Shawnee Group Calendar

February 12 -Meeting-7:30PM
Climate Change: Adaptation
or Extinction?

February 15 - Hike
Cedar Wonders North
Meet at 9:00 AM

March 2 - ExCom Meeting
At 2117 Lindell, Murphysboro
2:00 PM

March 12 - Meeting - 7:30PM
New Horizons for Shawnee
Wilderness

March 15 (Sunday) Hike
Fountain Bluff River Trail

April 5 (Sunday) Hike - High
Knob Trail, Karber's Ridge IL

April 9- Meeting - 7:30 PM
Rain Gardens

April 18 (Saturday)- FAMILY
HIKE - Rocky Bluff Trail,
Crab Orchard NW Refuge

April 21 - John Muir's B'day
April 22 - Earth Day

May 2,3 - 1st Annual Shawnee
Energy Fest - Sat. 10AM-6PM,
Sunday Noon - 5 PM

May 4 (Monday) - HIKE
Happy Hollow Trail, Goreville

May14 - Dragonflies- 7:30 PM

Don't be a fossil fool!

Shawnee Trails~
March -May, 2009

Shawnee Group Sierra Club
Website: Illinois.sierraclub.org/Shawnee

Blog: shawneegroup.blogspot.com
Spring Programs

*Climate Change: Adaptation or Extinction? - Feb. 12th
*New Horizons for Shawnee Wilderness - March 12th
*A Rain Garden for Every Yard: How You Can Promote
Cleaner Waters and Less Flooding - April 9th, PLUS ...
Fund Raising Dinner at Applebee's
* Dragonflies - May 12th
Look inside for details on our programs - All start at 7:30 PM at the
Carbondale Township meeting room, 217 E. Main Street.

The Future of Carbondale Depends on You!
By Laurel Toussaint

The City of Carbondale has begun work on a new Comprehensive Plan that
will guide the development and growth of our community for the next
decade. A group of 14 citizens was appointed to the Comprehensive Plan
Committee by the mayor and approved by the City Council. There is no
representation from the environmental community on the Committee. The
Shawnee Group wrote to the mayor requesting representation from the
environmental community, but the request was denied.

The City has hired a private planning firm to assist in the preparation of the
Comprehensive Plan. These consultants are currently hosting a series of
focus groups to collect opinions and ideas on a variety of topics.

Laurel Toussaint volunteered to serve as the Shawnee Group’s
Environmental Issue Liaison to the City of Carbondale with the purpose of
observing and participating in this planning process. Although uninvited,
she participated in two focus groups and "observed" the first Comprehensive
Plan Committee meeting. It was apparent from these first meetings that
without our input many important issues will not be addressed or included in
the Plan.

Shawnee Group members and other Carbondale citizens have many
concerns (i.e., protection of natural areas and green space, energy and
transportation issues, sprawl, access to local food, etc.) that deserve to be
considered during this planning process, and we intend to present these
issues during these meetings and in email messages to the members of the
Comprehensive Plan Committee. If you have time to participate in the
community meetings or send emails to the committee members, please
contact Laurel.

Mark your calendars for March 26th 7:00 PM. A public meeting will be
held to solicit public input on the plan. It is tentatively scheduled at the
Middle School. It is important that we have a huge turnout from the
environmental community at that meeting.

Laurel Toussaint (618) 549-5163 or laureltous@hotmail.com




Shawnee group programs for spring, 2009

Save This Page or Put dates on your Calendar ~ Newsletters are Quarterly

All Shawnee Group Sierra Club meetings are being held at the Carbondale Township
Office meeting room at 217 E. Main St. in Carbondale. Park in lot off of Monroe St., just
west of Marion St. Use back door off of parking lot - look for the green door. You are all
invited to join Shawnee Group leaders and the speaker for the "Dinner Before the Meeting."
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Climate Change: Adaptation or Extinction?
Thursday, February 12, 2009, 7:30 PM

Sara Baer, Assistant Professor in the SIUC’s
Department of Plant Biology and Center for
Ecology, will give us insight into evidence of how
climate change is already affecting our web of life.

