
 

 

Does Southern Illinois Really Need Another Interstate Highway? 
Now is the time to Nix I—66 and save our natural beauty. 

 

The Shawnee Group Sierra Club will hold it’s next meeting at 7:30 p.m. on February 
10th, 2005 at the Carbondale Township Hall (217 East Main Street).  Terri Treacy, 
Conservation Field Representative for the Illinois Chapter of the Sierra Club and 
member of C.A.R.E. (Citizens Against Reckless Expansion), will present the 
program: ”Nix I—66 — Preserve the Natural Beauty of Southern Illinois.” 

Another Interstate highway has been proposed for southernmost Illinois, this one 
to run between Paducah, Kentucky and Cape Girardeau, Missouri. “Nix I—66 — 
Preserve the Natural Beauty of Southern Illinois” gives the historical background of 
this ill-conceived, pork barrel proposal and an overview of the unique and world-
renowned natural areas it would plow through. “This highway would be a disaster 
to the environment, family farms, and tourism in the region,” said Treacy.  “Unless 
we speak out with a unified voice we stand to lose our beloved, rural Southern 
Illinois. We will be faced with an endless stream of 18-wheelers barreling along a 
cement grid crisscrossing the Cache River Wetlands, the Shawnee National Forest 
and the Mississippi bottoms.” 

The Shawnee Group meeting and presentation is free and open to the public.  
For more information contact: Bob Pauls, Publicity Chair, at 618-549-9408, or  
618-457-3366 x233.              � 

Shawnee Group 
Event Calendar 

February 3 ~ ExCom  
meeting. 5:30 at McClure’s. 

February 10~ Membership  
Program,: Nix I66: 7:30 PM at 
the Carbondale Township  
Office, 217 East Main Street,  
Carbondale.  

February 21 ~ South Forest 
Tower Road Trail Hike.  

February 24 ~ Newsletter 
Folding @ Carbondale  
Township Office. 

Explore, enjoy and protect the planet 
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Shawnee Trails 
News of  the Shawnee Group — February 2005 

Shawnee Group ExCom Election Results 
Ballots for the 2005 ExCom of the Shawnee Group were tabulated following the January 
20th voting deadline and the results were announced in time for the February 3rd ExCom 
meeting.  Newly elected members include: Yolanda Comiskey, Jo Ann Nelson, and Tim  
Stenson. They join current ExCom members Barb McKasson, Bob Pauls, and Bob Tyson 
who have another year remaining on their current term in office.  

Retiring from the ExCom are elected officers: Ron Schmeck, current Group Chair; Donna 
Ayers, Membership Chair; and Shelby Seegars-Schafer, Secretary. Bill Boman, Treasurer  
for the Group, will also be stepping down from his position. The new ExCom will elect its 
officers at its first regular meeting in February. Congratulations and thanks are extended  
to all for their years of dedicated volunteer service !          � 
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The Sierra Club has and should derive its 
strength and effectiveness from a mutually 
supportive relationship between local groups 
and chapters, and a strong national organiza-
tion. This is not as easy as we sometimes  
believe, and often there is too little connection 
between these levels. We believe this event 
will help promote a more unified Club, and a 
stronger presence both locally and nationwide. 

This year the Sierra Club will go beyond the 
usual conservation priority-setting process to 
determine the Sierra Club's nationwide strate-
gic direction for the next five years (2006 
through 2010). 

During 2005, leaders, activists and staff will participate in a deliberative process, culminating in the first ever Sierra Summit 
(national convention) on September 8-11 2005 in San Francisco, where Summit delegates will decide upon a set of recommen-
dations to the Board of Directors to guide and integrate our Club-wide conservation priorities, our strategic approaches to our 
work, and our organizational capabilities. 

This process will be the first comprehensive effort to engage the whole Club in setting the direction for the work we wish to  
accomplish nationwide. It will bring 3,000 members and activists from all over the country together with top-notch keynote 
speakers and entertainers. We'll have 60+ educational workshop sessions, an exhibition hall filled with hundreds of the latest 
outdoor adventure and "green" ideas, products and technologies, and an opportunity to showcase the Sierra Club's work.  All of 
this will energize and inspire us for the work ahead.  It will also be a time to celebrate accomplishments showing just how much 
we can do together! 

