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One Earth, One Chance

n one crisp Saturday morning at 
the end of January, Fox Metro
Water Reclamation District gave 

a tour of their Aurora-located Combined
Sewer Overflow facility to a small group
of VOF water activists. As it turns out, 
this rare treat was more fascinating than
many museums. Engineer Bob Bauer and
District Manager Tom Muth graciously
provided an interesting and information-
rich presentation and guided walk through-
out the building, located on Broadway just
north of downtown A u r o r a .

As its name implies, this facility exists to
handle excess waste water generated by the
r u n - o ff from heavy storms, which combines
with household effluent and then would oth-
erwise overtax the capacity of the existing
network. In the Aurora area, there are three
diversion points that collect this overcapaci-
ty material and direct it to the facility, which
was constructed in 1998.

The facility processes this waste water to a
n e a r-clean state and, after this processing
d e l a y, reintroduces it into the pipe that takes
it to the Water Reclamation facility in
Oswego, presumably after the storm's peak
when capacity is again available. The over-
flow facility is capable of handling 21 mil-
lion gallons per day, which translates to
roughly 14,000 gallons per minute. It can
detain approximately 1.5 million gallons at
a given moment, and material takes about
three hours to pass through the facility.

The process begins with filters and grit
washers, which removes larger objects (typ-
ically leaves), then separates out sand and
gravel. The material is then pumped and
routed through a maze-like series of chan-
nels and holding chambers for clarification
and chemically induced disinfection.
Output is then returned to the system. The
entire process undergoes perhaps a dozen or
so stages (depending on how one defines a
stage) and is contained entirely indoors.

There are a couple remarkable aspects

Fox Metr o Shows Their  Stuff

O

Photos by Nate Stelton.

by Nate Stelton

F rom the Co-Chair
Hi, I share the chair with Charlie Zine. I’ve been an
active Sierra Club and ExCom member of Valley of the
Fox for many years as well as a community org a n i z e r
and activist. Many of you know of my love of and my
passion for the environment, as well has my unending
hope for the future of this little planet teeming with life.
It is what inspires me and keeps me going. I believe we
are at a precarious time where, if there are not major
changes, we may lose irreplaceable natural things.

My wish for the year while co-chair is that, at the end
of this term, we’ve made a positive impact on our nat-
ural world, and that it is better than when we started.
We can achieve this by acting locally while thinking
g l o b a l l y. Never underestimate the power of one.

Some of this year's projects are going to collectively
need a lot of time and energ y. I am asking all of you to
please give or volunteer what ever you can to these
e fforts, no matter how small or larg e .

By press time, Super Tuesday Election Day will be
over; we’ll have chosen the candidates to run in the
November election. Frequently we are hearing the
word “change” and it is desperately needed if we want
to bequeath a planet that our children and grandchil-
dren can flourish in. With so much at stake, I urg e
everyone who cares about our nation to vote. It is
imperative that we fulfill our obligation and evaluate
each candidate on his/her own merits without regard
to political party. You have the power to change the
direction of this nation.

When I first became an active Sierra Club member I
volunteered to be an “armchair lobbyist.” What began
as being encouraged to “send a few e-mails” evolved
to a giant stack of correspondence from national and
local legislators. There have been many positive changes.
I like to think I’ve been heard. I encourage you to be
heard, too. A symphony is always louder than a solo.

In order to be successful, we will need additional vol-
unteers to help with projects that include 1) Wa t e r
monitoring of streams and wetlands that drain to the
Fox River, 2) Air issues, including placing additional
air monitoring equipment, 3) Conservation and
wildlife issues, 4) Global warming, 5) Urban sprawl,
6) Earth Day events and the Fox River clean up, 7)
programs, 8) outings, and 9) political and lobby issues.

A project I will work on is the need to keep harmful
pharmaceuticals not filtered out by treatment plants
out of the Fox River and other waterways. The need to
educate about proper disposal methods is an important
one, as studies are showing detrimental effects to
amphibians and mammals exposed to these chemicals.

These projects are just some of what Valley of the Fox
is doing. But it takes you. So whatever you are interest-
ed in — saving a 100-year-old oak, stenciling storm
drains, taking children for a walk in the woods and
teaching them a reverence for nature, or just writing a
check so others may carry on — know that there is a
ripple effect and you can and do make a diff e r e n c e .
So find your passion and, in the words of a commer-
cial, “Just do it”! Most of all, let's have fun!

Terri Voitik, Te r r i . Vo i t i k @ i l l i n o i s . s i e r r a c l u b . o rg

about the overflow facility, aside from its
stunning visual impact. First, the apparent
cleanliness of all areas belies the nature of
its function. Everything seemed clean and
sanitary and there wasn't even a hint of
offensive odors. Second, the entire facility
is unmanned — the machinery and process
are entirely automated. 

We are indeed grateful to Fox Metro for
this wonderfully educational opportunity.
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EPA Issues 2006 Air  Quality Repor t
by Ron Bedard

In December, 2007, the Illinois Environ-
mental Protection Agency issued its Annual
Air Quality Report for 2006. These are the
highlights.

Regulated air pollutants consist of:

• Ozone (primary cause of most health
effects of pollution)

• Particulate matter (cause of health and
visibility difficulties)

• Sulfur dioxide (cause of respiratory dis-
eases and infections)

• Carbon monoxide (reduces oxygen-carry-
ing capacity in the lungs, aggravates car-
diovascular diseases)

• Nitrogen dioxide (deep lung irritant)
• Lead (causes behavioral damage, inter-

feres with specific enzyme systems).

The statewide summary of air quality in
2006 was improved over 2005, and general-
ly better than the average of the 1990s. For
ozone, there is a significant deal of year-to-
year fluctuation, although the 10-year trend
is basically flat. There were no days in
2006 on which the ozone level exceeded
the National Ambient Air Quality Standard
(NAAQS).

For particulate matter, there were no days
in 2006 on which the particulate matter
level exceeded the NAAQS. Particulate
matter is measured for two ranges of sizes
of particles, 10 micron and 2.5 micron. The
larger particles, called PM-10, affect the
nose and throat, while the smaller particles,
called PM-2.5, affect the lungs and circula-
tory system. The 2006 averages for both
sizes of particles was down from 2005;

PM-2.5 was about even with 2004, while
PM-10 was down from both 2004 and 2005.

For Carbon monoxide, the trend has been
slightly downward since 1997, with approx-
imately a 5 percent decrease from 2005 to
2006. Sulfur dioxide showed a decided
decrease for both 2005 and 2006 over the
10-year average.

The nitrogen dioxide annual trend has been
generally stable for the past 10 years, 1997-
2006. There have been no violations of the
national standard for NO2 since 1980.

The greatest success story in controlling cri-
teria pollutants is lead. As a direct result of
the Federal Motor Vehicle Control Program
which has required the use of unleaded gas
in automobiles since 1975, lead levels have
decreased by more than 90% statewide. Lead
levels in the air have generally decreased fur-
ther in the last 10 years (1997-2006).

