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Cache River Joint Venture 
 
Please join Jim Waycullis and Liz Jones  
at the September 11th membership  
meeting at the Unitarian Church of  
Carbondale, 301 W Elm, 7:30 PM.  Their 
presentation will be on the Cache River 
Joint Venture and the soon (hopefully) to 
be opened, Henry Barkhausen Wetlands 
Visitor Center. 
 
The Barkhausen Wetlands Visitor Center  
is a new 6,500-square -foot wetlands  
center, whose construction has been  
delayed since 2000, that will help visitors 
gain a better understanding of the area 
and learn the importance of wetlands 
through exhibits, displays, audio-visual 
presentations and viewing decks. The  
center is named for Henry N. Barkhausen, an industrialist and avid outdoorsman, who served 
as director of the Illinois Department of Conservation from 1970-73.   
 
The Center is located along the 44-mile Tunnel Hill State Trail and the Cache River south of 
Whitehill on Illinois Route 37 near the Johnson-Pulaski county line. 
 
"Henry Barkhausen has been a driving force behind the educational center and protection of 
these wetlands, which are an Illinois treasure recognized for their international significance," 
said former Illinois Governor Edgar. "The effort to protect this area has been the result of 
many partners working together, but it has been Henry's boundless energy, drive and  
determination that has brought it all together." 
 
Barkhausen is also a longtime member of the Citizens Committee to Save the Cache River, 
established in 1979 to promote conservation practices in the Cache River drainage basin. 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Department of Natural Resources, the Nature  
Conservancy and Ducks Unlimited, as well as the Citizens Committee to Save the Cache River, 
are working together to protect and restore a 60,000-acre wetland corridor along the river.  
About 38,000 acres already have been protected. See the map in the insert.  See also: 
http://nature.org/wherewework/northamerica/states/illinois/preserves/art1124.html  
 
A pre-meeting social dinner to which all Shawnee Group members and the public are  
invited will begin at 5:45 at Murphy’s Grill in Carbondale.   ° 
 

October 11th Tunnel Hill State Bicycle Trail Ride 
 

You’re invited to stop and enjoy the fall colors on October 11th  
during the fall ride along the Tunnel Hill State Bicycle Trail to the Henry 

Barkhausen Wetlands Visitor Center!  Registration forms need to be 
returned by Monday, September 29, 2003.  Call the Cache River State 

Natural Area at 618-634-9678 for registration information today or 
see: http://dnr.state.il.us/lands/landmgt/parks/r5/Tunnelhillbike.htm    

Event Calendar 

September 4 ~ Group  
EXCOM at Clara McClure’s. 

September 11 ~ Membership 
Program, 7:30 PM Unitarian 
Fellowship, 301 W Elm, C’dale 

September 20  ~ Chamber of 
Commerce Art, Craft and Yard 
Sale at SIU Arena Parking Lot. 

September  21 ~ 8 PM Dead-
line for September Newsletter  
content.  

September  25 ~ Newsletter  
Folding @ Don’s, 5:30 PM. 

Shawnee Trails 
News of the Shawnee Group — September 2003 

Explore, enjoy and protect the planet.  

The public is welcome to attend the membership meeting and all other Sierra Club meetings and outings. 



 

 

Outings  Calendar 
See outing updates at  http://illinois.sierraclub.org/shawnee/outings.htm 

S H A W N E E    G R O U P    O U T I N G S     For more info, contact Bob Tyson, 684-5643. 
September 14 (Sunday) ~ Jackson Hollow.  This is an easy hike along the horseshoe-shaped canyon rim where we then 
descend to the bottom to take in the view of the cliff walls. Approximately a three mile total hike. We will also drive to the 
west side of the hollow to view a 200 ft. long rock shelter under the road. The leader cannot promise water will flow over the 
waterfall. (Editor’s Note: Using his connections, he will try and turn the water on!) Meet at 12:30, Murdale Shopping Center 
big sign, or at 1:00 PM in Marion at the Wal-Mart parking lot (near Ryans).   

