
 

 

Meet and Greet: July Pool Party  
Its time for the annual member pool party of the Shawnee Group. In addition to the out-
ings listed on page 3, every member is invited to the home of Stan Harris on Saturday, July 
17th 3 PM. We’ll be swimming, playing croquet, lounging, and conversing with old and  
new members. Bring a dish to share, utensils and plate. We will eat at about 5 p.m.  Some 
hamburgers, hot dogs and drinks will be provided. Directions: From Rt. 13 on the west side 
of Carbondale at the "Kroger light" turn north on New Era Road.  Go one and one-half 
mile and turn west on Edgewood Lane.  First house is the destination.  The mail box reads 
"98" and "Woods Edge" .    

Shawnee Group 
Event Calendar 

July 1st ~ ExCom meeting @ 
Shelby Seegers, 6:00 PM. 

July 17th ~ Meet & Greet 
Pool Party @ Stan Harris’ 
home, New Era Road,  
Carbondale. 

Explore, enjoy and protect the planet 
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Shawnee Trails 
News of  the Shawnee Group — July 2004 

Hopefully, the message and special effects in the movie, The Day After Tomorrow, caught 
your attention. Now, forego the special effects and look at the facts.  Temperature data 
has confirmed that 2003 was the 3rd warmest year in recorded history[1];  a new ground-
breaking study has come out predicting that 15 to 37 percent of all species will be extinct 
within our children’s lifetime as a result of global warming; and the British government’s 
top scientist has criticized the Bush Administration’s failure to take action to curb global 
warming, a threat he called “more serious even than the threat of terrorism.”  Even with 
these prominent stories in the news, the Bush administration has taken no steps to curb 
global warming pollution.   
On January 8th, the journal Nature published a study, led by Dr. Chris Thomas of the  
University of Leeds, predicting that between 15 to 37 percent of all living species will be 
driven towards extinction by 2050 due to global warming trends.  This study is the first of 
its kind to identify specific habitat and species loss due to global warming, and reinforces 
the scientific predictions that global warming will lead to increased habitat loss, sea level 
rise, and shifting weather patterns.  
Additionally, Britain’s top scientist, Sir David King, has criticized the Bush Administration 
for its failure to address global warming.  He chastised the Bush Administration for abdi-
cating America’s role as a leader on this issue, stating that “climate change is the most  
severe problem we are facing today, more serious even than the threat of terrorism.” 
In his speech, Sir David King noted that the Bush administration has a history of missed 
opportunities and broken promises on global warming.  In March, 2001 President Bush 
broke his campaign pledge to cut global warming pollution from power plants.  The same 
month, the Bush administration announced that it was withdrawing from the Kyoto 
Treaty on global warming, drawing international criticism.  In another ironic twist, in May 
2002, the Bush administration weakened existing energy-efficiency standards for air condi-
tioners that would have removed the need for 48 additional power plants.  Most recently, 
the Bush administration has proposed an energy plan that would result in increased heat-
trapping emissions from power plants, vehicles, and industries. 
In addition to all of its backwards policies, the Bush administration has even denied the 
seriousness of global warming and challenged the scientific consensus surrounding climate 
change.  The good news is that we have the solutions today to curb global warming emis-
sions.  Using existing technology, we can make all cars, pickup trucks, and SUVs go far-
ther on a gallon of gas.  We can use technology to cut the energy use of lighting, heating, 
cooling and industrial processes.  Finally, we can replace dirty, coal fired power plants – 
the single biggest global warming polluter in the country – with clean, renewable energy 
sources like wind, solar power and cleaner burning natural gas.  Taking these steps can 
curtail global warming and ensure that our children will be able to enjoy the rich natural 
treasures that we all cherish.  These are responsible, cost-effective solutions to the prob-
lem of global warming, yet the Bush Administration is not putting them to work.           

Ripple Hollow Proposed  
Wilderness Area Insert  

 

This month’s special insert is a 
guide to the proposed Ripple 
Hollow  Wilderness Area. This 
3,350 acre preserve is located in 
Union and Alexander counties. 
Please read & save this insert.  

Global Warming: There is a Better Way 

[1] The ten hottest recorded years 
have all occurred since 1990:  

1998, 2002, 2003, 2001, 1997, 
1995, 1990, 1999, 1991, and 

2000.  Accurate temperature test-
ing began in the mid 19th century. 
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Safe, happy and inspired 