Biologists predict that we will lose at least 50% of
species on Earth by 2100. Loss of species is
being accelerated by climate change brought on
by global warming. What are the challenges that
face rapid adaptation and what will our planet look
like in a few decades? What plants and animals
will survive rapid changes in weather and habitat
brought on by global warming? What plants and
animals are already being pushed to the edge?
Join us and learn some answers to these
important questions.

Dinner before the meeting at The Great Wall,
next to University Mall in Carbondale, 5:45 PM.

New Horizons for Shawnee Wilderness
Thursday, March 12, 2009, 7:30 PM

Terri Treacy, Sierra Club field representative,
will present a program focusing on the Club’s
renewed campaign to protect three areas in the
Shawnee National Forest as Wilderness Areas. A
brief overview of Camp Hutchins, Ripple Hollow
and Burke Branch will examine the benefits of
Wilderness protection as well as the threats each
area faces without it. Wilderness protection is a
strategic process that requires a collective and
coordinated contribution of work and spirit. We'll
discuss the strategy the campaign has devised for
accomplishing the task and the various
opportunities available for getting involved.
Dinner Before the Meeting at Kaya Japanese
Restaurant, 817 S. lllinois Ave. in Carbondale,
5:30 PM

A Rain Garden For Every Yard: How You Can
Promote Cleaner Waters and Less Flooding
Thursday, April 9th, 7:30 PM

Stacy James is a Water Resources Scientist
with Prairie Rivers Network (PRN). Her
presentation describes what rain gardens are,
plus their role in capturing rain, while keeping
streams and communities safe from flooding,
erosion, sedimentation and pollution. Stacey will
also explain how rain gardens can be constructed
and maintained. Free handouts include a rain
garden brochure, a native plant list, and website
links. Attendees will leave the presentation with
enough knowledge and resources to construct
their own rain gardens.

Prairie Rivers Network is lllinois’ statewide river
conservation organization. PRN helps individuals
and community groups become effective river
conservation leaders. We can all help in this effort
by building rain gardens in our own yards.

Applebee's Fund Raising Dinner
April 9th at 5:30 - before the meeting-

Just west of University Mall in Carbondale. Call
Barb at 618-529-4824 or Email babitaji@aol.com
and get a fund-raising coupon in the mail to help
raise $$ for Shawnee Group at No Extra Cost to
You!! Just by coming to Applebees for dinner (or
lunch) on April 9th.

Dragonflies: Ornate Predators
Thursday, May 14, 7:30 PM

John Schwegman, former head of the IDNR
Natural Heritage Division, and avid biologist,
has used his camera to capture the variety and
beauty of dragonflies found in Southern lllinois.
Come and learn a greater appreciation for these
voracious predators that help keep mosquitoes
and other insects under control. Dinner before
the Meeting at The Great Wall, East of University
Mall at 5:45 PM.




SHAWNEE GROUP OUTINGS- Spring, 2009

Feb. 15 (Sunday) Cedar Wonders North Trail,
Simpson, IL. - HIKE - Intermediate

Carpool from Murdale Shopping Center large sign
in Carbondale at 9 AM or far NE corner of Sam's
Club parking lot in Marion at 9:30 AM. This 5.5
mile round trip in Shawnee National Forest will
provide a continuous view of cliffs as we hike
along their base. We also pass a shelter bluff
waterfall, tunnel, rock formations, and a natural
bridge. Learn how natural bridges are formed.
Call Bob Tyson at 618-684-5643. A trail
description is available at
http://shawneegroup.blogspot.com

March 15 (Sunday) Fountain Bluff River Trail,

Gorham, IL - HIKE- Beginner

Meet at 1 PM at the Murphysboro Ranger Station.
This trail provides views of a long steep cliffline,
bayous, and the Mississippi River. Distance is 3
miles total. Fragmentation between private and
public land will be discussed. Call Bob Tyson at
618-684-5643. More info. on Fountain Bluff and
nearby Tyson Canyon is at
http://shawneegroup.blogspot.com

April 5 (Sunday) High Knob Trail, Karber's
Ridge.lL - HIKE - Beginner

Meet at 9 AM at Murdale Shopping Center large
sign in Carbondale at 9 AM or far NE corner of
Sam's Club parking lot in Marion at 9:30 AM.
This 2 mile loop trail in Shawnee National Forest
takes us along the base of a cliff line with rock
formations and slot canyons. If time and energy
permits, we may also explore Hurricane Bluff.
We will discuss past recreation fees proposals.
This date is subject to change, so call Bob Tyson
at 618-684-5643. Also see
http://shawneegroup.blogspot.com for more info
on this trail.