These criteria pollutants are not the only com-
ponents in the air we breathe. For others,
there are currently no State or Federal ambi-
ent air quality standards. These other compo-
nents include arsenic, cadmium, chromium,
iron, manganese and nickel, and these are
known to have toxic properties. In addition,
sulfates and nitrates are part of the pollution,
and these can lead to acid rain. The areas with
the highest metals concentrations are general-
ly the heavy industrialized areas of the Metro-
East (Granite City and East St. Louis) and
South Chicago — Cermak and Maywood,
especially for iron and manganese.

The Air Quality Index (AQI) is the national

standard method for reporting air pollution
levels to the general public. The AQI is
based on the levels of six “criteria pollu-
tants,” namely ozone, sulfur dioxide, carbon
monoxide, particulate matter PM-10, partic-
ulate matter PM-2.5, and nitrogen dioxide.
Data from pollution monitors in an area are
collected, and the AQI subindex for each
pollutant is calculated. Once all the
subindexes have been calculated, the high-
est value is chosen by inspecting the num-
bers. That number becomes the AQI for the
area, and the pollutant having the highest
number is the “critical pollutant.” If two
pollutants have the same highest value, then
both are reported as critical pollutants.

AQI categories and ranges are as follows:

0-50  Good
51-100  Moderate
101-150  Unhealthy for sensitive groups
151-200  Unhealthy
201-300 Very Unhealthy
301 and above Hazardous

Thus, an AQI of 61 and Critical Pollutant
PM-2.5 means that the air quality is
Moderate, and the highest concentration
pollutant is PM-2.5.

Lake County, Aurora and Elgin, Joliet and
Will Counties, Rockford, Quad Cities, Cham-
paign, Normal, Decatur and Springfield all
had 75 percent or more “Good” days.
Metro-East (i.e., St. Louis area) had l e s s
than 50 percent “Good” days, but had 99 per-
cent combined “Good” and “Moderate” days.
The City of Chicago had 52 percent “Good”
days and 48 percent “Moderate” days.

by Fran Caffee

What are you doing Saturday, April 19?

VOF will have our annual Fox River Clean-up
in downtown Aurora. We need YOU. If you
helped before, we need your experience. If
you're contemplating your first clean-up, we
need you, too. We have a good time, do a
great job, then hose down and have lunch.

Meet at 8:30 a.m. at 80 N. Broadway (Rt 25,
behind Aurora Township office) to sign in, get
supplies, and choose a spot. We supply gloves,
bags, snacks, and water (not disposable bottles).
Bring a water bottle and appropriate (grubby)
clothing. Free Sierra Club logo aluminum
water bottles for the first 25 to register.

Earth Day River  Clean-Up

Upper Mississippi. On January 14, Brad
Walker from the Prairie Rivers Network
(www.prairierivers.org), gave a presentation
on the upper Mississippi River's current
state. As a follow-up, Brad offered “The
Upper Mississippi is in poor condition and
getting worse every year. The 2007 Water
Resources Development Act includes a $1.5
billion program to begin addressing ecosys-
tem restoration along the river but will be
competing against many other projects for
limited federal budget dollars. Illinois will
need to provide an estimated $70 million
over the next 15 years to fund Illinois' por-
tion of the restoration work.”

S n  i p p e t s

“Prairie Rivers Network will be working
with other interested groups and ask for the
support of Sierra Club members across the
state to help advocate for this funding. We
will keep groups informed of the status of
this long-term activity.”

Don't Move Firewood. This message from
the USDA was spotted in the Chicago
Tribune: To help prevent the spread of the
Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) beetle, always
keep firewood in your county and buy only
from known sources. Don't accept firewood
from EAB-infested states. Burn your winter
supply before May 1st. When camping or
hunting, buy firewood at your destination.
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by Charlie Zine

The Valley of the Fox Group is planning
two separate canoe/kayak trips for the Fox
River this spring and summer. This is a
chance to see two great sections of the Fox
that flow through natural areas and small
towns. Rentals will be available or mem-
bers can bring their own boats.

The trip on Sunday, May 18, will begin in
Algonquin and end just past Dundee. We'll
break for lunch at the Fox River Shores
Forest Preserve in Carpentersville. This

Paddle the Fox: Two Upcoming Outings

393-acre facility has over one mile of
shoreline with springs and “seeps” that
form “Hanging Fens.” Rare plants such 
as Vanilla Grass, Twayblade Orchids, 
and Turtle Heads  are common in these
fens. In May, the drier portions are often
covered with Pink Flowering Crabapples,
and White Plums.

The second trip on Sunday, July 20, starts
in Yorkville and proceeds about seven miles
downstream to Millbrook. This trip will

by Barbara Vrchota

Joel Laws has a problem. "My wife and I are
a recently newly married couple and moved
into our first home together in December of
2005. If you can, for a second, try to remem-
ber when you and your significant other first
started out in the adult world. Imagine start-
ing a chapter in your life of starting a family,
moving into a new home and looking for-
ward toward your future together. "

"Now imagine having all that taken from
you. This was our case, as we have had our
clean air and enjoyment of our property
taken from us without a choice. A d d i t i o n a l l y,
we have been told by our community leaders
and our state and federal public administra-
tors that we don't have a legitimate com-
plaint for our clean air. This is what has hap-
pened to us by our neighbors' actions by
installing an Outdoor Wood Boiler. "

What is an Outdoor Wood Boiler (OWB)?
According to Central Boiler and Outdoor
Boilers of Michigan's web page, it is an
efficient way to provide your home with all
your heating needs. A homeowner can elim-
inate problems indoors caused by the stan-
dard indoor wood stove. There is no more
tending to the stove, or fire hazards.
Outdoorwoodfurnace.com claims in its ad
that it can lower utility bills, and heat water
heaters, spas, pools, and garages.

H e r e ’s another burning question. Is it an
eyesore? Does it take up a lot of yard
space? Surfing sites such as www. c e n t r a l-
boilers.com, you’ll find photos of these
heat sources, which resemble small alu-
minum or wood sheds.

It doesn't sound too bad, does it? Well, short-
ly after Joel and Melissa moved into their

by Fran Caffee

If your budget is like mine, sometimes it
doesn't want to stretch to include all the
fresh organic fruits and vegetables I want.
But did you know some fruits and vegeta-
bles have higher amounts of pesticide
residue than others? The twelve with the
highest amount of pesticide residues are
peaches, apples, peppers, celery, nectarines,
strawberries, cherries, lettuce, imported

O rganic and the Budget

grapes, pears, spinach, and potatoes. T h e s e
are the ones to spend your money on and get
o rganic if possible. The twelve with the low-
est pesticide residues are onions, avocado,
frozen sweet corn, pineapples, mangoes,
frozen sweet peas, asparagus, kiwi,
bananas, cabbage, broccoli, and eggplant.
When short of cash, go ahead and buy con-
ventionally grown versions of these.

An Amer ican Dream Goes Up in  Smoke

stop for lunch at Silver Spring State Park, a
1350-acre facility with natural springs,
lakes, and native prairie restorations featur-
ing several varieties of prairie plants.

For either trip, if you bring a boat, the cost
is $10. Single kayak rentals are $52
(includes PFD and paddle). Canoes and
double kayaks are also available. Shuttle
rides are included in the price. For more
information, contact Charlie Zine at 630-
788-6666 or charles.zine@amcore.com.

home in Albers, IL, a neighbor installed an
outdoor wood boiler. Soon came the smoke
and soot. Joel says it killed the bushes around
the house and turned their white-sided home
y e l l o w. Next, constant sore throats, coughing
and headaches started. The only way to
relieve the symptoms was to leave the house.
They were sick of being sick, says Joel.