September 27  (Saturday) ~ Illinois Caverns State Natural Area.  Persons interested in a cool and easy cave walking trip to 
the Illinois Caverns State Natural Area near Baldwin, IL, should also contact Bob Pauls.  Illinois Caverns State Natural Area is 
a 120-acre preserve owned by the Illinois Department of Natural Resources. The main attraction of the site is an unimproved 
wild cave with nearly three miles of walking-height passage. Located in karst-rich Monroe County, the area contains fields, 
woodlands, native grasses and a half-mile long prairie trail. Illinois Caverns has several beautiful formation areas to see and 
plenty of opportunities for crawling and up-close investigation. The cave is home to gammerus acherondytes, the Illinois Cave 
Amphipod, listed as a federal endangered species. A variety of other animals may be seen, including bats, salamanders, 
blind cave fish, cave crickets and other insects.  See: http://dnr.state.il.us/lands/landmgt/PARKS/R4/caverns/CAVE.HTM 

October  11 (Saturday) ~ Fall Tunnel Hill State Trail  — Cache River Bike Ride. Call 618-634-9678 for registration information. 
Sierra Club members will meet and depart no later than 8:15 AM from Harrisburg and return later on the shuttle.  

October 10-12 (Weekend) ~ Garden of the Gods. Service Trip . Considered to be one of Illinois’ most spectacular landforms. 
We will stay in the GOG Recreation Area car-camp, pick up trash on short trails and hike in the Garden of the Gods Wilder-
ness. In the evening participants will relax around a campfire and hear stories of the areas natural history and conservation 
issues. Cost of $15 includes most meals. Limit 20. Kids welcome with parents. Leader is Tom Borchard. Co-leaders are Mark 
Ginger and Scott Etienne. Assistant leader is Eric Patterson. Call Tom at 847-390-8386.  

October 13 (Monday) ~ Pickle Creek, Hickory Canyon Natural Area and Canyon Trail in Hawn State Park.  These two sites are 
in close proximity to each other, half-way between St. Genevieve and Farmington, Missouri. 

October 18 (Saturday) ~ Shawnee National Forest Hike ~ Contact Paul Silverman at 847-392-3433. 

November 9 (Sunday) ~ Tyson Creek Canyon Hike and a Walk on top of Fountain Bluff .  

December 8 (Monday) ~ River-to-River Trail Hike on the south side of Fern Clyffe State Park.  °  
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Your Monthly Guide to Self-Adventure with Bob Tyson  

This month we are leaving this region to highlight an interesting trail: SILVER FALLS STATE PARK CANYON TRAIL.  
Last winter I was reading a book named, Hiking the Pacific Northwest from the library and noted there were 35 waterfall 
trails within a 40 mile stretch of the Columbia River Gorge in Washington/Oregon.  My wife and I made the trip in May.   
It would be difficult to condense the trails into the space of this newsletter. Besides the gorge, we hiked in other places, in-
cluding the above-mentioned park.  Take I-5 south from Portland to Hwy 214.  This highway goes through the park.  There 
are ten waterfalls on this 8.7 mile paved trail.  It is "heaven" for those with more limited physical abilities.  Starting at the 
park office, we view South Falls (177 ft.), then one mile to Lower South Falls (93 ft.), l.2 mile to Lower North Falls (30 ft.), a 
short distance to Double Falls (173 ft.), 2/10 mile to Drake Falls  (27 ft), 2/10 mile to Middle North Falls (106 ft.)  At this 
point, you can fork left to catch Winter Falls (134 ft.) and access the canyon rim to walk back to the office, or you can fork 
right and pick up Twin falls (31 ft.), North Falls (136 ft.), and Upper North Falls (65 ft.) (you can also pick up the last two 
from a parking lot on the highway).  The return trip along the rim traverses a forest of mossy Douglas Fir trees and the 
ground is covered with ferns. This unique park also features a four mile paved bicycle path and 14 miles of horse trails.   
The park office has food and a commissary.  Readers may be interested in some other waterfall websites:  

• http://www.waterfalls-guide.com  

• http://www.angelfire.com/ny4/waterfalls 

• http://www.cumberlandadventures.com 

Another PAVED trail is also close to us in Southern Illinois: Elephant Rocks State Park near Ironton, Missouri.   °  

Adventures with Uncle Bob         See http://illinois.sierraclub.org/shawnee/unclebob/




