Shawnee Group Calendar

August 22-7PM - PBS Global
Warming Film & Discussion

August 24 - Beach Party
Picnic - 3 PM to dark- Spring
Arbor Beach, Carbondale

September 5- 7 PM-Aur Beck-
slide show on global warming

September 11 -7:30 PM
Meeting - Were There
Dinosaurs in llinois?

September 12- 7 PM-Kilowatt
Ours - Film & Discussion

September 14 - 12:30 PM
Family Outing -Plumb’s Farm

September 16 - 6:00-9:00 PM
Climate Change Forum

September 20-Household
Hazardous Waste Collection

October 9- 7:30 PM Meeting
The Wildlife & Beauty of
Campus Lake

October 5 -9AM - Lusk Creek
Wilderness Hike

October 10-12 - Shawnee
Trash Bash & Camping

October 25 - 9:30AM Family
Hike- Pomona Natural Bridge

November 13-7:30PM-
Meeting- Restless Rivers

November 16- 12:30PM-Hike
Hamburg Hill Trail

December 11-7:30PM-Meeting
Cache River Restoration

Shawnee Trails~
Fall, 2008

Shawnee Group Sierra Club

Explore, Enjoy & Protect the Planet
Website: lllinois.sierraclub.org/Shawnee
Blog: shawneegroup.blogspot.com

ANNUAL BEACH PARTY AT SPRING ARBOR LAKE
SUNDAY, AUGUST 24TH, 3 PM to dark
POTLUCK PICNIC, SWIMMING, BOATING
WE PROVIDE THE MEAT & SOME BEVERAGES

You bring the family, folding chairs, and a dish to pass, your favorite
beverage (and your own table ware if you want to conserve natural
resources). Depending on your idea of fun, bring sand toys, kayaks,
beach balls, Frisbee. One kayak and one canoe will be available.

Don Lawrence, our host, is reserving the beach area for Shawnee
Group, and also will give pontoon boat rides. We will eat around 5-6
PM, and keep the fun going until dark. We will set up a tarp for
shade. The cool drinks, cool water and "cool" company will keep us
comfortable.

Directions: From Rt. 13 in Carbondale at stoplight, turn South onto
Giant City Rd. Drive about 6 miles to Spring Arbor Drive on the
right. Stay on Spring Arbor Drive to where it ends at the beach. Park
along the curb, across from the beach.

Questions? Contact Barb at (618) 529-4824. babitaji@aol.com or
Don at (618) 457-8989, Donald.lawrence@mchsi.org

Fall Programs~ September - December, 2008

All programs are held at 7:30 PM 1n the back meeting room at the
Carbondale Township Office at 217 East Main St. in Carbondale.
Parking lot is behind the building, and is best accessed from Monroe
St., just West of Marion St. and the first street south of Main St.
Enter the meeting room through the green door off of the parking lot.

* September ~ Were There Dinosaurs in Illinois? - Joe Devera

* October~ Photographing the Wildlife and Beauty of Campus Lake
with Al Parr

* November ~ Restless Rivers: Mississippi and Missouri
Meanderings with Bob Gill

* December ~ The Cache Wetlands: Progress in Restoration- with
Molie Oliver

**See Program Page (page 2) for Details on the programs and the
Dinners Before the Meetings***



Shawnee Group Sierra Club
Programs ~ September - December,

2008 Save This Page or
Put dates on your Calendar ~
Newsletters are no longer monthly.

Were There Dinosaurs in lllinois?
Thursday, September 11, 2008, 7:30 PM

Joe Devera, a geologist with the lllinois State
Geological Survey, will give us an illustrated answer
to this question through his slide show and fossils.

Joe is a field geologist and makes geologic maps
which are used to promote “smart growth” and locate
natural resources, faults and geologic hazards. He
teaches part-time in the Department of Geology at
SIU-C. He has taught classes in mineralogy, physical
geology, paleontology and a class on the dinosaurs
of Utah and Colorado.

Dinner before the meeting with the speaker at 5:30
PM at Applebees in Carbondale

Photographing the Wildlife and Beauty of

Campus Lake
Thursday, October 9, 2008, 7:30 PM

Al Parr has spent several years photographing the
scenery and wildlife around Campus Lake. He has
photographs from every season. You will be amazed
at the wildlife and beauty that is right on our doorstep
in Carbondale. Al will also give us some tips on
nature photography.