Sounds nightmarish, but it only gets worse.
When Joel contacted his local municipality,
he was told he has no complaint. He can't do
a thing to protect the air he and Melissa
breathe in or around their house. Joel says, "I
have become passionate about my freedom
for clean air. I had this circumstance brought
upon my wife and I without choice. I am
looking for support in any way possible."

After the holidays, Joel and Melissa decided
to move from their home. Their American
dream has, unfortunately, gone up in smoke.

There is some good news in of all this. Joel
and Melissa have created a web page on
myspace to educate the public and hopefully
make a change. "I want the state to at mini-
mum require people to fall under what the

U.S. EPA standards are for these things. Not
within 100 feet of someone's home, not be
used as a primary heat source, and burn dry
seasoned wood. If my neighbor did any of
the above items, we may still be able to live
in our home." Joel says.

Joel Laws is now the Central States Regions
Director for the Clean Air Revival Now, a
non-profit group in California. Learn more
about OWBs at www.burningissues.com or
m y s p a c e . c o m 8 0 / f r e e d o m o f a i r.

Photo by Joel Laws.
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by Fran Caffee

On January 1, Ron Harding passed away in
Ohio, where he and wife Marion retired a
few years ago. They were VOF
Conservation Chairs for a number of years
and worked very hard on National issues,
especially NAFTA. Ron continued his
activist work in retirement, using his motor-
ized chair to corral a group of fellow male
residents to an Environmental Discussion
Group on Friday mornings. One of Ron's
long-time friends made a sizable donation
to the Sierra Club in his honor.

VOF Calendar
of Events
For more information about outings and
hikes, see the Outings section of the Lake &
Prairie and also the VOF web site.
All meetings are held at the Batavia Public
Library at 7 p.m. the 2nd Monday of each
month except July, August and December.
The public is invited to attend.

April 14 (Monday) - 
General membership meeting.
Local conservationist Jon Duerr speaks on
native species in Kane/Kendall county and
how to incorporate them into your garden.

April 19 (Saturday) - 
Earth Day: River clean-up in Aurora. 
See accompanying article in this issue.
May 12 (Monday) - 
General membership meeting.
Guest presenter Leo Modica, bird photogra-
pher, brings us our feathered friends —
through the lens.

May 17 (Saturday) - 
Quarterly Water Sentinels Monitoring Day.
Contact fran.caffee@sierraclub.org.

May 18 (Sunday) - 
Canoe/Kayak Outing on the Fox. Algonquin
to Dundee; see article in this issue.

June 9 (Monday) - 
General membership meeting.
Julie Koivula speaks on how to live greener.
She'll discuss rain barrels, rain gardens, and
things we can do to help the environment
and save money.

July 20 (Sunday) - 
Canoe/Kayak Outing on the Fox. Yorkville
to Millbrook; see article in this issue.

July 26 (Saturday) - 
Paddleboat fund-raising excursion in St.
Charles. Check the website for details.

S e p t e m b e r 8 (Monday) - 
General membership meeting. 
Open house social. Get acquainted, touch
base, and network.

VOF Leadership
Terri Voitik and Charlie Zine Co-Chairs
Fran Caffee Vice-Chair/Water Sentinels
Julie Koivula Secretary/Outings
Ron Bedard Treasurer/Clean Air & Water

Additional ExCom Members
Jan Mangers
Terry Murray
Gene Schultz Political Chair
Jon Wesenberg Renewable Energy
Craig Zabel Publicity/Global Warming/

Sprawl Support Team
Marlene Bedard Membership
Dudley Case Past Chair
Ron Gilkerson Dams
Mike Hanlon WebMaster
Ted Penesis PaddleBoat Fund Raiser
Nate Stelton E-mail/Database
Marcel Wen Mining

Newsletter
Nate Stelton Editor
Barb Vrchota and Fran Caffee Editorial Consultants
Lisanne Freese Layout and Design

All VOF Officers can be reached by using firstname.lastname@
illinois.sierraclub.org, eg., fran.caffee@illinois.sierraclub.org.
Check the website for updates at www.sierraclub.org/il/vof.

21st Century Fox is published quarterly by the Valley of the
Fox Group of the Sierra Club. Send submissions and letters to
the editor at vf-newsed@illinois.sierraclub.org. Please include
your full name, address and, for letters to the editor, title and
page number of story. Deadline for the next issue is May 1, 2008. 

LOOKING FOR NEW OUTINGS LEADERS
We need local outings leaders. To become a local leader you need to take a Standard
First Aid Course offered by the American Red Cross and a weekend OLT (Outdoor
Leadership Training) through the Sierra Club. 

The Fox Valley area has lots to offer: biking along the Fox River, hiking at numerous for-
est preserves such as Nelson Lake, and paddling on the Fox.  Being a leader is a gre a t
o p p o rtunity to get people outdoors and share environmental concerns. If this is something
you’d enjoy doing, send an e-mail to: julieakoivula@sbcglobal.net.

VOF Loses Two Fr iends of the Ear th

In late January another member of the
early VOF Group passed away.

Sister Jane Martin was a kindred soul, one
that we should all be fortunate enough to
know at least once in our life. I can still see
her at the end of Veterans Park in Aurora,
feeding the geese. 

Sister Jane requested that memorial d o n a-
tions be made to the Sierra Club.

The world is a better place for having had
these dedicated activists in our midst.

Sign up to receive Sierra Club Insider, the
flagship e-newsletter. Sent out twice a month,
it features the Club's latest news and activities.
Subscribe and view recent editions at
http://www.sierraclub.org/insider

Sierra Club Insider

You can now receive the 21st Century Fox
electronically. We talk about saving trees
and being environmentally responsible.
This is one way to walk the walk. 

You can unsubscribe from the paper version
of the Illinois Chapter's Lake & Prairie
(which includes the 21st Century Fox), and
instead receive an e-mailed announcement
and link to download the new Lake &
Prairie from the chapter website
(illinois.sierraclub.org).

To get the Fox electronically, send your
request, name, membership number (eight
digit number on the address label of your
Sierra magazine), and e-mail address to edi-
tor@illinois.sierraclub.org.

Save Paper ! Save
Trees! Save Money!

Red-tailed
Hawk spotted
at the last
VOF Nelson
Lake outing; 

Photo by Nate
Stelton.

Get involved! Please check the VOF
Web site (sierraclub.org/chapters/il/vof)
for announcements of new listserv e-
mail mailing lists. Listservs are easy to
subscribe to, just as easy to unsub-
scribe from, and are available as indi-
vidual messages or a as daily digest.

Get on a Custom
E-mail List
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Workshop Opens Eyes 
By Evan Craig, Chair  

In addition to the philosophical implica-
tions, the Route 120 Bypass “Corridor 
Land Use Visioning Workshop” revealed 
some very real but unspoken misconcep-
tions. It showed many of the changes the 
Rt. 120 Bypass portends for central Lake 
County that could happen if the citizens 
of Lake County let developers decide this 
for us. 

