Updated June 5th 2009

BACKGROUND: On May 21, the House Energy & Commerce Committee passed the latest version of the American Clean Energy & Security Act (ACES, Waxman-Markey). Numerous other committees, including Ways & Means, Agriculture, and Natural Resources have partial jurisdiction over the bill and could hold markups or otherwise suggest changes to the legislation.  House Speaker Nancy Pelosi has given these committees a final deadline of June 19, after which they will lose their partial jurisdiction.  The bill could come to the House floor as early as the week of June 22, but this could easily slip to the week of July 6th.  (Congress is in recess the week of June 29.) 

TALKING POINTS

· The Sierra Club applauds the House Energy & Commerce Committee for its historic vote to pass a comprehensive clean energy jobs plan.  We also commend Chairmen Waxman and Markey for their extraordinary leadership.  

· This vital piece of legislation puts the U.S. on the path to slash the carbon emissions that cause global warming 80 percent by 2050, a signal accomplishment necessary to preserve the planet for future generations.  It provides a sound framework for achieving its critical goals and includes several important provisions in addition to the strong long-term emissions reduction goal:

· Strong codes to dramatically increase the energy performance of our buildings

· Lighting and appliance efficiency program

· Significant funds to jumpstart the development of electric vehicles

· Funding for domestic adaptation 

· Significant funding to cut emissions by reducing international deforestation

· Performance standards for emissions sources not covered by the cap provisions of the bill

· Criteria to ensure offsets are high-quality

· Energy efficiency requirements for natural gas utilities 

· Limits on potent global warming pollutants other than carbon dioxide

Big Oil, Big Coal, and dirty power companies like Southern Company have already extracted significant concessions at the expense of clean energy, green jobs, and consumers.  We must prevent these defenders of the dirty energy status quo and their allies from weakening the bill when it comes to the House floor.  

Chairmen Waxman and Markey produced the strongest possible legislation they could in the Energy & Commerce Committee.  As this important clean energy jobs plan moves to the House floor, it needs to be strengthened in some key areas:
1. Drive a shift to in U.S. energy production toward cleaner, cheaper sources like wind and solar much more quickly than business as usual in order to ensure strong growth in the clean energy industries and clean energy jobs that are key to solving both our environmental and economic crises.

2. Prioritize significant investments in slashing energy waste in order to quickly, cheaply, and effectively cut emissions, rather than focusing on other unproven and expensive technologies.

3. Clean up dirty coal plants by allowing the Environmental Protection Agency to keep its existing power under the Clean Air Act

4. Make polluters pay for their carbon pollution in order to fund investments in clean energy jobs, clean energy; protect consumers, wildlife, and vulnerable communities; and promote clean energy jobs rather than rewarding Big Oil, Big Coal, and other polluters for bad business decisions and past pollution with billions in giveaways and bailouts.