Dinner before the meeting with the speaker at 5:30
PM at Panera in Carbondale

All Shawnee Group Sierra Club meetings are
being held at the Carbondale Township
Office meeting room at 217 E. Main St. in
Carbondale. Use back door off of parking
lot, off of Monroe St.
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Restless Rivers: Mississippi and Missouri

Meanderings
Thursday, November 13, 2008, 7:30 PM

Bob Gill's program is a multimedia presentation that
gives an overview of the largest river system in the
U.S. The program explores the history, geography
and enrivronmental quality of these two rivers
through maps, satellite photos, and photographs.
This is a very timely program, since Sierra Club and
other groups have started studying the sources of the
pollution of the Mississippi, of the "dead zone" in the
Gulf of Mexico, and the causes of the erosion of the
Mississippi Delta.

Bob Gill is Instructional Media Manager at St. Charles
Community College in St. Peters, MO. Bob is also a
teacher and an independent video producer. He has
won several awards for his videos.

Dinner before the meeting with the speaker at 5:30
PM at Mi Pueblito, 100 N. Glenview Drive,
Carbondale.

The Cache Wetlands: Progress in Restoration
Thursday, December 11, 2008, 7:30 PM

Already an internationally recognized wetland, the
Cache River area in Southern lllinois is being slowly
restored to health "swamp by swamp." Meanwhile,
broken dams, floods and droughts constantly provide
challenges to the many people, agencies and
organizations working to restore this important wildlife
area. If you are not familiar with the Cache, then be
prepared to be enchanted by the primal swamps,
wildlife and ancient trees found in this area.

Molie Oliver, Natural Resource Coordinator at Cache
River State Natural Area for three years, has worked
for I.D.N.R. for 14 years. She will update us on the
progress at the Cache and also let us know about all
of the improvements and events at the Barkhausen
Wetlands Center. Dinner before the meeting at
Golden Corral, East of Carbondale, on Rt. 13.

Global Warming Committee Needs You!

Our global warming committee has been busy
helping to plan a Climate Change Forum on
September 16th, an Energy Film Fest, and working
with officials to help people in the Carbondale area
decrease our "carbon footprint."

We could make even more of an impact with your
help! Please call Barb at (618) 529-4824 to find out
how you can help.
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Save this page or put on your calendar. There is NO MONTHLY reminder.

On May 17th, new outings leaders,
Joe and Shelby Schafer enjoyed
leading several families on Shawnee
Group's first family hike at Cache
River Wetlands/Heron Pond
boardwalk. Shelby and Joe will be
leading hikes suitable for small
children. Just look for "Family Hike" or
"Family Outing" in the title. All ages
are welcome on these outings.

Family OQuting at Plumb's Farm in Lick Creek- Sunday, September 14

All ages are welcome on this social event at a member's farm. We will "tour" a restored prairie and a
wetland plot. We may also visit a nearby cave on private land. Wear long pants. Meet at Murdale
Shopping Center sign in Carbondale at 12:30 PM or at the Old Wal-Mart parking lot at 1:00 PM. Call
Bob Tyson at (618) 684-5643 or Shelby Seegers-Schafer at (618) 529-5760.

Lusk Creek Wilderness - New Trail! Sunday, October 5

This new Forest Service trail includes Natural Bridge, Saltpeter Cave, and scenic cliff lines. Easy to
moderate level - 3.5 miles round trip. Learn more about the value of wilderness areas. Meet at 9 AM at
Murdale Shopping Center sign in Carbondale or old Wal-Mart parking lot in Marion at 9:30 AM. Must
call Bob Tyson at (618) 684-5643. Trip is limited to 10 hikers. A trail description is online at
http://shawneegroup.blogspot.com

Family Hike: Pomona Natural Bridge- Saturday, October 25th -

Beginner level. Meet at Murdale parking lot at the large sign at 9:30am. Bring sack lunch with beverage
for picnic in natural bridge area. Call Shelby or Joe Schafer for further information at (618) 529-5760.
All ages welcome. Suitable for small children and older adults.