When shown maps of the future that the 
new Bypass would bring, most saw it as 
far worse than what they have now. 
Some attended this workshop hoping for 
a quicker commute from their low cost 
country living to their Deerfield employ-
ment. Local town leaders there began to 
see changing local establishments to 
relieve the constriction in the present Rt. 
120 arterial as a smaller sacrifice. Previ-
ously unthinkable, that change was mild 
in comparison to plans that would make 
their present communities unrecogniz-
able. Many in the Hainesville area 
seemed to be seeing their zoning plans 
and the plans of their neighbor villages 
on the same map for the first time. The 
presenters repeatedly questioned 
whether the area could really support 
that much retail. Amid their chants for “no 
more residential,” several local leaders 
voiced a need for zoning reform and “a 
smaller bite of the apple.” And there was 
near consensus to preserve the 
Northbrook Gun Club’s wetlands and Big 
Sag wetland bank area north of Camp-
bell Airfield. Even though this Rt. 120 
Bypass is its severed appendage, no one 
even mentioned the plainly visible un-
dead corpse of the N-S Rt. 53 extension 
on the maps. 

Widening Rt. 120 around Grays Lake, 
thought impossible by most, was re-
vealed to impact directly only a handful 
of houses and a couple of businesses. 
The presenters showed that intersection 
improvements and road widening there 
are real options. But they focused more 

(Continued on page W4) 
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A “Development Opportunity”?  
By Larry Marvet, Vice-Chair  

We recently participated in the Route 120 
Bypass “Corridor Land Use Visioning 
Workshop.” Also called Belvidere Road, 
this east-west street occasionally has 
heavy traffic west of Grayslake, where it 
narrows to one lane each direction. 
Though many roads in the Chicagoland 
area see traffic congestion during some 
hours, including 8 laned I-94, traffic con-
gestion in Grayslake is presented to the 
public as so horrendous that a new super-
highway must be built from the Almond 
Marsh Forest Preserve just east of Grays-
lake to Singing Hills Forest Preserve near 
Volo. 

I’ve written for some time that this road 
building proposal is little more than an 
attempt to push Cook County sprawl into 
less developed Lake County. Take a look 
at the road map of Cook County suburbs 
and you’ll see it crisscrossed with high 
speed roads—I-94, 294 and SR53 north-
south; I-90, 290, 88 and 55 east-west. 
Compare that to Lake County, home to 
more endangered species and greater 
biodiversity than any Illinois county: only I-
94 slices through our region. 

So who is pushing for a Cook County-style 
east-west 120 highway? From the public-
ity, you’d think it was outraged commuters 
tired of congestion. In fact, it’s the develop-
ment community: this Route 120 workshop 

(Continued on page W2) 

Rt. 120 Corridor Land Use Visioning Workshop 
Woods and Wetlands  

Calendar 

Wednesday, April 30th, 6:45 p.m. 
General Meeting 
Protecting the Peruvian Rainforest 
David Meyer, President 
Rainforest Conservation Fund  
See next page. 

Wednesday, May 28th, 6:45 p.m. 
General Meeting 
TBD  
It’s our last meeting before Septem-
ber, so don’t miss it! Check  
illinois.sierraclub.org/w&w/meet 
in April. 

Conservation Meetings 
Conservation meetings are held at 
6:00 pm in advance of General Meet-
ings. Members and guests welcome. 

Directions 
General Meetings are held at Vernon 
Area Library, 300 Olde Half Day 
Road in Lincolnshire. Take Route 22 
(Half Day Rd) west from Milwaukee 
Ave (Rt 21), turn north (right) at the 
first stop light, then left into the Li-
brary parking lot. Maps and details 
are available at::  
illinois.sierraclub.org/w&w/meet 

June 13th-15th,  
Outing 
Canoe the Wisconsin River 
Water levels permitting, we'll canoe 
through a Wildlife Area on the lower 
Wisconsin River and camp on a 
sandbar between Sauk City and 
Spring Green. We'll swim, and learn 
about the wildlife and water ecology. 
Leader Evan Craig 
847-680-6437 
See  
illinois.sierraclub.org/w&w/Outings/ 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/deed.en 
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was chock full of maps labeled 
“development opportunities”--high 
density subdivisions, strip malls, big-
box shopping centers and parking lots, 
wall-to-wall along the entire length of 
the new highway. Atlantic Coast Devel-
opers recently presented plans to 
Grayslake to build 80 acres of strip 
shopping on the 120 Bypass corridor--
in advance of road approval! 

Adding to these dishonest efforts to 
gain our approval and tax dollars 
(estimate about $10 million per mile of 
superhighway, probably 10 miles long) 
are some sad facts.  First, the highway 
and its construction will destroy the big 
heron rookery at the northern end of 
Almond Marsh Forest Preserve. Rt. 120 
currently narrowly misses the rookery. 
(Next time you drive on 120 near 
Grayslake, you should be sure to look 
to your south and see these big birds 
flying back and forth from their nests to 
feed their chicks.) 

(Opportunity?, from page W1) 

New Ways to Protect 
Your Local Lake 
by Evan Craig, Chair 

There are two types of lakes and streams 
in our area: those already degraded by 
poor development practices, and those 
that will be unless we act soon. Luckily, 
part of the federal Clean Water Act 
(CWA), the Water Quality Act of 1987 
(1987 WQA) is finally being rolled out this 
year, 2008, to help protect our lakes, and 
the streams that feed them. 
Familiar rivers in our area, the Des 
Plaines, Fox and Chicago are formally 
classified as impaired waters, unsuitable 
for either fishing or swimming, as are 
most of our lakes (as we reported in is-
sue #54). Many of our smaller streams 
are also degraded. Sadly, the native spe-
cies that once lived in them were lost 
years ago, and without changes to exist-
ing drainage of their watersheds and 
upgraded sewage treatment plants, will 
likely never recover.  
Some local lakes still support beautifully 
biodiverse native plant and fish communi-
ties, notably: Cedar, Cross, Deep, East 
and West Loon, Little Silver, Bangs, Sulli-
van, Wooster, Lilly, and Turner lakes. 
Native species in them can be protected, 
restored, or even introduced, as they 
were at Sanctuary Pond, if we improve 
their water quality. The streams that feed 
them are threatened, and need restora-
tion and better protection. These include 
segments of Sequoit, Squaw, Mill, and 
the North branch of Nippersink Creek. 