The Sierra Summit also presents another opportunity to the Club that we have never had before: we'll have a chance to talk to-
gether about the Club and its future direction. Throughout the Club's history, one representative from each chapter has gathered 
at the Sierra Club's annual meeting. Sierra Summit 2005 will be an opportunity for a much, much larger representative gathering 
-- 1,000 Summit Delegates including numerous representatives from each chapter (9 from Illinois), representatives from each of 
our groups (15 in Illinois) and from national committees. We will have a chance to meet with each other face-to-face.  

Designed to inspire and motivate, the convention will host 60+ educational sessions in seven tracks. They will be offered to  
provide members practical tools needed to impact our lives, our households, our neighborhoods and our world — while having  
fun meeting and getting to know like-minded people. 

� Outdoor Adventure – For those who live to hike, climb and spend as much time outdoors as possible. 

� Engaging Youth and Students – For the next generation of environmental activists. 

� Visionary Solutions – For the Visionary within all of us seeking new technologies, possibilities and solutions for an  
environmentally sound world. 

� Natural Heritage – For those who are striving to protect the creatures and wild habitats of our earth, skies and waters  
in the current political reality. 

� Working Smart – For everyone who knows that protecting the environment means working smarter than ever before. 

� Environmental Expression and Art – For those who give expression to their connection with nature in creative ways. 

� Living Well – For all of us looking for new ideas on how to integrate sustainable choices into our homes, work and daily life. 

Summit attendees will be able to engage in informal, one-on-one conversations with Club leaders where they can “showcase” 
their local activities, share stories and celebrate successes. The Sierra Showcase will have two primary purposes: 1) To provide  
a forum where activists can share and learn from each other’s successes, and 2) To give all attendees a sense of the breadth of 
the Sierra Club’s work. 

The Showcase will be set up for the entire duration of the Sierra Summit, so that attendees may peruse the displays at their  
leisure during the Convention.  At scheduled times on each day of the Convention there will be “Meet the Presenters” sessions, 
where a portion of Showcase participants will be present at their displays in order to ensure opportunities for all Summit atten-
dees to meet and talk with Club leaders.  

Further Sierra Summit information will be announced in the coming months. Please give consideration to attending this unique 
and exciting gathering of Sierra Club volunteers.          � 
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New Shawnee Group Leaders 
(x = ExCom officers with voting rights)  

Chair: Ron Schmeck  
529-8387 mailto:rae50@siu.edu  (x) 

Vice-Chair: Bob Pauls 
549-9408 mailto:sg618@yahoo.com  (x) 

Secretary: Shelby Seegers  
529-5760 mailto:sseegars_schafer@hotmail.com 

Treasurer: Bill Boman 
995-9976 mailto:billbo@onemain.com 

Conservation Chair: Barb McKasson   
529-4824 mailto:babitaji@aol.com  (x) 

Membership Chair:  Donna Ayers 
985-6917 mailto:dayers@accessus.net  (x) 

Outings Chair: Bob Tyson 
684-5643  mailto:robkay43@webtv.net  (x) 

Program Chair: Sandy Anderson 
893-4545  mailto:annansy@midwest.net   

Webmaster/News Editor:  
Bob Pauls 549-9408  mailto:sg618@yahoo.com (x) 

Non-traditional Allies Work Together for Conservation      by Terri Treacy, Conservation Field Rep. 
Conservation Groups, Hunters & Anglers All Pitch in to Help Mermet Lake State Conservation Area 
 

Thanks to the generosity of many individuals, organiza-
tions, and businesses several hundred native trees were  
recently purchased and planted at Mermet Lake State 
Conservation Area. It all started last September when the 
Sierra Club became a sponsor of the National Hunting & 
Fishing Days Celebration in southern Illinois and set up  
an educational booth to promote the Sierra Club’s Natural 
Allies campaign. The campaign seeks to forge alliances 
for conservation with the sporting public. 