Hamburg Hill Trail, Reynoldsville, IL. - Sunday, November 16

This trail runs between a major wetland and a long cliff line. Expect to spend about 2 hours exploring
this area. Common interests between Sierra Club and Ducks Unlimited will be noted. Meet at the
Murphysboro Ranger Station at 12:30 PM or at the Jonesboro square gas station at 1:00 PM. Call leader
Bob Tyson at 68405643 to sign up. Trip is limited to 10 hikers. A trail description is available at
http://shawneegroup.blogspot.com

Rice Hollow Trail, Karber Ridge, IL - Sunday, December 14

This 1.5 mile canyon trail includes rock formations, shelter bluffs, and two cliff lines converging to a
narrow point. As time permits, we may visit two natural bridges. Trail erosion due to horse traffic in
damp soil conditions will be noted. Meet at 9 AM at Murdale Shopping Center sign in Carbondale or old
Wal-Mart parking lot in Marion at 9:30 AM. Call leader Bob Tyson (618) 684-5643 to sign up. Trip is
limited to 10 hikers. Trail description is online at http://shawneegroup.blogspot.com
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Shawnee Trash Bash - Weekend Service and Camping Trip - October 10-12

Northwest Cook Group's annual event in Shawnee Forest. This year the group will be car camping at
Warbluff Sanctuary, a 500 acre nature preserve in Pope County, near Golconda, IL. This is a very scenic
spot in the hills near the Ohio River. We gather on Friday night. Saturday morning, we depart for nearby
cleanup sites in the Shawnee National Forest. In the late afternoon and evening, there is time for self-
guided hikes around the sanctuary. Saturday night, we have a cook-out and campfire. Sunday, we have
the option of further cleanup or day hiking in Shawnee Forest prior to our departure. NOTE: There is a
$25 cost for a camping fee and 4 meals - such a deal! This is a beginner level 2 trip. To sign up, call
(847) 390-8386, or Email Tom Borchard at: tfborchard23@hotmail.com

SERVICE OUTINGS

Shawnee National Forest Mississippi Bluffs District has announced their fall workdays. Besides doing
trail work, volunteers will also be participating in trail clinics on those days. Call Forest Service in
Murphysboro at 687-1731 to volunteer. Car pool from the Murphysboro ranger station; 9AM- 1 PM each
day. Tools furnished, bring gloves, and appropriate footwear.

Sept 27- basic trail tread construction

Oct 4- work with pack stock to haul gravel.

Oct 25- grade dips, layout, and design.

Nov 8- construct trails with natural materials.

Nov 22- rehabbing hand tools.

ADOPT-A-TRAILHEAD PROJECT VOLUNTEERS: TIMESHEETS

This is a reminder that your timesheets are due Sept 15 and to be sent to the Murphysboro ranger station.
Hopefully, you have kept track of your time during the fiscal year. The volunteer hours are considered as
in-kind contributions toward increasing the Forest Service budget. Any questions, contact Bob Tyson
684-5643 or Jennifer Sublett at the Murphysboro Ranger Station at (618) 687-1731.

TRAIL UPDATES

1. "Self-adventures With Uncle Bob"- Subsequent to our last newsletter, the following trails are
featured on our blogsite ( http://shawneegroup.blogspot.com): Rice Hollow, Fountain Bluff update, and
Cedar Wonders North. Be sure to click the "subscribe" button to be notified when a new item is posted.
You will NOT be inundated with emails. Our new webmaster, Rob Gallegly, has been able to recapture 9
"Trails for Self-Adventure" and place them on the grid on our website at
http://illinoi.sierraclub.org/shawnee/unclebob/adventures.htm. He has also restored the links to other
states. To view those Sierra Club outings: go to our homepage and click outings. Thank you Rob!

2. Here is an update from Shawnee National Forest and other entities:

- Limekiln Trail at the Cache River area will become a 5 mile loop by late fall.
- Drapers Bluff now prohibits groups and group leaders from its area
- Little Grand Canyon is still flooded as as of July 15
- Horse Creek Trail. The road to the trail still has a landslide.
- Pine Hills campground road still has landslide.
- Little Cedar Loop trail fallen trees removed from trail
- Kinkaid Lake trail. new markers, fallen trees removed from trail
- Panther's Den. started trail repairs in July.
- Godwin Trail. working on reducing steep sections above and west of Hutchins Creek
- Bald Knob/Clear Springs. work completed on the following trails: Rambarger, Lost Trail to Cross, King
Hollow, Clear Springs trail, Hutchins Creek trail, Springhouse trail, Lead Mine trail, R-R east of Hutchins
Creek.