Our other lakes and streams can also be 
improved by reducing the load of pollut-
ants that they regularly receive.  
Of course, Lake Michigan also deserves 
a special mention. While its ecosystem 
has been severely altered, the impor-
tance of its water quality for drinking, 
swimming and fishing is overwhelmingly 
obvious. Yet the outdated stormwater 
systems of communities in its watershed 
east of Green Bay Rd. dump pollutants 
with every rain. Most of it is delivered 
directly through pipes and ditches. Kel-
logg Creek, the Dead River, Yeoman, 
Pettibone and Crosley Creeks, as well as 
the ravines (see Fort Sheridan in issue 
#51), receive storm water, and flow into 
Lake Michigan.  
The CWA passed in 1972 includes stan-
dards to protect water quality, and re-
quires polluters to use the best available 
technology to clean up our wastewater. 
These have been effective so far to re-
duce “point sources,” and we have re-
cently won major victories, in Wauconda 
for all of Illinois, and then in Antioch, to 
reduce the pollution coming from these 
sources. Unfortunately, these improve-
ments alone are not enough to clean up 
the polluted waters they impact.   
The 1987 WQA was passed because 
“non-point sources,” like runoff from 
roads and lawns, was shown to cause 
significant water quality impairment. In a 
permit program called “MS4” (Municipal 
Separate Storm Sewer Systems), it re-
quires municipalities with storm sewer 
systems to follow six steps to reduce the 

non-point pollution reaching our waters: 
1. Public Education and Outreach 
2. Public Participation / Involvement 
3. Illicit Discharge Detection & Elimination 
4. Construction Site Runoff Control 
5. Post-Construction Runoff Control 
6. Pollution Prevention/ Good House-

keeping. 
I received a mailing from Mundelein, 
where I work, with a Citizen’s Guide pub-
lished by the Lake County Stormwater 
Management Commission (SMC) de-
scribing the importance of Best Manage-
ment Plans (BMPs) in protecting water 
quality. It said I should get the BMP for 
our property from the village, and make 
sure it was being followed. When I called, 
they said they didn’t have them, and to 
call SMC. SMC didn’t have them either. 
So I submitted a FOIA request to Munde-
lein to find out where the buck stops. The 
MS4 documents they provided revealed 
that most of their plans to comply with 
this program consisted of “Continue to 
comply with the countywide WDO 
(Watershed Development Ordinance).” 
As presently written, the WDO manages 
stormwater quantity, not quality, and 
many on the SMC Board favor weaken-
ing it. As described on p. W3, the conse-
quences of their laxness are real. We 
deserve much more from our villages, 
SMC, and IEPA. 
So call up your village and SMC (847-
918-5260), and ask for the BMP for your 
property. Then contact us. Let’s not miss 
this opportunity to help our waters.  

Sierra Club Meetings 
by Larry Marvet 

Protecting the Peruvian Rainforest
David Meyer, President 
Rainforest Conservation Fund  
Wednesday, April 30, 2007, 6:45pm 
Vernon Area Library, Lincolnshire 
The Rainforest Conservation Fund (RCF) 
is an all volunteer organization founded 
by a small group of Chicagoland residents 
concerned about rainforest destruction. 
Since it's beginning in 1988, they've fo-
cused their efforts on Peru's one million 
acre Reserva Comunal Tamshiyacu Ta-
huayo (RCTT), home to the most diverse 
assembly of primate species on any pro-
tected land in the world. 
Mr. Meyer will tell us how RCF works with 
the adjacent communities to limit destruc-
tive activities through alternative methods 
and industries. By protecting the Reserva, 
the Rainforest Conservation Fund is pro-
tecting numerous unique and endangered 
animals, including jaguar, pink river dol-
phin, harpy eagle, red uakari monkey, 
giant otter, and the giant anteater.  

Heading west from Almond Marsh, the 
highway would pierce the center of a 300 
acre wetlands complex (including the Big 
Sag Wetlands Bank) just north of Camp-
bell Airport. Many in the Hainseville area 
consider this beautiful land the natural 
jewel of their region, but the 120 Bypass 
will bisect and destroy most of it. Less 
obvious casualties, but perhaps more 
important, are the smaller natural areas, 
open vistas, two high quality streams, 
drinking water recharge soils and bird and 
animal communities that this road will 
pave over. 

Beware of the pitch that the 120 Bypass 
will solve traffic congestion in our county. 
Understand that the real goal is 
“development opportunities” to turn Lake 
County into a clone of Cook County, 
interlaced with superhighways, filled with 
strip shopping centers, and still clogged 
with traffic. The best way to preserve the 
Lake County we love is by opposing new 
high speed roads like the proposed 120 
Bypass.  
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An Interview with Eric Roe, by Larry Marvet 

… continued from issue #58 …
See illinois.sierraclub.org/w&w/wwnews 

Lake County has the best remaining 
lakes in Illinois, and many of us live 
here because of this natural beauty. So 
protection of our waters should be a 
high priority, right? Maybe not. In Part 2 
of our recent interview with volunteer 
activist Eric Roe, I learned that a 
straightforward municipal construction 
project flushed tons of debris 
into one of our most pristine 
lake systems. Part 1 explained 
how Antioch construction pro-
jects had caused pollution prob-
lems for many years and how, in 
the case of the Osmond Park 
construction there, Mr. Roe had 
notified authorities of a number 
of construction problems in No-
vember 2006. After months of 
stonewalling, it seemed like 
Lake County regulators would 
step in... 

LM: So you notified Antioch in 
November 2006, then in Febru-
ary, Lake County Stormwater 
Management Commission 
(SMC) people visit the construc-
tion site for Osmond Sports Park and 
find the same problems you had notified 
them of?  
ER: Yes, and this seemed to spur An-
tioch's mayor to write the SMC, promis-
ing to take all the proper precautions by 
the end of March.  

LM: And did anyone ever take any ac-
tion?  
ER: We probably wouldn't be talking 
about this if they had done anything, but 
no, the promised activities never oc-
curred, so in early April I followed pro-
cedures and filed a formal complaint 
with James Keim, Antioch's Certified 
Community Enforcement Officer 
(CCEO)—the person that Lake County 
delegates enforcement authority to—
listing the screw-ups: no watershed 
development permit, no soil erosion and 
sediment control plan, no wetland sub-
mittal requirements, no storm water 
pollution prevention plan, no conditional 
approval / earth change approval, road 
built through wetlands, dredge and con-
struction spoils stored on site.  

LM: Did they, finally, take fast action?  
ER: Again, no. And this time the CCEO 
immediately replied to my complaint 
saying, strangely, that there was no 
construction and to quit bothering him! 
His letter said, 1. construction for the 
project had not started yet, 2. the pro-

US Mail Slow, Switch to E-Mail 
by Evan Craig 

It’s gotten so bad, it’s on the evening news. We just can’t count on having this news-
letter delivered, and it regularly takes weeks. Meanwhile, the cost of postage just 
keeps going up. 

Our solution? Sign up to get your newsletter by e-mail. It’s fast, and it’s free! We’ll 
send you these same great stories and events, with better pictures and richer content 
- in time to respond and participate! To sign up, address an e-mail message to  
LISTSERV@LISTS.SIERRACLUB.ORG 
and then include the following commands in the body of the message :  
SUBSCRIBE IL-WWG-ALERTS firstname lastname  

(inserting your first name and last name). 

If things don’t improve, we might decide to stop printing and mailing this version of 
our newsletter, and rely solely on e-mail and our website to get the news to you. So 
don’t miss out! Subscribe now. 

Worried that you might have missed an issue? We post this newsletter on our web-
site too. Bookmark our website: 

http://illinois.sierraclub.org/w&w             

ject won't start until until all required 
plans are in place, 3. there is no road 
through wetlands, and 4. there is a silt 
fence around any fill that might or might 
not be in the non-construction area. I 
should note that by this time they had 
put in a silt fence—but it was in the 
wrong place so couldn't stop water from 
flowing off the dirt and into the Creek.  