The two-day southern Illinois "Celebration of National 
Hunting & Fishing Days" draws some 30,000 attendees 
each year. Some of the many activities featured at this 
outdoor extravaganza included wildlife exhibits, duck and 
turkey calling, free BB-gun shooting for young people and 
demonstrations of hunting dog field trials. In addition, 
displays are set up by over 100 equipment vendors, clubs 
and other organizations. At the 2004 event, members of the  
local Shawnee Group of the Illinois Chapter Sierra Club staffed a 
booth and held a raffle to raise money for conservation projects at Mermet Lake State Conservation Area. 

First, local businesses contributed prizes. Gander Flats Hunting Club 
in Ware, IL donated a free hunt for two, and the Crappie Pro Shop in 
Carterville donated an underwater camera at cost. Then hunters and 
anglers from all over the region donated by buying chances at the 
raffle. Finally, generous cash contributions from Shawnee Group 
Sierra Club and Shawnee Audubon Society more than doubled the 
amount raised. 

At the suggestion of Chris McGinness, site manager at Mermet,  
the funds were used to buy native trees. The tree supplier, Forrest 
Keeling Nursery, was kind enough to kick in many extra trees and 
the Mermet staff planted them. It is the goal of the Mermet Lake 
State Conservation Area to convert all manipulated fields not being 
used for waterfowl back to a more natural status.  “Restoring these 
areas will enhance their use to all types of wildlife and fowl,”  said 
McGinness. 

Mermet Lake State Conservation Area, located in Massac County,  
covers more than 2,500 acres and contains a 452-acre lake, an  
additional 200 plus acres of open water, the 43-acre Mermet 
Swamp Nature Preserve, and timbered areas, many of which were 
severely impacted by an F — 4 class tornado in 2003. 

Endangered species such as purple gallinule, least bittern, moorhen, 
and rice rat have all been sighted at Mermet. Bald eagles, osprey 
and red-shouldered hawks are regularly seen. It was also home to 
the state record willow oak before the tornado ripped it out of the 
earth. 

Mermet has something for nature lovers of all types, from bird 
watchers to hunters. And thanks to nature lovers of all types,  
Mermet has been able to provide more natural habitat for wildlife.� 

Judy Lewis volunteering assistance to a future Club member.  
Photo by Terri Treacy 
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Safe, happy and inspired 

Shawnee Outings 

Descriptions of all outings of the Shawnee Group and five other Chapter Groups in Illinois are now available in in one central location thus 
making it easy to find a wider range of outdoor activities by any Sierra Club member or the general public. Go to the Group website for the 
link to this new feature:  http://illinois.sierraclub.org/shawnee/outings.htm 

February 21 (Monday)  South Forest Tower Road Trail Hike (SNF), Wolfe Lake, IL  

This trail is located in Trail of Tears State Forest. We will hike from the picnic area and proceed to the top of the bluffs. From 
there, we will take a 3.5 mile hike along a narrow road which affords us bluff top views during leaf-off into continuous canyons 
and adjacent ridges. We end the hike downhill at the county road and our car shuttle. Meet at the ranger station in Murphys-
boro at 9:30 AM. Contact Bob Tyson, trip leader at 684-5643.  

March 13 (Sunday)  Fountain Bluff River Trail Hike, Gorham, IL  

This abandoned railroad trail is level and offers continuous views of the Mississippi River on one side and views of steep 
bluffs on the other. As we hike, we will learn about the fragmentation between public and private lands. This trail is roughly  
2.5 miles from our parking area to the power plant. We will retrace our route back to our cars. Meet 12:30 PM at the ranger 
station in Murphysboro. Contact Bob Tyson. trip leader at 684-5643.  

April 18 (Monday)  Hayes Creek Canyon and Sand Cave, Eddyville, IL  

Join us in the Shawnee National Forest where we take two hikes. The first is a short trail into Hayes Canyon, a unique rock 
glade covering several acres. Hopefully, a waterfall will add to our views. While there, we will also walk further to note the  
extent of equestrian damage to public trails in southern Illinois. At the nearby Sand Cave we'll hike the surrounding cliff line. 
The cave is about 50 ft wide and deep, and 30 ft high. Meet at Murdale shopping center big sign in Carbondale 8:30 AM or 
Marion Wal*Mart parking lot (near Ryans) at 9 AM. Contact trip leader, Bob Tyson at 684-5643. Sand Cave is described on 
our website. http://illinois.sierraclub.org/shawnee/outings.htm.  