Energy Film Fest

Three Fridays at 7 PM - Longbranch Coffee
House, 100 E. Jackson, Carbondale

Join us for a film/ discussion
along with the latest energy
saving (and $$$ saving)
information. Longbranch
will be serving a Friday night
special menu before each
film, so please join us for
dinner or just coffee prior to
the movies and discussion.

August 22 - Global Warming: The Signs
and the Science - a one hour PBS special that
takes you across America to see how climate
change is already affecting people in our
country. Also, hear scientists on the cutting
edge of climate change talking about their
research.

September 5 - Aur Beck, owner of Advanced
Energy Solutions, will be presenting an
updated version of Al Gore’s Inconvenient
Truth slideshow, plus giving information on
energy efficiency and solar energy products.

September 12 - Kilowatt Ours - updated
version of this award winning film. You will
learn the true cost of our electricity usage and
new, hopeful developments in energy. This
film will teach you how to save hundreds of
dollars every year on your electric bill.

Each presentation or movie will be followed by
a community discussion on energy usage and
global warming. The film fest is sponsored by
Shawnee Group Sierra Club, the League of
WomenVoters of Jackson County ,Southern
[linois Chapter UN Association of USA and
SIUC Student Environmental Center
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Climate Change Forum
What Can I Do About Global Warming NOW?
September 16th Student Health Center
Auditorium.

Reception with pizza, veggies, drinks 5:30 - 6:00
PM; Presentations, discussion and action
opportunities 6:00 - 9:00 PM

Volunteer voter registrars will be present, so bring
two forms of identification if you are not yet
registered to vote.

Speakers will fill you in on just how climate change
is already affecting us and how it is predicted to
impact Illinois - especially in the areas of
agriculture, water supply, wildlife and our
ecosystem. This will be followed by how we can
take action through speaking out on issues,
practicing energy efficiency and conservation, and
by plugging in to climate change campaigns to
really make a difference!

Shawnee Group is working with the League of
Women Voters and other groups to hold this forum.
We need volunteers to help on September 16th.
You can volunteer for a specific task, and specific
time frame. Call Barb at 618-529-4824 for details.

In Memoriam

Patrick Monahan, age 57, chose to spend most of
his adult life in southern Illinois because of its
beautiful surroundings. He loved hiking and being
outdoors. He enjoyed reading literature put out by
the Sierra Club. Although he never had a chance to
get actively involved in the organization, he had a
firm belief that when people work together,

they make the world a better place.

We are sorry for the loss of a fellow nature lover
and Sierra Club member. We thank his family for
setting up a memorial fund which they are donating
to Shawnee Group Sierra Club.



Household Hazardous Waste Collection -
FREE
Saturday, September 20, 8 AM - 3 PM
Southern lllinois Airport
(west of Carbondale off of Rt. 13)

This collection program helps residents safely dispose of
old and unwanted household chemicals. Items accepted
include: paint, paint thinner, aerosols, household
cleaners, pesticides, insecticides, herbicides, motor oil,
antifreeze, old gasoline, batteries of all types, solvents,
polishes, and pool and lawn chemicals. Also accepted
will be unwanted or outdated medications, both
prescription and over-the-counter. Bring medications in
the original container, but you may black out all personal
information other than the drug name. NO controlled
substances, needles or syringes will be accepted.

Citizens are especially encouraged to bring in all
mercury-containing devices, such as thermometers,
thermostats, and fluorescent bulbs. Mercury is a liquid
element that can be harmful to human health and the
environment when such devices are broken or disposed
of in landfills. The first 100 residents to bring in a
mercury thermometer will receive one new, non-
mercury digital thermometer in exchange. Mercury
thermometers can be identified by the silver liquid inside
them. Please bring thermometers in a sealed plastic bag
to help prevent breakage and spills. All thermometers
with red liquid do not contain mercury and are
completely safe to use.