LM: Let's fast-forward to this past Au-
gust of 2007, a rainy month here. What 

happened to Sequoit Creek and why?  
ER: During a few of the heavy rains, 
spoil and other soil material eroded from 
the site and washed through a high-
quality wetlands then directly into Se-
quoit Creek, which feeds into Lake 
Marie and the chain of lakes.  Millions if 
not billions of gallons of sediment-
saturated water turned the Creek a 
chocolate color from the Osmond Park 
all the way to Lake Marie.  

The reason for this massive pollu-
tion is that Antioch failed to use 

modern construction practices and to 
build the proper safeguards into this 
simple construction project. Lack of 
proper monitoring and the missing silt 
fence were probably the most flagrant 
errors. Moreover, officials had been 
warned many times by various people 
and organizations, that the site was a 
disaster waiting to happen. And it did.  

LM: We see the photo, but can you de-
scribe the damage?  

ER: The sediment clouds and dis-
color the waters limiting recrea-
tional uses. It also adversely im-
pacts aquatic environments by 
accelerating plant growth, which 
depletes dissolved oxygen levels 
and stresses fish populations. If 
there are dangerous chemicals in 
the spoil (this project is adjacent to 
a Superfund site and some of the 
material may have been dredged 
from a contaminated stream) then 
the damage to the water and eco-
system can be magnified greatly.  

LM: How is the City and County 
correcting this damage?  
ER: Since the disaster in August, 
there has been improved manage-
ment of the site, including silt fenc-

ing and better oversight of the construc-
tion practices at Osmond park. Adjacent 
wetlands received a tremendous 
amount of sediment-laden runoff, which 
has no doubt had a negative impact. 
Once the layer of sediment dries it will 
become like concrete and the wetlands 
will no longer be able to soak up and 
retain stormwater. This will lead to the 
potential for more flooding and less fil-

(Continued on page W4) 

Lake County's Broken Water Protection System, Part 2  
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on a new Bypass. There were no good 
ways to place a new expressway within 
a mile of the existing Rt. 120 regional 
arterial, and connect or bridge it over 
the present road network. Ironically, the 
intersection improvements that we have 
sought for years are now delayed by 
this Rt. 120 Bypass development con-
quest. Let’s Get Moving! 

While the maps were illuminating, the 
presentation still suffered from a loboto-
mized comparison of the impacts of 
development vs. the impacts of the By-
pass. The new residential, commercial 
and industrial development they 
showed carefully avoided wetlands, but 
they blithely placed a major new road 
corridor right through big sensitive wet-
lands and high quality streams – as 
though there would be no impact!  

After listening to an hour and a half of 
“development opportunities,” we asked 
them to give equal consideration to 
“preservation opportunities.” We were 
repeatedly told that environmental fac-
tors would be fully considered at a later 
stage. When they urged us to address 
land use rather than environmental im-
pacts, we reminded everyone that de-
veloping more than 10% of the land in a 
stream’s watershed amounts to geno-
cide against the native aquatic resi-
dents. The development they showed 
would ruin two high quality streams, 
Squaw Creek and Mill Creek, so we 
asked them to present a road plan 
based on land use with less than 10% 
roofs and roads instead. 

The presentation also suffered from a 
contorted approach to transportation. 
While they mentioned that pedestrian 
access would be wise between new 
commercial and residential plans, they 
also presented merely as barriers the 
three rail lines that serve the area. Re-
vealing a roads-only mindset that would 
have made Robert Moses proud, they 
presented rail, a strategic asset, as a 
public nuisance. We asked them to re-
flect on the price of gas and the ability 
of mass transit to relieve road conges-
tion, and to return with plans to improve 
community access to commuter rail. 

Not surprisingly, the Route 120 Plan-
ning Council’s Environmental & Storm-
water Impact Task Force has already 
come to the same conclusions that 

many of 
those who 
attended 
did. In their 
Final Draft, 
they list 

(Workshop Opens Eyes, from page W1) 

tration. The village should clean up the 
mess they have caused. Unfortunately, 
so much damage has already been done, 
and I worry that over time, if we let our 
guard down, developers will return to 
dangerous habits and regulators will re-
duce their supervision.  

LM: Do you have any suggestions to fix 
the system?  
ER: When SMC delegates their authority 
to local municipalities, the local field in-
spectors can feel pressure to ease the 
monitoring and maintenance of environ-
mental safeguards which are designed to 
limit construction-generated pollution. 
Inspectors need to be more empowered 
in their work, since they are often em-
ployed by towns under the control of poli-
ticians who receive considerable cam-
paign contributions from the development 
community. When developers run into 
trouble, they go to politicians for help. 
The public needs assurance that politi-
cians are not pressuring inspectors to 
ignore environmental violations.  

LM: Thanks for telling us this story, Eric. I 
hope you continue your hard work.  
ER: As a final word, Lake county has 
been blessed with many high-quality wet-
lands and open-water lakes. Wetlands 
are essential to countless creatures for 
their health and survival. In essence 
these creatures are our brethren on 
Earth, their health and ours are inter-
twined. If we are not careful with our 
natural resources they will soon be gone. 
Once lost, they will never return and man-
kind will ultimately suffer as a result. Let 
us see that this is not our fate.  

(Water, continued from page W3) 

seven different land and water concerns 
that each “represents a feature that can 
not likely be designed around and may 
be a ‘Potential Barrier’ by itself” to the 
Bypass. 
The question now is whether to keep 
spending the $2M that Congresswoman 
Melissa Bean secured (promising a 
congestion cure-all) for engineering for 
the Bypass, rather than use our money 
to make the needed changes to the 
present Rt. 120 corridor.

Antioch Oil Slick 
By Evan Craig and Eric Roe 

A recent oil spill into the Fox Waterway 
reveals how vulnerable public waters are 
to runoff through storm sewers. 

On Friday, February 29, a Coca-Cola 
truck ran into a powerline pole behind 
Piggly Wiggly and brought six oil-filled 
power transformers crashing to the 
ground. They split open releasing 200 of 
the 264 gallons of oil they contained onto 
the parking lot. It flowed down a storm 
grate connecting directly to Sequoit 
Creek. Efforts to recover it were showy, 
but ineffective. 

We know that “transformer oil” commonly 
contained dangerous PCBs in the past, 
so we called the IEPA. They assured us 
that it was “mineral oil,” not PCBs, and 
that proof of this was in their laboratory 
report. However, the response to our for-
mal (FOIA) request contains no such 
laboratory analysis, only a blank checked 
on a hazmat report. The “mineral oil” used 
in transformers is not the kind sold at Pig-
gly Wiggly, so a lab analysis is necessary 
either way to determine the health threat 
to our public waters. At this point we are 
convinced that information given by An-
tioch and the IEPA to assuage public con-
cern was unsupported. The IEPA officer 
said the news accounts were misleading. 
Local ice fishermen posted pictures of the 
slick (shown left) that rose through their 
holes on Bluff Lake, downstream from 
Lake Marie. 

