


 

 

April 3  8 AM—4 PM ~ Jackson County Health Department sale of compost bins, C’dale K-Mart. 

April 8  7:30 PM ~ Sierra Club member meeting: Snakes & Amphibians, C’dale Township. 

April 9  1:00 PM  ~ Celebrate the Earth: stories and crafts at C’dale Public Library (K—5). 

April 11  12:30 PM ~ Little Cedar Loop Trail Day Hike with the Sierra Club. 

April 15  7:00 PM ~ Carbondale Energy Advisory Commission. 

April 17  8 AM—12 PM ~Keep Carbondale Beautiful Annual Spring Clean-up Day, Turley Park. 

April 21  7:30 PM ~ Deep Ecology and Christianity Talk, Interfaith Center. 

April 17    ~ LaRue/Pine Hills Appreciation Day Events. 

April 22 Earth Day Events at the Interfaith Center, 913 South Illinois Avenue, Carbondale: 

  12 NOON  ~ Free Global Luncheon. 

  1:00 PM  ~ Videos showing: Baraka, Isle of Flowers, and more. 

  2:00 PM  ~ Southern Illinois South African Drum Ensemble (SIWADE). 

  4:00 PM ~ Birds of Prey Demonstration. 

  5:30 PM ~ Vegetarian Potluck. 

  7:00 PM ~ Dave Blume: Introduction to Permaculture. 

  9:00 PM  ~ Coffee, chai, conversation, and closure.  

April 23—25 See page 6 ~ Shawnee Forest Defenders activist outdoor/indoor training workshop. 

April 29 4:00 PM  ~ Southern Illinois Center for a Sustainable Future member meeting. 

April 30   ~ National Arbor Day 
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April is Earth Month 
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Safe, happy and inspired 

Shawnee Outings 

Descriptions of all outings of the Shawnee Group and five other Chapter Groups in Illinois are now available in in one  
central location thus making it easy to find a wider range of outdoor activities by any Sierra Club member or the  
general public. Go to the Group website for the link to this new feature:  

http://illinois.sierraclub.org/shawnee/outings.htm 

Apr 11 (Sun)  Little Cedar Loop Trail Day Hike, Alto Pass, IL 
Sunday day hike at Little Cedar Lake. The trail travels through dark pine and cedar plantations, then across a dam to 
complete a loop which parallels Little Cedar Lake and its interesting rock formations. This Shawnee NF trail loop is 
approximately 6 miles long. Meet 12:30 PM at the Shawnee NF ranger station in Murphysboro, IL.  
More trail information is available at http://illinois.sierraclub.org/shawnee/unclebob/LittleCedarLoop.htm  
Leader: Bob Tyson. Shawnee Group Outings Chair, Reservations requested: (618) 684-5643, or robkay43@webtv.net 
 
Apr 24 (Sat)  Spring Snake Migration, La Rue-Pine Hills Ecological Area, IL 
Since 1972, Forest Service Road 345 in the Shawnee National Forest has been closed to vehicular traffic each Spring 
and Fall in conjunction with the annual snake migration (March 15-May 15 and Sept. 1-Oct. 31). This day hike will be  
a leisurely walk along the 2.6-mile section of road separating their summer habitat in the La Rue Swamp and Winters 
Pond from their hibernation dens along the bluffs of the Pine Hills. Expect to see (depending upon weather) the tim-
ber rattlesnake, a state-threatened species, one of the three venomous snakes found in this area. Also found are cotton-
mouths and the southern copperhead, and the western ribbon snake. The road closure protects many species besides 
the migrating cottonmouths, since 56 of the 102 species of reptiles and amphibians known to inhabit the state of  
Illinois have been documented here. The road closure protects many species besides the migrating snakes.  
Leader: Bob Pauls, IL Chapter Outings Chair. Reservations required at 618-549-9408, sg618@yahoo.com 
 