April 18(Sat.) - FAMILY HIKE - Rocky Bluff
Trail at Crab Orchard Refuge - Meet at 9:00
AM at Carbondale Kroger next to Kroger Gas
Station off of Giant City Rd. in Carbondale.

Led by Shelby & Joe Schafer. Please RSVP or
for more info, call Shelby at (618) 303-1984.
Family hikes are suitable for all ages, and are at a
beginner level.

May 4 (Monday) Happy Hollow Trail,
Goreville, IL - HIKE - Intermediate

Meet at 9 AM at Murdale Shopping Center large
sign in Carbondale at 9 AM or far NE corner of
Sam's Club parking lot in Marion at 9:30 AM.
This 5 mile loop rim trail is located on the west
edge of Fern Clyffe State Park and will take us
past a large natural bridge, shelter bluffs, clifflines
and distant views. Learn the historic background
of this park, as well as how natural bridges are
formed. Call Bob Tyson at 618-684-5643. A
picture of the natural bridge is at:
http://www.naturalarches.org/db/arches/illinois.ht
m (3rd photo).

February 14. East Missouri Sierra Club Hike
at Hawn State Park ( about 70 miles from us).
"explore hidden waterfalls, canyons, and glades".
Outing is rugged. Contact Bob Gestell 636-296-
8975

Mid-week Hikes by ""'subscription"

Until a couple years ago,l scheduled a bi-monthly
hike during the week That attendance diminished
and was no longer worthwhile. During recent
discussions, I am advised that things may have
changed. Therefore, I want people to call me and
state what day(s) of the workweek they are
available. IfI find at least 5 people agree on any
one day of the week, I will schedule an outing,
giving a one week notice. I have identified 14
trails that are relatively short in duration on level
grade. This would be in addition to our regular
Sunday hikes. Contact Bob Tyson at 684-5643.

ADVENTURES WITH UNCLE BOB

Since the last newsletter, the following trails are
featured for self-adventure: Indian Bluff Trail,
Blue Hole Trail, and East Trigg Trailhead. Go to
http://shawneegroup.blogspot.com and scroll the
index on the right side. Hit the "subscribe" button
to be notified when new items are posted.

Our website for other featured trails is at:
http://illinois.sierraclub.org/shawnee/unclebob/adv
entures.htm. Between both sites, we have about
70 trails.




Shawnee Energy Fest - May 2nd & 3rd. 2009
Green Retreat - South of Murhpvsboro
(Chautauqua Rd., by Rt. 127)

This energy and home improvement fair will
showcase local resources (businesses,
organizations, networks) that can be utilized to
decrease our dependence on nonrenewable
energy sources. The theme is: "Ease your
conscience locally by promoting sustainability-
focused businesses and organizations." There
will be more than 30 workshops, including
sessions on energy efficiency and renewable
energy for your home. We hope to save you
money, reduce our region’s use of fossil fuels,
and boost the local economy.

In addition to educational workshops and vendor
showcases, the weekend will feature speakers,
tours of the Green Retreat, music, food, a kid’s
tent and a whole lot more! The cost of the event
is $7 per day or $10 for the entire weekend.
Tickets will be available for purchase on the
website.

Parking will be nearby, with a shuttle provided
to the venue. Several wineries and natural areas
in the area can round out your day or weekend.
The Energy Fest hours will be Saturday, 10 AM-
6PM and Sunday, 10AM- 5 PM.