All villages should stop inviting this kind of 
disaster by ending the use of unprotected 
storm grates. Rather than funnel storm-
water into storm grates, runoff water 
should be filtered across lateral buffers 
planted with deep-rooted vegetation.
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Where Have All Our Members Gone?
by Connie Heinrich

At our last Sauk-Calumet ExCom meeting, we
were again dismayed to hear the membership report.
It seems that at every meeting, we learn that the total
membership in the Sauk-Calumet area declines.  We
are also seeing a decline in the number of members
who come to our general programs that are held on the
second Wednesday of each month (except July and
August).  While we had seen a general decline in
program attendance in recent years, we also blamed
the fact that we had changed our meeting date last
year from Tuesday to Wednesday.  With high hopes,
we anticipated that the numbers would improve after
our members got accustomed to the new meeting day.
Well, that hasn’t happened.

After some discussion at our ExCom meeting on
how we can reach out to our membership, I decided
the best way might be the direct approach.  That’s why
I’m writing this article - to gain some insight from our
members.

From my own perspective, I can see some
reasons for the decline:
• Gas prices.  Now that prices top $3 per gallon,
it could cost a member as much as $5 (or even more)
to come to a meeting.
• Our carbon footprint.  Even the Sierra Club’s
own message to reduce our carbon footprint works
against us.  What better way to cut back than to cut out
some driving?
• Illinois weather.  Let’s face it – Illinois weather
is enough to discourage even the most stalwart
member at times. Our unpredictable weather, bad road
conditions, and traffic all conspire to keep us at home.
• The internet.  It’s so easy to get information
from the internet.  There’s no need to leave the
comforts of your home.  Just a click on the search
button and a world of information is at your fingertips.
• The age thing.  Our “core” group is getting old,
although we definitely don’t feel older except for a few
extra aches and pains.  We often wonder if we can
relate to our younger members.  Of course, we would
be quite willing to “pass the torch” on to the next
generation.

Now that I’ve given everyone some excuses for
not coming to meetings, I’ll give some good reasons
to come.
• Good programs.  Our program chair puts a
good deal of effort into bringing interesting speakers to
our programs.  I know from experience that it can be
discouraging to put together a program or to be a
speaker, then to find that you barely have an audience.

• Good company.  You get to meet other
members.  Our program meetings are also social events.
Attendees are invited to go out for pizza and
conversation afterwards.
• Good ideas.  You might actually learn about
something that you hadn’t thought of before.  Or you
might get an inspiration for your next travel adventure.
• Outings.  It’s difficult to alert members to outings
because they are often organized on short notice.  By
attending meetings, you can get to know our outings
chair and find out what is being planned, or you can
make suggestions for new outings.
• Help when you need it.  The seasoned members
of our ExCom have fought an environmental battle or
two.  We’ve won some and lost some, but we’ve learned
from those experiences and are willing to share our
knowledge with other members.
• It’s a club.  Just as its name implies, the Sierra
Club is a club, the definition of which is: “A group of
people organized for a common purpose, esp. a group
that meets regularly.”  (American Heritage Dictionary)

Now, it’s your turn.  We need to hear from
our Sauk-Calumet members.  Let us know what would
make you consider coming to a meeting.  Do you have
suggestions for programs that you and others might be
interested in?  Do we need our own group website to
keep members updated?  Do you feel it’s just too far to
come for a meeting?  We won’t even take offense if you
tell us you prefer to hang out with a younger crowd.  Let
us know your thoughts.

You can reply to sc-editor@illinois.sierraclub.org
if you have internet access or, if not, call Connie Heinrich
at 815-476-6171.

Sauk-Calumet Group
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Have you been to the Sierra Club Green Life

page?
It has all sorts of “ideas for living well and doing
good”.  You can get a new green tip every day just
by signing up.  There’s even a blog where readers
can express their own opinions and share tips.
Check it out at
http://sierraclub.typepad.com/greenlife/
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Sauk Calumet Group and Bartel Grassland
Teaming up for Planting

by Dick Riner, Bartel Grassland Steward

Take 5,450 emergent wetland plants, 6 acres of
wetland, MANY dedicated and hard working volunteers,
and you have made an environmental impact that will
encourage the frogs and shore birds at Bartel
Grassland.

                              Picture by Dick
Riner

Bartel Grassland is located near Matteson between
Central Ave. and Ridgeland from east to west and
between Flossmoor Rd. and Vollmer Rd. from north to
south

Join us on April 19
th
 and 20

th
, and possibly again

in May, to put in 5,450 native plant plugs in a 6-acre
wetland area in the southeast corner of Bartel
Grassland.  We will be working from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00
p.m. both days, and we need your HELP!  Please
reserve a spot by contacting Dick Riner, Bartel
Grassland Steward, at dickriner@gmail.com or 708-
720-5683.  I can promise you much hard work and
satisfaction in a job well done.

                           Picture by Dick Rine

Got Cabin Fever – Try a Prairie Workday

by Paul Strand, Conservation Co-chair

Many opportunities are available to south-
suburban members who enjoy working outdoors.  If you
are interested in joining a workday, call the natural area at
the number listed below for more information.  Be sure to
dress appropriately for the weather and bring work gloves.

If you live in Cook County, check out
www.fpdcc.com for volunteer information or call the
Volunteer Resources Team at 773-631-1790.  Four
specific sites in the south suburbs include the following:

• Bartel Grassland in Matteson:  Contact Dick
Riner at 708-720-5683.  Workdays are on the 3

rd
 Saturday

of each month from 9-12 a.m.

• Kickapoo Woods in Riverdale: Contact Alice
Brandon at 312-286-6937 at Friends of the Forest
Preserves.

• Orland Park Grassland: Check their website at
www.orlandgrassland.org or call 708-364-0006

• Powderhorn Prairie in Burnham:  Contact

Alice Brandon at 312-286-6937 at Friends of the
Forest Preserves.   Workdays are on the 3rd
Saturday of each month from 9-12 a.m.

If you live in Will County, volunteer
opportunities are offered by the following :

• Forest Preserve District of Will County:
There are various sites throughout the county
where volunteers can help restore or maintain
natural areas.  For a location near you, check the
Forest Preserve website www.fpdwc.org or call
815-727-8700 for volunteer opportunities.

• Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie:  Part
of the U.S. Forest Service system, Midewin
welcomes all types of volunteers.  For information,
call Allison Hedden or Chris Pratt at 815-423-6370
or see the Midewin website www.fs.fed.us/mntp
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Has Your Town Joined the Greenest Region Compact?

by Lois Lauer

Towns all over Chicago land are signing on to
the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus Greenest Region
Compact, which is a voluntary initiative to improve the
region’s air, water, and land, to reduce greenhouse
gases, to minimize waste, and to reduce energy
consumption through a series of environmental
actions.  According to Kate Agasie of the Caucus
office, Greenest Region Compact is a relatively easy
first step in a town’s commitment to becoming
environmentally sustainable.  Palos Park’s Mayor John
Mahoney told his council, “The resolution is a
declaration of our commitment to address regional and
global environmental issues at a municipal level, to
implement measures to enhance health and safety, to
reduce fossil fuel consumption, to conserve water, to
reduce solid waste, and to diminish smog-forming
emissions.”  You can check out the Mayors Caucus
website for more information (www.mayorscaucus.org)

The South Suburban Mayors and Managers and
the Southwest Conference of Mayors have endorsed

the Greenest Cities Compact, encouraging all of the
towns in

 
 their areas to also do so.  If your municipality is already
on the list, be sure to let them know you appreciate their
action.  If not, please call them and urge them to join the
Greenest Region Compact today!

