
 

 

Page 7 Shawnee Trails 

ALERT!!! Help Defeat the Disastrous Energy Bill in the U.S. Congress Now!!!  
The anticipated announcement by Senator Domenici (R-NM) and Rep. Tauzin (R-LA) that a "deal" has 
been reached on the Energy bill does nothing to change the fact that this bill still puts America's  
communities at risk. The result of this "deal" isn't a compromise; this isn't moderate; it's purely a  
give-away to polluting industries. While Republicans predictably removed two particularly outrageous 
provisions from this bill (drilling in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge and exploring America's coasts 
for oil and gas), it still leaves the public with more air and water pollution, greater oil dependence and 
an outdated electricity grid.  

The energy bill takes us backward by drastically increasing oil and gas drilling on public lands, provid-
ing liability protections for polluters, giving billions of dollars in subsidies to polluting fossil fuel and  
nuclear industries, exposing consumers to market manipulation, increasing  our dependence on oil,  
in addition to doing nothing to increase our use of renewable energy or curb global warming.  

The Bush-Administration backed energy bill also puts communities across the country at risk by letting 
polluters off the hook when they use a toxic gasoline additive known as MTBE. MTBE is a carcinogenic 
substance that can easily leak into groundwater. The energy bill removes liability from polluters who 
knowingly use the toxic chemical.  

Additionally, the Bush energy bill does almost nothing to ensure that we use more renewable energy 
like solar and wind for our electricity, and that we increase the energy efficiency of our buildings, 
homes, and appliances.  Moreover, it wouldn't adequately prevent further power outages. This bill even 
repeals the key law that ensures that electric utilities cannot pass unrelated debts onto consumers.   

The Sierra Club urges Congress to reject the energy bill because there's a better way. We can reduce 
our dependence on foreign oil. We can cut pollution. We can produce more of our electricity with clean, 
renewable energy like wind and solar power. At the same time, we can protect our special places and 
ensure that corporations do their part to protect our health and safety. This bill does not get us there.  

WHAT YOU CAN DO:    

 

MOST EFFECTIVE: Write or call your U.S. Representative and Senators TODAY to vote NO on the Energy 
Bill, using some of the environmental concerns listed above OR...  

ELECTRONIC ACTION: Go to: http://whistler.sierraclub.org/action/?alid=285  and send the form letter 
as is or customize it. The letter will be automatically sent to your Senators and Rep.  

CONTACT INFORMATION FOR U.S. REPS AND SENATORS:  
Senator Richard Durbin:  
(202)224-2152;  701 N. Court St., Marion, IL 62959 (618) 998-8812;  FAX: (202) 228-0400  
Senator Peter Fitzgerald:  
(202)224-2854; Ginger Creek Village #7, Glen Carbon, IL, 62034; (618) 692-0364; FAX: (202) 228-1372  
Rep. Jerry Costello:  
(202) 225-5661; 250 West Cherry St., Carbondale, IL, 62901; (618) 529-3791; FAX: (202) 225-0285.  
Rep. John Shimkus:  
(202) 225-5271; 110 E. Locust St., Room 12, Harrisburg, IL 62946; (618) 252-8271; FAX (202)225-5880.  

 
NOTE:  Washington addresses are not given, since there is still a two week or more delay to process 
Congressional mail for anthrax, bombs, etc.        Prepared by Barb McKasson     ° 
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