For more information for reserving space for a
commercial information booth, to conduct a
workshop or for general information, contact
Amy at amyp@aessolar.com

National Environmental Protection Act Rescued

Senator John Barrasso's (R-WY) amendment that
would have essentially waived the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) review for
projects funded in the economic stimulus bill was
defeated.

Instead, the Senate passed an amendment introduced
by Senator Barbara Boxer (D-CA), Chairperson of
the Environment and Public Works Committee,that
would maintain NEPA for projects funded in the
stimulus bill. The Boxer amendment also requires
reporting to Congress every 90 days about the NEPA
reviews of the projects funded under the stimulus.

Illinois Chapter Issues Training for Lobbying

Once again, we need to gear up for lobbying our
state and national representatives and senators.
To make sure all Sierra Club members lobbying
on behalf of the Club are educated on our state
and national priority issues, the Illinois Chapter
is holding an issues training on Saturday,
February 28th (10 AM - 4 PM). It will be held at
the Chapter office, 70 E. Lake St., in Chicago.
Barb McKasson, our Group Chair, will be going
up to Chicago on Feb. 27th on the train. Please
contact Barb if you are interested in the training:
babitaji@aol.com or 618-529-4824.

The lobbying will take place in Springfield and
at the local offices of our state and congressional
representatives and senators.

Environmental L.obby Day is March 18!!!

On March 18th, environmental organizations
from across the state will come together in
Springfield to encourage legislators to pass
critical environmental legislation moving
through the legislature. In order to advance the
environmental movement in Illinois, it’s
essential that citizens become engaged in the
legislative process and make their opinions and
concerns clear to those who have been elected to
represent them. Illinois Chapter Sierra Club
invites you to be a part of this lobby day. If you
are interested, contact Linda Sullivan at
Isullivan23@hotmail.com or 630-620-5257 OR
Cory Jones at cory.jones@high-techpartners.com
or 773-463-4072.

Food choices that Reduce Global Warming...
and save $$$

You can stretch your budget and significantly reduce
your contribution to global warming by eating less
meat and dairy. Meat generally costs more per pound
than other protein sources such as beans. Livestock
production is more resource-intensive: it takes three
pounds of grain to produce one pound of chicken,
and 7 to 10 pounds of grain to produce one pound of
beef. As a result, it generates more heat-trapping
emissions (including nitrous oxide from grain
production and methane released by cows and other
ruminants) than plant-based foods grown specifically
for human consumption. So, try to eat one or two
more meals a week without meat (especially beef).



New Illinois Natural Areas Inventory Update:
Seeking Information

A comprehensive, statewide effort known as the
Illinois Natural Areas Inventory (INAI) Update is
underway to find the highest quality unprotected land
remaining in Illinois.

The most up-to-date data and technology is
being employed to screen the entire state to find new
natural areas. However, some natural communities
can evade even the best research techniques,
particularly small communities like glades, seeps,
and springs.

Do you know about a special piece of land
representative of the natural character of Illinois
landscapes? The INAI Update team is looking for
natural communities ranging from forests and
flatwoods to prairie remnants and glade openings to
seeps and marshes.

Both public and private land are being
considered for this project and all landowners will be
contacted in advance for permission to access their
property. We ask for cooperation and understanding
from all citizens in this momentous effort to
document the biological heritage of Illinois.

If you have any information that can be
used to locate potential natural areas across the
state, and particularly in Southern Illinois, please
contact Chris Benda, the Regional Ecologist for
the southern 15 counties, at
chris.benda@appliedeco.com or (630) 202-6305.

EWG's Green Lightbulb Guide

We know you know that compact fluorescent bulbs
conserve energy and reduce greenhouse gas
emissions from coal-fired electric power plants. We
also know you've made a New Year's resolution to
slash your household utility bills. So, any day now,
you'll find yourself in the hardware store, staring at a
vast display of CFLs - most of which don't live up to
their hype. That's why you need to know that not all
CFL bulbs are equal.

Because the government hasn't done the job,
Environmental Working Group studied CFLs in
depth and published a detailed report called "Lighten
Up in '09" pinpointing a few good bulbs that contain
a fraction of the toxic mercury in most CFLs and last
up to 2 to 3 times as long. Go to this web page for
the report: http:// www.ewg.org/greenlightbulbs You
can print their buying guide.