Shawnee Outings 

Descriptions of all outings of the Shawnee Group and five other Groups in Illinois Chapter are now available in in one  
central location thus making it easy to find a wider range of outdoor activities by any Sierra Club member or the  
general public. Plan your summer outings now! Go to the Group website for the link to this new feature:  

http://illinois.sierraclub.org/shawnee/outings.htm 

July 9 — 11, Paddlefest and Mississippi River Ecoregion Task Force Meeting, Sierra Club Midwest Regional  
Conservation Committee at Covington, KY (Cincinnati, OH)  
Activists trying to protect the Mississippi River watershed face big challenges again this year. From navigation plans to 
lock and dam expansion to raw sewage, toxic and agricultural run-off, activists must continue some of the same battles 
they've waged for decades. The event will be held at a river monitoring station on the Ohio River.  Besides activist  
training and development on the issues on Saturday and Sunday, a riverboat cruise is planned for Friday morning and 
an equipment swap will take place on Friday evening. On Saturday morning, in conjunction with Paddlefest, Big  
River participants will be among a flotilla of 1,000 canoes, kayaks and man-powered boats launched to highlight the  
recreational value of the nation's rivers.  Contact: Susan Patton at sptristate@aol.com , 859-472-1190; Barb Frank at 
bdfrank@centurytel.net , 608-788-3914; or Bill Redding at bill.redding@sierraclub.org, 608-257-4994. 
July 17, Sierra Club Pool Party at the Residence of Stan Harris, Carbondale, IL 
Annual pool party for current and prospective members. Bring a dish to share, utensils and plate. 3 PM  
See page 1 for driving directions. New to the club? This is the event for you! 
August 6 — 8, Eleven Point National Scenic River Weekend Canoe Trip, Missouri 
The watershed of the 11 Point River encompasses some of the wildest lands in the state of Missouri: deep valleys, steep 
wooded hills, gushing springs and towering bluffs. The Eleven Point River offers just about anything a canoeist could 
want - moderate whitewater rapids, flat-water pools, caves to explore, rich, abundant flora and fauna, clean, cool and  
unpolluted water. The trip begins Friday night and ends Sunday afternoon. Starts at Greer and ends at Riverton, MO.  
Contact: Bob Pauls, IL Chapter Outings Chair, mailto:outings@illinois.sierraclub.org. Make your reservations today:  
618-549-9408. No walk-ins allowed. Deposit and some canoe experience required. Canoe/kayak rentals available. 
Sunday, August 15, Beach Party, Spring Arbor Lake, Giant City Road/Spring Arbor 
Come prepared for swimming, canoeing, and brats to Spring Arbor Beach. Park at the beach or at 139 Spring Arbor Dr. 
Eat about 5 PM. Bring a potluck side dish and drinks. A grill and charcoal will be available. Bring your own tableware. 
Come earlier at 3 PM for swimming& boating, Directions: We’re south of the Giant City School less than a mile. Turn 
right at the Spring Arbor sign and I'll be 5th house on the left. Call Don at 457-8989 for further directions. 
August 21, Lower Big Muddy Canoe Trip, Jackson County, IL  
Our Saturday trip will leave from the Turkey Bayou-Oakwood Bottoms Recreation Area for put-in to the lower Big 
Muddy. Participants may choose to camp Friday night at the nearby Pine Hills Campground ($5). We will paddle 
through forest and wetlands in the oxbows of the southern half of the Reservoir where the river forms the border  
between Grand Tower and Pomona Townships. Upon exiting the Reservoir, the river is bordered on the west by the 
Big Muddy River County Levee Road that protects the bottomland farms in the “claw” of land below Grand Tower. 
On the east are the bluffs of the Clear Springs Wilderness and LaRue Pine Hills. We will exit near the confluence of  
the mighty Mississippi River. You must provide your own canoe or kayak. Assistance is available in securing one with 
adequate notice. Prepare to experience the thrill of flying fish. Contact: Bob Pauls, IL Chapter Outings Chair, 
mailto:outings@illinois.sierraclub.org . Reservations and deposit are required. 618-549-9408. 

Other outings are available. See our website today: http://illinois.sierraclub.org/shawnee/outings.htm         

All outdoor activists should 
use good behavioral ethics 
and follow the seven simple 
Leave No Trace principles: 

1. Plan Ahead and Prepare 
2. Travel and Camp on  

Durable Surfaces 
3. Dispose of Waste Properly 
4. Leave What You Find 

5. Minimize Campfire  
Impacts 

6. Respect Wildlife 
7. Be Considerate of Other 

Visitors 

http://illinois.sierraclub.org/shawnee/outings.htm
mailto:outings@illinois.sierraclub.org
mailto:outings@illinois.sierraclub.org
http://illinois.sierraclub.org/shawnee/outings.htm
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Its been 48 years since a documentary won the Cannes Film Festival’s prestig-
ious Palme d'Or for the best feature film.  It was back in 1956 when the famous 
oceanographer, Jacques Cousteau, won the prize for The Silent World, a film 
based on his book of the same name published three years prior.  The film 
chronicled Cousteau’s early underwater adventures and exposed to the world 
the mystery and wonder of the Earth’s great oceans.  
Film reviewer, Greg Rubison, says “our greatest debt to Jacques Cousteau is 
for the lifetime of oceanic exploration that he captured on film, an odyssey he 
began with The Silent World.. Cousteau's motto aboard Calypso was "Il faut  
aller voir" ("We must go and see").  He insisted that people needed to venture 
into the seas to understand and appreciate their marvels. When he and his men 
descended to depths previously unplumbed, they brought millions with them.”  
This month we have the local opportunity to view aspects of another modern 
mystery in the only documentary to win the Palme d'Or since The Silent World.  
This new and controversial film is the latest work of Michael Moore. Fahrenheit 
9/11 is a blistering and meticulously documented attack on President Bush and 
the war being waged in Iraq.  
The possibility remains that the film may be the first big-audience, election-
year film that will help unseat a President of the United States. It arrives on the 
heels of the film, The Day After Tomorrow, a film containing an ominous facsim-
ile of the current administration. Fahrenheit 9/11 is characteristic of Moore —  
a marriage of humor and horror.  It accuses the Bush administration of stealing 
the 2000 election, overlooking terrorism warnings before September 11 and 
escalating fears of terror in order to secure American support for the Iraq war.  
Moore has accused the Disney corporation, parent of Miramax films, of  
censoring his film in order to protect the tax breaks its Disney world complex 
enjoys in Florida, where Governor Jeb Bush, brother of the president, rules. 
Fahrenheit 9/11 débuts nationwide on June 25th and will be showing at the  
Carbondale University 8 theaters thru July 1 at 1:45, 4:30, 7:15, and 10:00 PM.  
We must go and see … and bring millions with us! 