Event Open to All Illinois Residents

Event flyer is posted online at:
http://www.jchdonline.org/docs/Sept_event_flyer.pdf.
For more information call Jackson County Health Dept.
at: (618) 684-3143, ext. 136.

Event Open to All Illinois Residents

Heartland Bioneers - October 17-19
Southern lllinois University

Inspiring talks by pioneers working at the cutting edge of
building a sustainable, equitable society in harmony with
nature. This is the fifth year that Carbondale has been
one of the satellite sites for the annual "Bioneers"
conference. From 9 AM to 1 PM each day, we get a
satellite feed from California with inspiring talks from
"bioneers." The plenaries will be shown on SIU campus,
exact location TBA. To find out more, go to
heartlandbioneers.org OR sicsf.org

Some of the plenary topics are: Local Food Systems,
Pediatric Environmental Health, Large Scale Climate
Initiatives, Saving Our Water Planet, Green Businesses,
Politics and Environment, Biodiversity Gardening,
Re-Naturing Education, and Engineering through
Biomimicry.
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(Bioneers - Continued)

The local component of this event takes place in the
afternoon and includes:

+ The Energy Bike + Student activism (EcoDawgs)
and sustainability in higher education + Our local
FoodWorks project: organizing to conduct a community
food assessment. + Green investing. + The local Gaia
House project, including an examination of the multiple
spiritual/religious underpinnings that inform responsible
environmental stewardship + More...

Non-native Invasive Plants Species Volunteer
Project: Moving into Next Phase

We had a tremendous response to the initial, non-
native invasive species (NNIS) volunteer inventory
project partnership with the Forest Service.
Nineteen people—fourteen of them Sierrans!—
were trained in May and dispatched to 23 Natural
Areas in Shawnee Forest. Between the heat, pop-up
storms, and summer vacations, the data just keeps
rolling in! Many thanks go out to you all for your
diligence and good work.

In the meantime, the River to River Cooperative
Weed Management Area (RR CWMA) is in the
process of initiating a very similar volunteer-based
project. Volunteers will be trained in identification
of invasive species, given field guides and assigned
high quality natural areas to monitor. Unlike the
first phase, which is focused on Natural Areas
already known to be impacted by invasive species,
the second phase is focused on monitoring areas
that have not been severely impacted yet. Invasions
caught early will be much easier to control!

Volunteers will annually monitor things such as the
spread of existing invasives, the appearance of new
invasives, the effects of control measures, etc. In
addition, we will be looking for at least two
volunteers who are interested in becoming future
recruiters and trainers. The data collected from this
project will aid greatly in conservation efforts in
Southern Illinois.

The volunteer recruiting process will be going on
over the next several months, with training and
monitoring beginning next spring. Please contact
Terri Treacy at terri.treacy@sierraclub.org or 618-
683-2161 to sign up for this exciting next phase!




Help Renew Renewable Energy Tax Credits

Congress still has not been able to agree to cut the
billions in tax credits and subsidies for giant oil
companies, and has not even found the energy to
renew tax credits for homeowners and renewable
energy projects.

Even though it is already experiencing record profits,
the oil and gas industry is set to receive at least $33
billion in handouts from taxpayers over the next five
years, according to a new analysis released July 31st
by Friends of the Earth. This analysis found that the
large oil companies are still benefiting from tax
loopholes, royalty rollbacks, R & D subsidies and
accounting gimmicks.

There are far smarter places to use this money,
including bringing down energy costs by investing in
the clean power sources of the future, such as wind
and solar. The analysis found that tax giveaways
have increased dramatically since the passage of a
Republican-drafted energy bill in 2005. The analysis
can be found at:
http://www.foe.org/pdf/FoE_Oil_Giveaway Analysis

2008.pdf.

Meanwhile, Congress has not passed the bill
supported by governors of 51 states and territories,
S.3335. This bill would renew the wind and solar tax
incentives for renewable energy and energy
efficiency. Besides curbing global warming, this bill
would also create green jobs, plus help level the
playing field between fossil fuels and renewable
energy. Representatives of the wind and solar
industries claim that the tax incentives in the bill are
absolutely critical for building up a market in the
U.S. for these renewable technologies. Also,
manufacturing plants for solar and wind power
components in the U.S. will be endangered if the bill
is not passed this year.