May 24 (Mon)  Horse Creek Loop Trail Hike, McClure, IL 
Monday day hike at Horse Creek Trail in the Shawnee National Forest. This 5 mile loop trail starts on a ridge with nu-
merous vistas and descends into a dark canyon. Meet to carpool at the Shawnee National Forest ranger station in Mur-
physboro, IL at 9:30 AM. Hike is described in book: Fifty Nature Walks in Southern Illinois.  
Leader: Bob Tyson. Shawnee Group Outings Chair, Reservations requested: (618) 684-5643, or robkay43@webtv.net 
 
Jun 18-19  LaRue Pine Hills Camp and Clear Springs Wilderness Hike, Ware, IL 
Join us for a basecamp outing in the LaRue/Pine Hills Ecological Area. We will camp and have dinner Friday night at 
the Pine Hills Campground and spend Saturday hiking various areas in the Clear Springs Wilderness Area and the  
proposed Camp Hutchins Wilderness Area. Some trail sections are very steep and poison ivy and ticks will be present. 
Appropriate dress and preparation is required, but this is a safe trip.  
Leader: Bob Pauls, IL Chapter Outings Chair. Reservations required at 618-549-9408, sg618@yahoo.com 
 
Aug 21 (Sat)  Lower Big Muddy Canoe Trip, Murphysboro, Jackson County, IL 
Our Saturday trip will leave at 8:00 AM from the Turkey Bayou-Oakwood Bottoms Recreation Area for put-in to the 
lower Big Muddy. Out of town participants may choose to camp Friday night at the nearby Pine Hills Campground 
$5). We will paddle through forest and wetlands in the oxbows of the southern half of the Reservoir where the river 
forms the border between Grand Tower and Pomona Townships. Upon exiting the Reservoir, the river is bordered on 
the west by the Big Muddy River County Levee road that protects the bottomland farms in the “claw” of land below 
Grand Tower. On the east are the bluffs of the Clear Springs Wilderness and LaRue Pine Hills. We will exit near the 
confluence of the mighty Mississippi River. You must provide your own canoe or kayak. Assistance is available in se-
curing one with adequate notice. Prepare to experience the thrill of flying fish.  
Leader: Bob Pauls, IL Chapter Outings Chair. Reservations required at 618-549-9408, sg618@yahoo.com 
 
Other trips may be scheduled during the summer. Be sure to check the website for updates.  
Cancellations, if necessary, will also be posted there. 
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Who Ya Gonna Call?   IEPA? 
 

Citizens can now report pollution and other 
environmental concerns electronically, speed-
ing up investigations by the Illinois Environ-
mental Protection Agency (IEPA). 

The IEPA has launched an Online Electronic 
Citizens Pollution Complaint Form available 
on the web at (http://www.epa.state.il.us)  
that will apparently speed getting information 
more quickly to IEPA field offices around the 
state for follow-up investigation. 

The E-Complaint form will be acknowledged 
and forwarded to the appropriate regional  
office the same business day it is received 
online. Examples of complaints include open 
burning, dust and particles and industrial emis-
sions, open dumping, hazardous waste, lake/
stream pollution, illegal discharges into water-
ways, issues affecting drinking water and  
agricultural problems. 

While many of these complaints are now and 
likely will continue to be made directly by  
citizens to their nearest IEPA regional field 
office, the new E-Complaint system will pro-
vide a fast and efficient way to assist citizens 
and help address environmental problems  
before they become worse. The complainant's 
identity will be kept confidential unless they 
request otherwise. 

Environmental questions and complaints may 
also be made by phone through an expanded 
toll-free Environmental Helpline of the IEPA, 
1—888—372-1996. 

Examples of topics citizens may seek informa-
tion about from IEPA staff through the 
Helpline include potential pollutants in the 
home, such as asbestos, mercury, lead and  
hazardous waste, questions about local air 
quality and odors, trash burning, heating oil 
tanks, electronics recycling, quality of lakes and 
streams and potential environmental problems 
when purchasing property.  
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