 

Shawnee Group Leaders 
(x = ExCom officers with voting rights) 

 
 

  
ExCom Chair: Ron Schmeck. 529-8387 mailto:sh-chair@illinois.sierraclub.org  (x) 
Vice-Chair, Webmaster/Newsletter Editor and Publicity Chair: 
  Bob Pauls. 549-9408  mailto:outings@illinois.sierraclub.org  (x) 
Secretary: Shelby Seegers. 529-5760 mailto:sh-secy@illinois.sierraclub.org   
Treasurer: Bill Boman. 995-9976 mailto:sh-treas@illinois.sierraclub.org   
Conservation and Political Chair:  
  Barb McKasson. 529-4824 mailto:sh-cons@illinois.sierraclub.org (x) 
Membership Chair: Donna Ayers 985-6917 mailto:sh-mem@illinois.sierraclub.org(x) 
Outings Chair:  Bob Tyson. 684-5643  mailto:sh-outings@illinois.sierraclub.org  (x) 
Program Chair: Sandy Anderson. 893-4545  mailto:sh-prog@illinois.sierraclub.org  
ExCom Member: Phyllis Oliver. mailto:moonshadow53@yahoo.com  (x)  
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Two Palme d’Ors  ~ We Must Go and See..      By Bob Pauls 
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Adventures with Uncle Bob Tyson  
Your Guide to Self-Adventure  
 

This month I recommend for your hiking pleasure the Rim Rock Forest Trail in the Shawnee National Forest.  Directions: 
From Harrisburg, go south on US 45 to the junction with Illinois 145.  Take 145 to Illinois 34.  Turn left and travel through the 
community of Herod.  Continue south to Karber Ridge Road and turn left.  After passing the Karber Ridge post office continue 
about 4 miles and watch for a small sign on your left.  Turn into the parking lot.   
You are confronted with three choices of trails.  1) The one on your right goes below the cliff line. 2) The one on your left  
ascends the bluff top to hike the west side. 3) The one in the middle is also a bluff top trail, exposing one to the east side. A loop 
of the bluff top would be 2 miles.  Note that the trails are paved with flagstone.  Hiking along the top offers continual views of 
ravines and the surrounding forest.  At the midway point (northside), you will have a choice of continuing the loop on top or 
descending down staircases which squeeze you thru moss-covered rock walls, mazes, and “ox-lot” cave.  Go either way at the 
bottom to follow along the bluff. There will be continuous views of the cliffs and rock formations. 
Wooden bridges and stone steps make the trail easier to negotiate.  If you are on the East bottom trail, take note of the junction 
for Beaver Trail. Following that trail for a mile will take you to the Pounds Hollow Lake Recreation Area.  The West bottom trail 
is less well defined, lacks signage, and involves some scrambling  over rocks; however, the scenery is worthwhile.   
More information from Bob Tyson at 684-5643 or at mailto:sh-outings@illinois.sierraclub.org   
Most US Forest Service offices have a brochure for the Rim Rock Forest Trail.     

Message from the Shawnee Group 
Outings Chair 
Bob Tyson http://illinois.sierraclub.org/shawnee/unclebob/adventures.htm 

There are some new hiking books available at your public library and bookstore.  

1. Hiking Kentucky by Brook and Barbara Elliott. 1998. Human Kinetics Press. (@ Murphysboro library)  
2. Hiking Missouri by Kevin Lohraff.  1999. Human Kinetics Press (@ Belleville library)  
3. Hiking Indiana by Sally McKinney. 2000.  Human Kinetics Press (@ Murphysboro library)  
4. Hiking Illinois  by Susan Post.  1997. Human Kinetics Press. (@ Murphysboro library) 
These are recent acquisitions at the library noted above and via interlibrary loan from the Shawnee Library System.  
Go to your local library and locate your choice on their computer terminal; place a hold/reserve on the item.  All  
four books contain detailed descriptions of trails in state parks, state forests, nature preserves, municipal, and national 
forests.  All give directions to the trail, trail length and difficulty rating, and how to follow a given trail.  Some other 
books list more trails than those described in the Missouri and Illinois books; however, the ones cited above are much 
more detailed.      
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