Adventures with Uncle Bob Tyson  
Your Guide to Self-Adventure     http://illinois.sierraclub.org/shawnee/unclebob/adventures.htm 
 
This month I recommend to you Hughes Mountain Natural Area, a 430 acre preserve of special geologic and botanical  
importance managed by the Missouri Department of Conservation. 

Directions: Cross the bridge into Missouri at Chester. Turn north on County Road H to St. Mary’s. Turn left and follow to County 
Road Z that intersects with I-55.  Go north to the exit for Farmington. Take US 67 north to MO 8. Follow this road a short distance 
to County Road M. Turn left and go about 10 miles. A brown sign directs you to turn left and proceed 0.3 mile to the top of the hill 
and parking lot. 

The natural area’s trail goes gradually uphill through woods for a half mile and suddenly you are in a huge open glade.  You are 
treated to a 270 degree view over the countryside and adjoining ridge tops.  Wander around the numerous Precambrian and 
rhyotite outcroppings.  The polygonal rock formations are known locally as the Devil's Honeycomb.  Plant life on the glade in-
cludes Little Bluestem, Prickly Pear Cactus, Rushfoil, Pineweed, and Buttonweed.  The woods include Blackjack oak, Red Cedar, 

and Black hickory. 

This trail is described in the book: Conservation Trails: A Guide to  
Missouri, by Teresa Kight. The state website for Hughes Mountain 
Natural Area can be found at: 
http:\\www.conservation.state.mo.us/areas/natareas/p146-
1.htm  Why not make a day of it and take in nearby Elephant 
Rocks State Park, which was described in a previous Shawnee 
Trails newsletter.  For more information on this adventure from 
Bob Tyson, call 684-5643.                � 

———————————————————————–—————————————————-—- 

WE MISSED YOU!  Four of us were on the Cove Hollow trail on  
January 16.  The cold temperatures did not impede our enjoyment.  
Hiking from Cove Hollow Road to our shuttle at Pomona Road, we 
viewed shelter bluffs, a cave, a punch bowl canyon, and continuous 
cliff lines covered with icicles brightened by the sun.   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
January Outing at Cove Hollow. Photo by Scott Rogers. 
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ALERT: Comments Needed to Oppose New Forest Planning Rules 
 

Just before Christmas the Bush administration released new rule changes to the National Forest Management Act 
(NFMA). These new rules eliminate the most fundamental wildlife protections, open up million of acres of national  
forests including old growth, roadless areas and sensitive wildlife habitat to harmful activities, disregard science,  
give Forest Service officials much more unchecked freedom to manage, and shut the public out of meaningful input. 

The most radical and controversial proposed rule change is the exemption of forest management plans from the  
requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), which is widely regarded as the nation’s most basic  
environmental law. The proposed rule would no longer require an analysis of the environmental impacts of a forest 
plan, revisions or amendments, including any analysis of alternatives that may have less impact, or public review of  
the proposed plans. Although most of the new rules became effective January 5, 2005, fortunately there is still an  
opportunity to comment on the rule for adopting or changing forest management plans. 

TAKE ACTION: Comments needed by March 7, 2005 
Please send a letter urging the Bush administration to abandon its proposed rule change to exempt forest manage-
ment plans from environmental review and public input under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and  
make the following points: 

You strongly oppose the January 5, 2005 proposed rule change that would exempt forest management plans, revisions 
or amendments from environmental review and meaningful public input under the National Environmental Policy Act. 
The proposed new rule would: 

1. hide from the public adequate information to evaluate the environmental consequences of forest plans and  
disregard the best available science in favor of commercial interests; 

2. make it easier for timber, oil, gas, mining and motorized recreation corporations to profit from the use of public 
forests while eliminating the need for forest managers to assess potentially harmful impacts on water, wildlife,  
recreational use, old growth and roadless areas; 

3. worsen the assault on wildlife. Without environmental analysis of a forest plan or changes to a plan, the impacts  
to wildlife will not be understood. The new regulations have already abolished the requirements to maintain viable 
populations of species and to monitor those populations. Adopting this new proposal effectively removes all en-
forceable requirements to analyze and monitor wildlife health, both at the forest plan and at the project level; and 

4. call for environmental analysis to be done only at the project level, rather than at the plan level, ignoring the fact 
that forest plans make critically important choices about overall management direction and environmental  
safeguards.  

