal
methods and hazardous waste drop-off facili -
ties. We still have choices and, if we choose
not to strive for the better, the choices become
fewer and the outcomes become poorer. Our
storm drains are not just an endless hole in the
ground covered by a grate, but part of a liv-
ing, viable ecosystem that connects us to
every living being. Treat them well.

S t o rm Sewers Not Personal Dumping Gr o u n  d

You can now unsubscribe from the paper version of the Illinois Chapter’s Lake & Prairie (which
includes 21st Century Fox), and instead receive an e-mailed announcement and link to download
the new Lake & Prairie from the chapter website (www.illinois.sierraclub.org). To do this, send
your request, name, membership number (the 8-digit number on the address label of your
S i e rr a m a gazine), and e-mail address to: editor@illinois.sierraclub.org.

You can also sign up to receive Sierra Club Insider, the flagship e-newsletter, sent out twice a
month. Subscribe and view recent editions at www. s i e r r a c l u b . o rg / i n s i d e r.

For the upcoming November elections, VOF is
pleased to endorse the following candidates:
•Bill Foster, U.S. Representative, Congres-

sional District 14 (www.foster08.com)
•Keith Farnham, Illinois State Representative,

District 43
•Linda Chapa LaVia, Illinois State Represen-

VOF Election Candidate Endorsements

Getting ready to light some birthday candles,
or having a romantic candle-lit dinner for two?

Instead of reaching for a lighter, think about
using cardboard matches instead. Lighters tend
to be made with plastic and butane fuel, both of
which are derived from petroleum, but card-
board matches are made from recycled paper!

Small lifestyle changes do make a difference!

tative, District 83 (www.lindachapalavia.com)
•Linda Holmes, Illinois State Senate, District 42

(www.holmesforsenate.com)
Would you like to work on Congressman
Foster's re-election campaign? 
Please contact Fran Caffee at 630-859-1687
or fran.caff e e @ s i e r r a c l u b . o rg .

Go Paperless

A Lighter  Impact



U.S. President
Barack Obama (D)

U.S. Senate
Dick Durbin (D)

District, Candidate (Party)

U.S. House of Representatives
2: Jesse Jackson (D)
3: Dan Lipinski (D)
4: Luis Gutierrez (D)
5: Rahm Emanuel (D)
6: Jill Morgenthaler (D)
7: Danny Davis (D)
9: Jan Schakowsky (D)
11: Debbie Halvorson (D)
14: Bill Foster (D) 
15: Tim Johnson (R)
 
State Senate
2: William Delgado (D)
3: Mattie Hunter (D)
6: John Cullerton (D)
7: Heather Steans (D)
9: Jeffrey Schoenberg (D)
12: Martin Sandoval (D)

21: Dan Cronin (R)
29: Susan Garrett (D)
30: Terry Link (D)
33: Dan Kotowski (D) 
39: Don Harmon (D)
42: Linda Holmes (D)
41: Christine Radogno (R)

Illinois House of Representatives
1: Susana Mendoza (D)
4: Cynthia Soto (D)
7: Karen Yarbrough (D)
9: Art Turner (D)
11: John Fritchey (D)
12: Sara Feigenholtz (D)
13: Greg Harris (D)
14: Harry Osterman (D)
16: Lou Lang (D)
17: Elizabeth Coulson (R)
18: Julie Hamos (D)
22: Sandy Pihos (R)
25: Barbara Flynn-Currie (D)
26: Will Burns (D)
27: Monique Davis (D)
29: David Miller (D)
34: Connie Howard (D)

38: Al Riley (D)
39: Maria Antonia Barrios (D)
41: Bob Biggins (R)
42: Sandy Pihos (R)
43: Keith Farnham (D)
51: Amanda Howland (D)
56: Paul Froehlich (D)
57: Elaine Nekritz (D)
58: Karen May (D)
59: Kathy Ryg (D)
62: Sandy Cole (R)
71: Mike Boland (D)
78: Deborah Graham (D)
80: George Scully (D)
83: Linda Chapa La Via (D) 
85: Emily McAsey (R)
95: Mike Fortner (R)
96: Darlene Senger (R)
103: Naomi Jakobbson (D)
114: Wyvetter Younge (D)

Go to illinois.sierraclub.org/vote for the 
up-to-date endorsement list and candi-
date write ups.

 Election Day is Nov. 4!
Clip out and take to the polls!

Sierra Club
Illinois Chapter
70 East Lake Street, Suite 1500
Chicago, IL 60601

Tel: 312.251.1680
Fax: 312.251.1780
Web: illinois.sierraclub.org

Sierra Club’s 2008 general election endorsements