Help us make sure all CFLs are as low in mercury

(CFL lightbuls continued)

content and as long-lived as they could be. Our
research has convinced us that the Energy Star
program has faltered and needs to be reinvigorated by
the new administration. We thought you might agree.

Get involved by using the drafted sample letter on the
EWG website and send it to the program's managers
urging them to take steps to restore Energy Star as a
leader in energy-conserving innovation. Help us
spread the word.

Recreation Areas and Trails Closed in
Shawnee National Forest - F.S. Memo
Currently all the recreation areas in the Hidden
Springs Division of SNF (East side) areas are closed.
There could be dangerous situations that we need to
address before allowing the public into the areas.
The recreation areas have been impacted by the ice
storm with fallen trees, new hazard trees with widow
makers, and many fallen branches throughout the
areas. This process could take weeks, or longer.
Forest Service personnel are working hard to clear
the trails, roads, and recreation arcas. We welcome
the input from the public on trail and road conditions.

Forest Service- Spring Service Qutings

Shawnee National Forest Mississippi Bluffs District
announced their spring service outings. These events
combine both work and a skill learning
experience. Call 687-1731 to volunteer for any of
these dates. It would be great to have more Sierra
Club members helping on this.

March 9-13 spring break trail work. 8:30-4pm/day
March 14 noon to 4PM basic trail tread construction.
March 28 9-1PM construct trail using natural
materials.

April 4 noon to 4PM combination of the above.

TRAIL UPDATES
By Bob Tyson

As you may know, the Fountain Bluff River Trail
on the old rail bed has a gate across the trail-no
trespassing. Subsequent contact with the absentee owners
has provided me with written permission to conduct group
hikes on the trail.

In cooperation with the River to River Trail
Society, Bob Tyson has published an article and picture of
Cedar Wonders natural arch on the website of the Natural
Arches Society. go to:
http://www.naturalarches.org/db/arches/illinois.htm.
There are 6 arches pictured for Illinois. To view arches for
other states, just replace Illinois in the URL with the state
you want.




ALERT! 2009 Is the Critical Year
For Cache River Wetlands! PLEASE HELP!!
By Barbara McKasson
The chance to restore a functioning ecosystem on an
entire major watershed is hanging in the balance.
This is an internationally recognized wetlands area,
with 91% of our state's forested wetlands

The importance of the Cache River Wetlands

A canoe trip through the Cache River swamps is like an
adventure in the great Okefenokee Swamp or the
Florida Everglades. In fact, the Cache River Wetlands
Area, located in the southernmost tip of Illinois, is on a
par with those other wetlands, and has been designated
as an internationally valuable wetland by the United
Nations Ramsar Convention. There are only twenty-
four such sites in the United States.

As a testament to the Cache watershed's statewide
significance, it holds 60 Illinois Natural Area Inventory
sites, and eight dedicated Illinois Nature Preserves. The
Cache River Wetlands also shelters 91 percent of the
state's high-quality forested swamp, and more than 100
species listed as threatened or endangered in Illinois.

A large part of the land was logged, and in 1915 was
drained by a canal. That canal directs much of the water
from the upper Cache River into the Ohio River, instead
of flowing down into the Lower Cache River. In spite of
past efforts to drain much of the land for farming,
government and volunteer projects have restored much
of the previously drained land.

It is really unusual to have the opportunity to preserve
an entire healthy watershed. This is a rare opportunity.
However, it could escape our grasp like a slippery green
frog if we do not act quickly. Fortunately, the Joint
Venture Partnership, including the Illinois Department
of Natural Resources (IDNR), U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, The Nature Conservancy, Ducks Unlimited and
the Natural Resources Conservation Service, have been
working for almost two decades to restore and protect
this living jewel. These agencies and organizations now
hold nearly 35,000 acres in conservation ownership, and
further protect 13,500 acres through easements on
restored private lands. An important part of the
restoration plan calls for directing more of the water
from the Upper Cache into the Lower Cache/
Buttonland Swamp.