Send your valuable comments to: USDA Content Analysis Team, Attn: Planning CE, PO Box 22777, Salt Lake City, UT  
84122 Fax: (801) 517-1015            � 



 

 

Immediate Action Needed to Reverse IDNR Cuts — Restore EcoWatch! 
The EcoWatch program and staff were eliminated in Governor Blagojevich’s budget cuts last October. HOWEVER, WE NOW HAVE 
A CHANCE TO REVERSE THIS DECISION IF YOU ACT NOW. State House Bill 0214 will soon be scheduled for a vote. The bill would 
restore nearly all of the recent 87 Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) layoffs. The money would use IDNR's own 
Wildlife and Fish Fund, which is supported by hunting and fishing license fees from Illinois' sportsmen and women. Currently, 
the bill does not include EcoWatch staff. However, we think this can be changed if you act today. Please contact your state  
legislators and local newspapers in support of this bill. Make sure to state that you want EcoWatch staff and program funding 
included in HB 0214. Don’t know who your state senator and representative or their phone number(s)?  Please visit to the  
following website: http://www.elections.state.il.us/dls/pages/DLSAddresscrit.asp 

This telephone call will take you less than 5 minutes but will do much towards protecting our natural resources. Do not let all 
your dedication and hard work with EcoWatch be squandered! Please spread the word to friends and family who care about  
the environment. We need everyone’s support if this effort is to be successful. Thank you! 

EcoWatch Background: 
EcoWatch’s primary mandate was to collect scientifically valid data on statewide and regional ecosystem conditions, using 
trained volunteers. Since this time EcoWatch volunteers collected high quality data at over 1000 river, prairie and forest sites 
that encompassed over 3,000 individual data sets at a very low cost to the state. Dedicated and hard working volunteers  
contributed over 52,500 hours of their own time to protect our environment through EcoWatch; the equivalent of $630,000 in 
free services for the agency. The approximate hourly rate of professional field biologists for the same amount of hours would 
have been 6 times greater at $3.78 million. 

Short List of EcoWatch Accomplishments: 
Volunteer monitoring of a site costs the state approximately 1/6th of the cost of using professional scientists. Therefore,  
utilization of volunteer monitors is a cost-effective and taxpayer-friendly way for the IDNR to collect valuable, much needed data. 
EcoWatch network has provided environmental educational services to over 20,000 adults and high school students beyond 
actual monitoring. EcoWatch received numerous requests for assistance from local citizens groups and organizations interested 
in using the EcoWatch procedures to track trends in local ecosystem conditions. EcoWatch was a national leader in volunteer 
environmental monitoring. Illinois was the only state with a multi-ecosystem program encompassing streams, forests and  
prairies. The program received dozens of calls each year by other states wishing to adapt its materials and monitoring protocols. 
Three of many notable contributions EcoWatch volunteers have made to natural resource protection include 1) data were used 
to establish an Illinois Nature Preserve 2) locating populations of Illinois threatened and endangered species previously  
unknown and 3) detection of an oil spill on Prairie Creek (Will County) that was cleaned up before it was allowed to enter the  
Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie in the summer of 2004. 
 
Contact Laurel Toussaint at 618-549-5163 or mailto: laureltous@hotmail.com for more information.              �  
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� Senator David D. Luechtefeld — R58 — 217-782-8137 

� Senator Gary Forby — D59 — 217-782-1051 

� Representative Brandon W Phelps — D118 — 217-782-5131 

� Representative Mike Bost — R115 — 217-782-0387 

� Representative John Bradley — D117 — 217-782-1051 

� Representative Dan Reitz — D116 — 217782-1018 