Thanks to these Sauk Calumet municipalities that
have already decided to “go green”!”

Alsip Hickory Hills Palos Hills
Blue Island Homewood Palos Park
Bridgeview Lemont Park Forest
Channahon Midlothian Richton Park
Chicago* Oak Forest Riverdale
Orland Hills Country Club Hills South Holland
Crete Orland Park Worth

* A potential second and more ambitious environmental
step is for a city to join Sierra Club’s Cool Cities initiative
in which municipalities sign the U.S. Mayors’ Climate
Protection Agreement by setting goals to reduce their
carbon footprints in order to reduce global warming.
Kudos to Plainfield and Chicago for already becoming
Cool Cities.

OUR EBAY STORE

Article h

OUTINGS

April 26:   Welcome spring to Northern Illinois with a
canoe trip on the Mazon River.  We try to time this
trip to include good water, plentiful spring flowers,
and wildlife.  We often succeed but if you’re
interested, it would be good to keep in contact as
dates and times are fluid.  Advanced beginner skill
level is helpful on this run.

May 3:  Lois Lauer will be leading a hike through
Messenger Woods in search of the usually abundant
Virginia Bluebells and Great White Trillium.  The
group will meet at the parking lot at 10 a.m.  Here’s a
chance to increase your botanical literacy!  Call Lois
at 708-923-1550 for information.

May 26:  In what has become a Memorial Day
tradition, please join us for a paddle on the Vermilion
River downstream from Streator.  This trip starts
early and ends with lunch at one of the finest eateries
in the area that will accept grubby canoeists.

June 14:  Bike the I & M Canal to the Dulcimer Fest.
This is a “smell the flowers” kind of trip that features
spring on the canal, great music, and massive food
consumption before rolling home.

Most outings are suitable for people of average ability
and conditioning.  Call Steve Baker at 815-485-5273
or trinitysb@msn.com for more information.

Other Neat Events

From time to time, we become aware of events
sponsored by other organizations that may interest
our members.  They are not Sierra Club outings but
are great fun nevertheless.  Here are a few:

June 14 & 15:  The 21
st
 Annual Gebhard Woods

Dulcimer Fest in Morris.  The concerts this year
feature a lot of new talent and big names.  There are
also workshops, raffles, dancing, vendors, and
parking lot pickin’ galore.  Even if you don’t feel like
biking there, be sure to make some time that
weekend for great music.  Go to www.gwdf.org for
more information.

June 15-21:  GITAP, or the Grand Illinois Trails and
Parks Tour, a bicycle tour of northern Illinois and its
trails, state parks, and back roads.  It’s a great way to
see some country and the big truck hauls your gear
while you ride!  Go to www.bikelib.org/gitap for more
information.

July 26/27 (tentative):  Chase the Moon for the
Conservation Foundation.  This is a fundraiser /
midnight bike ride through the Fermi Lab grounds.
This event looks like fun!  The website has not been
updated yet for 2008, but check out
w w w . c h a s e t h e m o o n . c o m  o r
www.theconservationfoundation.org as the date gets
closer.
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Letters to the Editor:

Letters on content within the Sauk-Calumet
newsletter should be sent to the editor at:

sc-editor@illinois.sierraclub.org

Please include your full name and
address, and reference the article on
which you are commenting.

Sauk-Calumet Program
Schedule

Meetings are held at 7:15 pm on the second

Wednesday of every month at the Park Forest Library

(Orchard and Lakewood Blvd.) with the exception of

July and August.  All meetings are free and open both

to Sierra Club members and to the public.

Apr. 9    Orland Grasslands

Volunteer Pat Hayes will tell us about the

exciting work being done to restore this large

tract of open space in Orland Park.

Volunteers are monitoring the site to survey

the bird, wildlife, and plant populations and

are collecting and planting native seeds with

the hopes of restoring the area as a prairie

similar to that which once covered most of

Illinois.

May 14    Tanzania

Professional wildlife photographer Todd

Gustafson will show slides of the beautiful

and endangered wildlife of Tanzania, where

he grew up and where he has returned many

times to lead photo safaris.

Jun. 11    Energy Efficiency

Jim Lamb of Middlefork Engineering will

speak on effective use of energy in our

homes and lives.  Jim will talk about ways of

reducing our individual carbon footprints

through conservation, the use of insulation,

solar energy, and more.  Jim will also be glad

to show off his energy efficient Toyota Prius

after the meeting.

Sauk-Calumet Group
People You Should Know

Steve Baker*    815-485-5273

Acting Chair / Outings

John Field*    630-852-8202

Treasurer / Web Site

Connie Heinrich*       815-476-6171

Secretary / Newsletter

Jerry Heinrich*    815-476-6171

Conservation, Co-chair (West),

Midewin Liaison

Georganne Higgins*    815-936-9040

Membership

Bernie Kopera*    708-403-5472

Political Education

Lois Lauer*    708-923-1550

Programs / Publicity

Paul Strand*    708-333-6474

Conservation Co-chair (East),

Programs

Sharon Rolek    773-646-0990

Conservation Liaison,

Calumet Region

Mike Rzepka    708-532-1419

River Watch Program

Rich Treptow    708-747-0649

Publications,

Liaison-Air & Water

*Denotes an elected member of the Executive Committee

Need Prairie Plants?

The Midewin Tallgrass Prairie Alliance is once
again having a spring prairie plant sale.  Although
the deadline for orders was March 18

th
, plants may

still be available after that date.   It is also
anticipated that additional plants will be offered for
sale on the day of plant pick-up at Midewin on May
31.
To check on availability, to see a plant list, or for
more information, please contact Jerry or Connie
Heinrich at 815-476-6171.
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Earth Day 2008

April 22 is Earth Day — events 
and activities all month long

For a full listing, visit:
http://illinois.sierraclub.org

Going Greener In Your Yard
Thursday,  April 24  •  7:00 - 9:00 p.m. 

North Park Villlage, Administration Building Meeting Hall
5801 N. Pulaski Road Chicago  

Harness rain for your garden, reduce 
runoff and make your yard more invit-

ing to butterfl ies, birds and amphibians. Learn 
how green roofs, rain barrels, porous pave-
ment, rain gardens, gravel grass, cisterns and 
bioswales can improve your garden and help 

the environment.
Marcus de la Fleur is 

a Registered Landscape Architect specializing in sus-
tainable landscaping. De la Fleur is an an engaging  
speaker with extensive experience in sustainable  
technology in Germany, Switzerland, England and 
the U.S.A. 

a Registered Landscape Architect specializing in sus-

John Rogner, US Fish 
and Wildlife Service, will 
introduce the lecture 
series: Nature In Your 
Neighborhood and discuss 
the rich natural heritage 
of the Chicago region.

In Partnership With Friends of the Forest Preserves

Going Greener.indd   1 3/4/08   3:57:43 PM

Web Designer wanted
We’re looking for volunteers to redesign and build 

the IL Chapter’s web site (illinois.sierraclub.org).  Its 
been eons since we updated the look and functional-
ity of our web site. 

An excellent opportunity to build your skills and 
resume.

Contact Douglas Chien at doug.chien@sierraclub.
org or (312) 251-1680 x2.