Please call your U.S. Representative and Senators
and tell them passage of S.3335 is critically
important for the growth of renewable energy in the
U.S. Urge them to make sure it is passed before they
go home for the year. Right now they are on August
recess, but they will be back in session in September.
Call their local offices now at:

Rep. Costello: (618) 233-8026

Rep. Shimkus: (618) 252-8271

Rep. Johnson: (618) 262-8719

Senator Durbin: (618) 998-8812

Senator Obama (618) 997-2402

Help Stop This Dangerous Longwall Mine

There is a new mine proposal on the border of
Franklin and Hamilton Counties: Sugar Camp Mine
has applied for permits to open a mine northeast of
Benton, just north of Akin Junction.

Unfortunately, the mine permit addresses only the
environmental issues resulting from the 1200 plus
acre surface area of the mine. Mining regulations do
not provide protection for the additional 10,000 plus
acre undermined "shadow area." The shadow area is
the underground area of the mine. Since this is to be
a "longwall mine", after the coal is removed from
each section of the mine, that section will be allowed
to collapse.

Of course, that means major disturbance for anything
that is on the surface where the mine collapses. This
is called "planned subsidence." The effects of
longwall mining subsidence to the farmland, homes,
water wells, ground water, rivers and streams within
the "shadow area" is likely to be devastating.

According to the manager of the Midwest Office of
the federal "Office of Surface Mining", subsidence is
not a mining activity. This means that subsidence on
10,839 acres will take place without any requirement
for reclamation or compensation to the people whose
property is undermined and damaged by the
subsidence.

This mine would cause extreme disturbance to the
Big Muddy River and Akin Creek, as well as
associated wetlands. In addition, runoff containing
toxic metals could also cause irreparable damage.
This is essentially unregulated damage to the
environment at the expense of the landowners.

Please help us by writing comments expressing your
concern and asking that a full Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) be conducted, and that a public
hearing take place after the EIS has been made
public. Send written comments to:

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Regulatory Branch,
1222 Spruce St., St. Louis, MO, 63103-2833
Re: File MVS-2008-18, Sugar Camp Energy, LLC

For more information, contact: Barb at (618) 529-
4824; babitaji@aol.com OR Terri at (618) 683-2161;
terri.treacy@sierraclub.org OR Joyce at
joblumen@yahoo.com

Comments must be postmarked by August 25, 2008.
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The wall calendar
The engagement calendar

! Please help us with this important fund raiser

% # $%  &"( & ) (
calendars ¥ $+,-(."8/80-12.3 -445 6 7 88./"-&"
2 iI5 6 There is no tax. Prices are set at $1.00 below suggested retail price.

Wall calendars are$12 each. Engagement calendars are $13 each
Make checks payable to: Shawnee Group Sierra Club
Mail to: Cindy Matthews, 120 Oaklawn Circle, Energy, IL 62933

LETTER TO THE EDITOR COLUMN

We are adding a new feature column to this newsletter: letter to the editor. Send these to Barb McKasson (interim
newsletter editor) at< babitaji@aol.com>. Articles will be edited for clarity, space limitations or page layout, must not be
anonymous, and must be in conformance with the goals of Sierra Club. To get the ball rolling, Bob Tyson submits the
following:

Dear Editor:

Earlier this year at my church, the council asked for members willing to lead and organize outdoor recreation outings for
youth. | volunteered to lead one. Keep in mind that this church espouses a Whole Earth Covenant. Trying to think like a
10 year old, | advertised the outing as follows: "walk thru a spooky tunnel at Tunnel Hill, find the buffalo on the rock at
Cedar Wonders, see the petroglyphs at Millstone Bluff, and climb the Trigg fire tower".

Only one youth was interested and it was apparent that parents were not enthused. | note that our national parks had
experienced a decline in visitors even before the gas crisis. Why is there a disconnect between environmental concern
and actually getting out in the woods? Why aren't parents taking their kids out on trails to get them interested in nature,
instead of "Wally-World"? Give us your feedback.

Bob Tyson

Editor's Note: The Sierra Club's "Building Bridges to the Outdoors” project has the goal to make sure every child in the
U.S. gets to experience the natural world. For more information, go to: <Sierra Club.org/youth>

Shawnee Group Executive Committee/Leaders
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