The Threat to the Cache Wetlands

Part of the restoration of the area involves water control
structures that prevent excessive erosion and
sedimentation. The health of the lower half of the
watershed, called Buttonland Swamp, is especially
dependent on these structures. In the process of
draining land for farming, people have messed up some

of the natural hydrology of these wetlands. Thus, the
water control structures are also needed to protect the
Buttonland Swamp from an unnaturally long drought in
the summer.

Buttonland Swamp was threatened in 2008, when a
water control structure was purposely bulldozed by Big
Creek Drainage District #2. The IDNR has sued to
prevent the drainage district from destroying the
structure again. If that happens again, it could be a
huge setback for the restoration of Buttonland Swamp.
Many native plants would die, and non-native invasive
plants would take over.

Big Creek Drainage District has now proposed to dig a
ditch through Limekiln Slough, which would further
threaten the restoration of the Cache Watershed.
Consequently, the IDNR is bringing another suit to stop
this action. It is clear that the Big Creek Drainage
District has suddenly been influenced by forces opposed
to the restoration, after years of cooperating with the
agencies that are working to restore the watershed.

We have the opportunity to preserve a reasonably
intact entire watershed - if only we show our support
and urge elected officials to help make the final push
to preserve the entire Cache River watershed.
Decades of hard work and over $100 million dollars
have been spent on this project. Much of that effort
could now go down the drainage ditch if we do not
act NOW! The next two years are critical!

What you can do:

1) Call or write your State Representative and Senator
to: Vote YES on the $3.5 million appropriation in the
capital bill for water structures and management of the
Cache River Wetlands Project

See contact information (over)

2) Join "Friends of the Cache River Watershed"
(FOCRW) to give them more political backing to lobby
and support the project. Just fill out the form in this
newsletter and mail it to the Wetlands Center with a $10
check made out to FOCRW. See form (over)

3) Call Barb McKasson (618) 529-4824 or
babitaji@aol.com or Laurel Toussaint (618) 549-5163
or <laureltous@hotmail.com> to find out how you can
help even more.

4) Visit the Barhausen/ CacheWetlands Center. Sign
up for outings in the Cache. Bike the Tunnel Hill Trail,
spend some time wildlife watching, or canoe through
the swamp.

Call Barb for further information. 529-4824



Cache River Wetlands (Continued) Contact information for your state legislators
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Rep. Mike Bost (Dist. 115) (618) 457 5787; 300 E. Main St., Carbondale,IL 62901
Spgfild (217) 782-0387; 202 N. Stratton, Springfield, IL 62706 Email: mikebost@midwestmail.com

Rep. Dan Reitz (Dist. 116) (618) 443-5757; 128 A West Main St., Sparta, IL 62286
Spefild (217) 782-1018; 200-9S Stratton, Springfield, IL 62706_Email: <repreitz @egyptian.net>

Senator Dave Luechtefeld (Dist. 58) (618) 243-9014; 700N. Front St., P.O. Box 517, Okawville, IL 62271;
Spgfld (217) 782-8137; 103B Statehouse, Springfield, 62706 Email: sendavel@midwest.net

Rep. John Bradley (Dist.117) (618)997-9697; 501 W. DeYoung St., Suite 5, Marion, IL 62959;
Spefld (217) 782-1051; 265-S Stratton, Springfield, IL 62706 Email: repjohnbradley@mychoice.net

Rep. Brandon Phelps (Dist. 118) (618) 253-4189; 2 N. Vine St. 5th Floor, Harrisburg, IL 62946;
Spefld (217) 782-5131; 275-S Stratton, Springfield, IL62706 Email: BPhelps@yourclearwave.com

Senator Gary Forby (Dist. 59) (618) 439-2504; 903 W. Washington St., Ste. 5, Benton, IL 62812;
Spgfld (217) 782-5509; 417 Statehouse, Springfield, IL 62706 Email: senatorforby@senatedem.ilga.gov

Rep. David Reis (Dist. 108) (618) 392-0108; 219 E. Main St., P.O.Box 189, Olney, IL 62450;
Spgfld (217) 782-2087; 228-N Stratton, Springfield, IL 62706 Email: david@davidreis.org

Senator John O. Jones (Dist 54) (618) 242-9511; 2929 Broadway St., Ste.5, Mt. Vernon, IL 62864;
Spefld (217) 782-0471; 103D Statehouse, Springfiled, IL 62706 Email: johnojones@sbcglobal.net
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Yes! I want to join the Friends of the Cache River Watershed!

Name Address
City, State, Zip
Phone Email

Mail along with $10 check to "Friends of the Cache River Watershed" to: Cache River Wetlands Center, 8885
State Route 37 South, Cypress, IL, 62923
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National Sierra Club Election Coming This Spring - PLEASE VOTE - IT'S EASY!

Sierra Club members will soon receive a national Sierra Club ballot in the mail (or by Internet if you chose the
electronic delivery option). This will include information on the candidates.

The Sierra Club is a democratically structured organization at all levels. The Club requires the regular flow of views on
policy and priorities from its grassroots membership in order to function well. Your Board of Directors is required to
stand for election by the membership. This Board sets Club policy and budgets at the national level and works closely
with the Executive Director and staff to operate the Club. Veting for candidates who express your views on how the
Club should grow and change is both a privilege and responsibility of membership.

To learn more about the candidates, visit the Club's election website: http://www.sierraclub.org/bod/2009¢lection. This
site provides links to additional information about candidates, and their views on a variety of issues facing the Club and
the environment.

Even if you receive your election materials by mail, please go to the user-friendly Internet voting site to save time and
postage. If you prefer the hard copy ballot, you will find the paper ballot(s) easy to understand, easy to mark and to mail.



ALERT! 2009 Is the Critical Year
For Cache River Wetlands! PLEASE HELP!!
**The chance to restore a functioning ecosystem on an entire major watershed is hanging in the balance. This is
an internationally recognized (Ramsar Convention) wetlands area, with 91% of our state's forested wetlands**

Mysterious, primordial, and amazing are words that come to mind when I walk the trail through the Heron Pond National
Natural Landmark. Woodpeckers fly from one huge bald cypress tree to another in the swamp.

When I go down to the Cache River Wetlands at night for the Frog and Toad Survey, the chorus of many species of frogs
can sometimes be almost deafening. At the bridge over the Cache River on Longreach Road, the beavers object to our
being there by slapping their tails on the water. By Section 8 Woods, we can hear the rare sound of the state endangered
bird voiced tree frog or see a family of barred owls take off for a night of hunting.

If you are near one of the heron rookeries at dusk, the squabbling over roosting places can sound like wild pigs fighting to
the death - or worse. You might even be lucky enough to see a flock of wood storks landing on a pond. In other words, if
you take a trip down to the Cache River Wetlands, you are likely to see a thriving abundance of wildlife.

But now, the Cache River Watershed restoration is threatened!

Look inside for the full Cache River Wetlands ALERT - Learn why the preservation of the Cache River
Watershed is threatened - AND HOW YOU CAN HELP!!
Also inside- All of Shawnee Group Sierra Club programs & outings for spring, plus
The latest news on the Carbondale Master Plan, and important announcements.

Shawnee Group Executive Committee/Leaders

Group Chair/Conservation Barb McKasson babitaji@aol.com 618-529-4824
Vice Chair/Treasurer/membership Cindy Matthews ¢jm800@hotmail.com 618-942-2387
Outings Bob Tyson robkay43@verizon.net 618-684-5643
Secretary Peggy Hayes psyprotect@aol.com 618-684-6567
Programs/Publicity Joanne Evans joannesnave@gmail.com 618-684-3760
Conservation Co-chair Tim Werner drapersbluff@earthlink.net 618-995-2959
Newsletter Editor VACANT

"Rustle the Leaf" comics characters courtesy of Go Natur'L Studios, LLC, 2005. The "Rustle the Leaf Comics" properties copyright and trademark
of Go Natur'L Studios, LLC. All Rights Reserved.
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